
Introduction
The Moscow Kremlin (Russian: 
Московский Кремль), usually 
referred to as the Kremlin, is a 

fortified complex at the heart of 
Moscow.



The history

The site has been continuously inhabited by 
Finno-Ugric peoples since the 2nd century BC. 
The Slavs occupied the south-western portion of 
Borovitsky Hill as early as the 11th century, as 
evidenced by a metropolitan seal from the 1090s 
which was unearthed by Soviet archaeologists in 
the area. Vyatichi built a fortified structure (or 
"grad") on the hill where the Neglinnaya River 
flowed into the Moskva River.
Up to the 14th century, the site was known as the 
'grad of Moscow'. The word "Kremlin" was first 
recorded in 1331 (though etymologist Max 
Vasmer mentions an earlier appearance in 1320). 
The grad was greatly extended by Prince Yuri 
Dolgorukiy in 1156, destroyed by the Mongols in 
1237 and rebuilt in oak in 1339.



Soviet period and beyond

The Soviet government moved from Petrograd to 
Moscow on 12 March 1918. Vladimir Lenin 
selected the Kremlin Senate as his residence. 
Joseph Stalin also had his personal rooms in the 
Kremlin. He was eager to remove all the "relics of 
the tsarist regime" from his headquarters. Golden 
eagles on the towers were replaced by shining 
Kremlin stars, while the wall near Lenin's 
Mausoleum was turned into the Kremlin Wall 
Necropolis.
Although the current director of the Kremlin 
Museums, Elena Gagarina (Yuri Gagarin's 
daughter) advocates a full-scale restoration of the 
destroyed cloisters, recent developments have been 
confined to expensive restoration of the original 
interiors of the Grand Kremlin Palace, which were 
altered during Stalin's rule.



Buildings

The existing Kremlin walls and towers were over the years 1485 to 
1495. The irregular triangle of the Kremlin wall encloses an area of 
275,000 square meters (68 acres). Its overall length is 2,235 metres. 
The wall's thickness is between 3.5 and 6.5 meters.
Originally there were eighteen Kremlin towers, but their number 
increased to twenty in the 17th century. All but three of the towers 
are square in plan. The highest tower is the Troitskaya, which was 
built up to its present height of 80 meters in 1495. Most towers 
were originally crowned with wooden tents; the extant brick tents 
with strips of colored tiles go back to the 1680s.
Cathedral Square is the heart of the Kremlin. It is surrounded by six 
buildings, including three cathedrals. The Cathedral of the 
Dormition was completed in 1479 to be the main church of 
Moscow and where all the Tsars were crowned. The massive 
limestone faсade, capped with its five golden cupolas was the 
design of Aristotele Fioravanti. There are two domestic churches of 
the Metropolitans and Patriarchs of Moscow, the Church of the 
Twelve Apostles (1653–56) and the exquisite one-domed Church of 
the Deposition. 
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Interesting facts

1. Overlooking the Moskva River to the south, Saint Basil's 
Cathedral and Red Square to the east, and the Alexander Garden to 
the west.

2. The name "Kremlin" means "fortress inside a city", and is often also 
used metonymically to refer to the government of the Russian 
Federation in a similar sense to how "White House" is used to refer 
to the Executive Office of the President of the United States.

3. It had previously been used to refer to the government of the Soviet 
Union (1922–1991) and its highest members (such as general 
secretaries, premiers, presidents, ministers, and commissars).



In conclusion I’d like to say that 
Kremlin is the most important 
building all over the Russia.
Thank you for attention.


