TERRORISM AND
COUNTERTERRORISM

Theory and practice



1960s- the beginning of researches on
terrorism

Development of the phenomenon of political
violence and its determination

A lot of organizations are tend to appear

1970-80s- study of techniques which were
used by terrorists

International terrorism as global concern



1990s- people do researches on modern
terror groups

Nationalist separatist groups ( in India, Sri
Lanka)

Islamist groups ( Hamas etc)
Al- Qaeda is a new group

The widespread interest to terrorism has
engendered the US embassy bombing in 1998
by Al- Qaeda







POST SEPTEMBER 11™ BOOM

The boom in publications

¥ Everything

prior to 9/11
® After 9/11

Amazon: Google Scholar:
Number of Number of
books with results with

'terrorism' in title 'terrorism’ in title




DISCIPLINES STUDYING TERRORISM

Political
science(impact on
politics caused by

terrorism)

Military science(
strategies to fight
against terrorism)

Communication
studies( role of the
International relations Media, consequences
of terrorist attacks

and limitation of

impact on people

Social Psychology(
whether the mind of
terrorist differ from

ours or not)
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HOW TO STUDY TERRORISM?

3 main approaches to study terrorism

Socio-psychol

Rational ogical

e Political e the role of
goals the media in
o Martha promoting
the spread
of terrorism

e Jerrold Post

Crenshaw

Multicausal

e Multiple
causal
factors




AUTHORS AND CENTERS

Relatively new centers are in:
*The Hague
*Oslo

*Madrid

*Ankara
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STUDY OF COUNTERTERRORISM

IFTWERE A MUSTIMITHEY;
WOULD CALL ME A TERRORIST

Western media is biased
to Muslim people



Lack of the universal definition in doing
researches

Subjective and politicized understanding
(epolitical agenda is always behind
terrorism;

ethere are different views on terrorism, its
reasons and consequences)

Small numbers constitute problems for
researches ( lack of information)

Complex and ever-changing issue ( terrorism
has change a lot in recent years)

SECRECY



Problems of interviewing people
Participant observation

Access to files and archives
Ethical problems

Reliability and validation

Interviewed prisoners
especially those who
wanted to commit a suicide

Jessica Stern



Summary

Current state of the art

» Andrew Silke (2009): The field of terrorism studies
is beginning to stabilise from the biases in focus in
the immediate aftermath of 9/11 and the war on
terror

Magnus Ranstorp (2009): The need for vigorous
debates, critical self-reflexivity and alternative
analytical assumptions and approaches

» Alex Schmid (2011): Terrorism Studies has never
been in better shape than now




International Center for Counterterrorism
in Hague

African countries are engaged to the fight

against terrorism

Application of soft power instead of force

African perspectives

Cooperation with western partners



