Middle English



The Middle English period was a
time of unprecedentedly rapid
development of the language. For the
first 3 centuries English was only a
spoken language, and as such had no
form and could develop without any
restrain. All the elements of the language
changed fundamentally.



1066. Battle of Hastings. The English were
defeated by the Normans under William the
Conqueror.

The epoch can well be called eventful not
only Iin national, social, political and human
terms, but also in linguistic terms.

French remained the language of the ruling
class for a considerable period. Under its
influence the English language changed In
terms of vocabulary, phonology, and
morphology.



13t century — English is gaining the momentum
in the struggle with French.

Proclamation issued by Henry lll in 1258 to the
councilors in Parliament.

In 1362 Parliament ruled that courts of law
should conduct their business in English

King Henry IV (1399-1413) was the first English
king whose mother tongue was English.

14th century — French was replaced by English
as the language of teaching in schools.

British coat-of-arms: ‘Dieu et mon droit’

(God and my right)




14th _century: three main groups of
dialects in English:

Southern, Northern, and Midland which
had developed from respective OE
dialects.

Southern group: Kentish and the
South-Western dialects (OE West Saxon
and East Saxon, which made the basis of
the dialect of London in the 12th and 13th
centuries)




The Midland (central) dialects which
corresponded to the OE Mercian dialect,
were divided into West Midland and East
Midland as two main areas.

In ME the Midland area became more
diversified linguistically.

The Northern dialects had developed from
OE Northumbrian (including provincial
dialects, e.g. Yorkshire and the Lancashire
dialects and also what later became known
as Scottish




The Early ME dialectal division was
preserved In the succeeding centuries,
though even In Late ME the Ilinguistic
situation changed.

In Late ME, when English had been
reestablished as the main language of
administration and writing, one of the regional
dialects, the London dialect, prevailed over
the others, especially as written form of the
language.




MIDDLE ENGLISH PHONETICS

The stress is dynamic and fixed in the native
words. But in the borrowed French words the stress
was on the last syllable: licour [li'ku:r], nature
[na'tu:r], etc.

New consonant sounds developed in native words:
ME [f] ship [tf] child [d3] bridge
OE scio cild brycg

The resonance of the consonant does not depend
so much on the position of the consonant, and voiced
consonants can appear not only in intervocal, but also
In initial and other positions.



Vowels in unstressed position were reduced:

Old English Middle English
a
o] e [9]
e
u

These sounds were in the end of the word, and it
neutralised the difference between the suffixes —
the main grammar means.

Old English Middle English
Genitive Singular fisces fishes
Nominative Plural fiscas fishes



Vowels under stress underwent mainly
qguantitative changes. In Middle English
we observe a rhythmic tendency, the aim
of which is to obliterate overlong and
overshort sequences. The tendency is to
have in the word one long vowel + one
consonant or one short vowel + two
consonants.



HopmaHackne HoBoBBeAEHMUS:

1) O6o3Ha4eHuss Anst GoHeM, KOTOPbIX HE ObISI0 BO
dpaHuy3ckom. ns dooHembl /0 - 8/ nucubl
npuMeHanu peakoe anga JA HannucaHue ¢
nomoLbto aurpadda th: thick, that. [lna tBepaon
/X/v nanatann3oBaHHou /X’ / dOHEM
npumeHanock covetanne gh: though, night.

2) OBbo3HavyeHnsa ansa doHeM, CXoaOHbIX ¢ dopaHL.,

HO HE MMEBLLNX 0COObIX CNOCOOOB 0O0O3HAYEeHUsA
B aHI.:

sh, sch gnsa /f/ - ship, waschen
ch, tch /tf/ - child, fetch
dg,j/d3/ - bridge, John



3) Obo3HaveHua anst oOHEM, CXOOHbIX C OPaHL.
N 0bo3HavyarLwmxca B HEM MHaYe, YeM B aHIT.

bykBa «c» cTtana obosHayaTb 3BYK /k/ nepen
rmacHbiMM 3agHero psiga: cat, cold. Ho nepea
rmacHbIMMU nepeaHero psiga oHa obo3Hadaer
/s/: city, cell. B anrn. cnoBax, cogepxawmx /k/
nepeqd rnacHbiIMM nepegHero psiga, Obina
BBedeHa oykBa k: King, Kent.

doHema /j/ ctana obo3HavyaTbCHd, KakK BO
dopaHL., Yyepes bykBy y: yard, yield.

/e:/ BO (ppaHL. obo3Havanochk 4yepes ie : chietf.
[losagHee 3TO HanmMcaHue MNPOHUKIIO B aHIh.
cnosa: field, thief.



/u:/ obo3Ha4aeTcsa rpachemon ou B cnoBax cpaHu.
npouncxoxaeHus: round, fountain n B cnoBax aHrn.
npoucxoxaeHus house, loud.

/u/ ObINO G5IN3KO NO 3BY4YaHUIO K 3aKpbiTOMy /0/ BO
dpaHu.; NUcubl cTann ynoTpeonaTb rpademy o B
crnoBax rge /u/ HaxoAUNOCb B OKPYXXEHUU 3BYKOB,
nepeaaBaBLUMXCA OyKBamMu, KOTOpble copepxanu
BepTUKanbHble wWTpuxm: comen, love. B
roTu4eckom wpudte OykBbI U, n, M, V CrIUBasfinChb,
NO3TOMY HanucaHuMe 4Yepes O BMeCcTo U
CNocoOCTBOBAIO JIErKOCTU YTEHUS.

B TeuyeHune ponroro BpemeHu coHemMbl /u/ n /v/
Mornm obo3HavYyaTbCA OyKBamMum U N vV 6e3 BCAKOro
pa3nuyus. JTa B3aUMO3aMEeHAEeMOCTb
coxpaHunacb ao XVII B. (bvt, giue). B koHUe cnoBa
He Morrna CToATb OyKBa i; OHa Oblna 3aMeHeHa
OVKBOU V.



Middle English Vocabulary Norman French
borrowings

Administrative words: state, government,
parliament, council, power.

Leqgal terms: court, judge, justice, crime, prison.
Military terms: army, war, soldier, officer, battle,
enemy.

Educational _terms: pupil, lesson, library,
science, pen, pencil.

Everyday life was not unaffected by the powerful
iInfluence of French words. Numerous terms of
everyday life were also borrowed from French in
this period: e.g. table, plate, saucer, dinner,
supper, river, autumn, uncle, etc.




The words pork, beef, veal, mutton, and
venison all derive from French words
referring respectively to the edible meat of the
swine, cow, calf, sheep and deer, the latter
being Old English words.

Formerly, the Anglo-Saxon words were
used to refer to both the meat and the
animals. Interestingly, the words beef and
cow are both descendents of a common
Indo-European word gwhow-, which,
because of the different historical changes in
the Germanic and Romance families, has
given rise to quite different-sounding words.



THE NOUN

Morphological classification

Old English declensions: main declensions:
a-stem, n-stem and root-stem declension, and
also minor declensions — i-stem, u-stem and
others.

These types are preserved in Middle English, but
the number of nouns belonging to the same
declension in Old English and Middle English
varies. The n-stem declension though preserved as
a type has lost many of the nouns belonging to it
while the original a-stem declension grows In
volume, acquiring new words from the original
n-stem, root-stem declensions, and also different
groups of minor declensions and also borrowed



Old English Middle English
singular stan (stone) |singular ston
a-stem plural  stanas plural stones
Singular nama (name) |singular name
n-stem plural namen plural namen
singular boc (book singular book
FOOLISTET] [ - Dos {faoks &1

plural  béc

plural bookes

Borrowed

singular corage (courage)
plural  corages




Grammatical categories

There are only two grammatical categories in the
declension of nouns against three in Old English:
number and case, the category of gender having
been lost at the beginning of the Middle English
period

Number
There are two number forms in Middle English:

Singular and Plural.



Old English \Middle English
Singular fisc fish

stan ston

nama name
Plural fiscas fishes

stanas stones

naman names




Case

The number of cases in Middle English is
reduced as compared to Old English. There
are only two cases Iin Middle English:
Common and Genitive, the OIld English
Nominative, Accusative and Dative cases
having fused into one case — the Common
case at the beginning of Middle English.



Old English Middle English

Nominative stan nama
Accusative stan naman |} — Common case ston
Dative stane naman name

Genitive stanes naman |= Genitive case  stones
names




MIDDLE ENGLISH VERB

Strong verbs: in some classes, both the
infinitive ending —an and the past plural
ending —on were weakened to —en (n):
(writen wrot writen writen),

In others the past singular form began to
penetrate Iinto the past plural and the
second participle to the past plural, thus
preparing the reduction of the 4 main parts
of a strong verb to 3




MIDDLE ENGLISH VERB

Weak verbs. The 3 classes of weak verbs had a
different development in different dialects: 1)
verbs with an =i in the infinitive lost it: macian —
maken (Northern/Midland dialects) the infinitive
ending —ian/ien appears as — I. [ufian — loven —
lovi — (Southern dialect).

2) in some weak verbs with a stem ending in —|,
-n, -f, -v, the past suffix —d changed into —t;
verbs with a stem in —rd, -nd, -ld formed their
past in —rte,—nte, —Ite, and their second particple

in —rt, — nt, — 1.




MIDDLE ENGLISH VERB

Conjugation: as a result of levelling of
unstressed vowels the difference between the
endings —an, -on and —en was lost.

The final —n, which characterized many verb
forms, was lost.

Weak verbs: (haven/ to ben)

Have Hadde am was
Hast Haddest are were
Hath Hadde IS was

(plural) Han Hadden ben weren



MIDDLE ENGLISH VERB

The Perfect: Perfect forms, which arose in
OE, are widely used in ME.

The Continuous: In ME there appeared first
instances of a continuous aspect, consisting
of the verb be and the first participle.

he is on huntinge — the preposition ‘on’
became weakened and turned into a prefix
‘a-: he is a-hunting

They were very rare. Perfect continuous
forms are quite rare in ME.




MIDDLE ENGLISH VERB

Future Tense: A special future form, which
started in OE, became in ME a regular part
of the tense system

Moods: The Subjunctive mood preserved
in ME many features it had in OE.

The Passive voice: was very widely
developed In ME: the phrase ‘ben +
second participle could express both a
state and an action.




