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The Constitutional Court 
• The Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation is a highest 

judicial body of constitutional supervision in the Russian 
Federation, exercising judicial powers by way of administering 
constitutional justice with the aim to protect the basis of the 
constitutional system, basic human and civil rights and freedoms, 
ensuring supremacy and direct effect of the Constitution of the 
Russian Federation on the entire territory of the Russian Federation.
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Composition and establishment

• The Constitutional Court consists of 11 
judges, appointed by the Federation 
Council upon nomination by the 
President of the Russian Federation. 
The Constitutional Court performs its 
functions if no less than two thirds of 
the total number of Judges are in office. 
The powers of the Constitutional Court 
are of unlimited duration.
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Powers of the Constitutional Court 

• The Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation decides 
exclusively issues of law and is guided only by the Constitution.

• When carrying out constitutional adjudication, the Constitutional 
Court of the Russian Federation refrains from establishing and 
examining factual circumstances in all cases when it falls within the 
competence of other courts or other bodies. 

• The Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation verifies laws and 
other acts of the highest bodies of state power of the Russian 
Federation and its constituent entities for compliance with the 
Constitution, including laws and their drafts in the form of 
preliminary constitutional control at the request of the President. 
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Powers of the Constitutional Court 

• The court may consider the issue of constitutionality of normative 
legal acts in the manner of specific constitutional control - upon 
complaints from citizens, legal entities, municipalities, or upon 
requests from courts in connection with a specific case. 

• It also reviews international treaties before their entry into force, 
considers disputes about the competence determined by the 
Constitution, gives official interpretation of the Constitution of the 
Russian Federation, resolves the issue of possibility of enforcing 
decisions of an interstate body, foreign or international court or 
arbitration, and exercises a number of other powers.
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Procedure for the activity 

• The Constitutional Court of the Russian 
Federation shall act in accordance with the rules 
of constitutional proceedings established by the 
Federal Constitutional Law "On the 
Constitutional Court of the Russian 
Federation". Certain issues of organising its 
activities are determined by the Rules of 
Procedure of the Constitutional Court. 

• The main principles of the activities of the 
Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation 
are independence, collegiality, transparency, 
equality of parties and adversarial proceedings. 
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Procedure for the activity 

• The Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation considers and 
adjudicates cases in sessions of the Constitutional Court of the 
Russian Federation with the holding of hearings.

• The Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation in the course 
of constitutional adjudication delivers decisions in the form of 
judgements, resolutions, and admissibility decisions. 
Consideration of cases and issues and adoption of decisions are 
carried out by the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation 
collectively.



Thanks for your attention


