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Whulfila’s bible translation
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Carolingian minuscule was the direct ancestor of blackletter.
Blackletter developed from Carolingian as an increasingly literate
12th-century Europe required new books in many different subjects.
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Bestiary, an early example
of black letter from the
12th century
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The name Gothic
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Schwa-
Textur Rotunda bacher

The term Gothic was first used to describe this
script in 15th-century Italy, in the midst of the
Renaissance, because Renaissance Humanists
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believed it was barbaric. Gothic was a synonym
for barbaric. Flavio Biondo, in Italia Illustrata
(1531) thought it was invented by the Lombards
after their invasion of Italy in the 6th century.
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Forms of black letter
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bookhand, was the most calligraphic form of
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However, Gothic lettering in one form or
another has been used all over medieval Europe |
at different times. Basically, it derives from
around the time when Gothic architecture was
the predominant building style in western
Burope, and the lettering does indeed share some
characteristics with the architecture, such as a
heavy emphasis on the vertical, lots of decorative
elements, and an ornate regularity of style.
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Scripts from 15™-century books

, m
(6 A
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Front page of Gustav Vasa's Bible from
/F%)u%ing Fraktur
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Polermnanns Geographische Mitleilungden
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Erklirung:
Doutsches Alphabel
(Fraktur)
Lateinisches Alphabet
(Antiqua)
Reschriniter Gebrucl yon Fredetur
neben. hervschender Antiqua {
o
Irisclie Schrift neben herrschonder Antigia = ¥
¢
Ryrillisches Alpbubet
chisehes Alphuliet
Arabisches Alphabet
Katmiikisch-Mongolische
Scheint
Fodige Streining bedsutst
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