
THE GOTHIC WRITING



Wulfila’s bible translation

The Gothic alphabet is an alphabet 
for writing the Gothic language, 
created in the 4th century by Ulfilas 
(or Wulfila) for the purpose of  
translating the Bible.



Folio 56r of  the Aberdeen 
Bestiary, an early example 
of  black letter from the 
12th century

Carolingian minuscule was the direct ancestor of  blackletter. 
Blackletter developed from Carolingian as an increasingly literate 
12th-century Europe required new books in many different subjects. 



Page from a 14th-century psalter 
(Vulgate Ps 93:16–21), with 
black letter "sine pedibus" text



The term Gothic was first used to describe this 
script in 15th-century Italy, in the midst of  the 
Renaissance, because Renaissance Humanists 
believed it was barbaric. Gothic was a synonym 
for barbaric. Flavio Biondo, in Italia Illustrata 
(1531) thought it was invented by the Lombards 
after their invasion of  Italy in the 6th century.

The name Gothic



Textualis, also known as textura or Gothic 
bookhand, was the most calligraphic form of  
black letter, and today is the form most 
associated with "Gothic"
Schwabacher was a black-letter form that was 
much used in early German print typefaces. It 
continued to be used occasionally until the 20th 
century

Fraktur is a form of  black letter that became the 
most common German black-letter typeface by 
the mid 16th century

Forms of  black letter



However, Gothic lettering in one form or 
another has been used all over medieval Europe 
at different times. Basically, it derives from 
around the time when Gothic architecture was 
the predominant building style in western 
Europe, and the lettering does indeed share some 
characteristics with the architecture, such as a 
heavy emphasis on the vertical, lots of  decorative 
elements, and an ornate regularity of  style.



Scripts from 15th-century books



A Czech example of  Fraktur
Front page of  Gustav Vasa's Bible from 1541, 
using Fraktur



Usage map


