
Press in Britain 



A Bit of History

▪ Newspapers appeared in many European 
countries in the 17th century. The first English 
printed news book averaging twenty-two pages 
was the "Weekly News". It appeared in Lon don 
in 1621. By the 1640s the news book had taken 
the form of a newspaper. The first periodical 
was the "London Gazette", a bi weekly court 
paper. It started as the "Oxford Gazette" in 
1665 when the King and the court moved to 
Oxford because of London plague. 



▪ The first English daily was "The Daily 
Courant" (1702-35). It was in 1771 that 
Parliament allowed journalists the right to 
report its proceedings. The "Times" was 
founded by John Walter in 1785, and 
"The Observer" was founded in 1791. 





Fleet Street



▪ Fleet Street (London (London) was for 
centuries the home of the newspaper industry 
and the name is still used to describe the 
national press. It ran from the Fleet river, a 
noisome ditch, to the Strand—strategically 
between the city and the court. From Tudor 
times it was the haunt of booksellers, writers, 
and printers. The first daily newspaper, the 
Daily Courant, was established there in 1702, 
and The Times, in Printing House Square to the 
east, followed in 1785, under the name Daily 
Universal Register. 



Fleet Street – 
symbol of the 
British press



British newspapers are thick





Quality Newspapers





▪ “The Times” has been published in 
London since 1785. It is the UK’s leading 
daily newspaper for business people.
▪ In 2010 the paper’s circulation was
   502 436 copies daily







Tabloids











▪ The newspaper is printed from Monday 
to Saturday in tabloid format and as of 
December 2008, it has an average daily 
circulation of 2,899,310 copies. The Sun 
sells more copies than any other daily 
newspaper in the United Kingdom and at 
its peak in the mid-1990s, the Sun 
regularly sold over 4,000,000 copies a 
day. 



   An online newspaper, also known as a web 
newspaper, is a newspaper, is a newspaper 
that exists on the World Wide Web, is a 
newspaper that exists on the World Wide Web 
or Internet, either separately or as an online 
version of a printed periodical.

   Going online created more opportunities for 
newspapers, such as competing with broadcast 
journalism   Going online created more 
opportunities for newspapers, such as 
competing with broadcast journalism in 
presenting breaking news in a more timely 
manner. The credibility and strong brand 
recognition of well-established newspapers, 
and the close relationships they have with 
advertisers, are also seen by many in the 
newspaper industry as strengthening their 
chances of survival.[1] The movement away 
from the printing process can also help 
decrease costs.



The true online only paper is a 
paper that does not have any 
hard copy connections. An 
example of this is an 
independent web only 
newspaper, introduced in the 
UK in 2000, called the 
Southport Reporter. It is a 
weekly regional newspaper 
that is not produced or run in 
any format other than 
'soft-copy' on the internet by 
its publishers PCBT 
Photography. Unlike blog sites 
and other news websites it is 
run as a newspaper and is 
recognized by media groups in 
the UK 


