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AGENDA

•Vocabulary: Scientific noun and verbs
•Grammar: Verb +Gerund 
•Debate: Competition is a must thing in life!











VERB + GERUND



1. Who uses a verb of perception?
2. Can you notice an error? 

A: Did you have 
fun to watch the 
show last night?

VERB + GERUND

A: Do you know who won? I 
spent all evening training at 
the gym so I didn’t listen to 
them giving the results.

B: Yes, I listened 
to the team 
answering all of 
the questions.

watching

both (listen to)



You’re wasting 
your time 
recording the 
show. It finished 
an hour ago.

I’m going to have difficulty 
finding another channel with 
it on. I find it boring 
watching these celebrities 
every week, anyway.  

An expression of time and a gerund often go after the 
verbs spend and ______.waste

The gerund always goes _____ the 
object or expression of place/time. 

after

VERB + GERUND

Look at the examples and complete the rules.



Are you just 
going to sit 
there and watch 
that all day?

Other examples of verb + gerund:

I have trouble sitting in front of the TV for 
just an hour. But I do like to spend my time 
entering online competitions!

No, I won’t spend a long time 
watching it. It was just too 
good to miss – the race is 
really competitive!  

VERB + GERUND



I have difficulty watching 
scary films.

Look at the examples. Which type of word or expression 
is in each sentence?

have + object

_____ of perceptionCan you hear it barking?

VERB + GERUND

He just sat there reading the paper.

You’ve wasted hours 
talking on the phone.

spend/waste + ______

sit/stand/lie + 
_____

verb

time

place



examples forms
People had fun 
participating in the show. _____ + ______ + gerund

We listened to different 
people talking.

verb of perception + 
______ + gerund

You wasted most of your 
time waiting for everyone.

_____/waste + expression 
of time + gerund

I just stood there laughing 
at their jokes.

___/stand/__ + expression 
of place + gerund

Complete the forms.  

 have   object

sit            lie

object
spend 

VERB + GERUND



We always have a good time 
watching that show!

We can use verb + gerund with phrases and 
expressions to better describe our perceptions 
and to emphasise and give more information 
on the time and place of an action.

I could spend most of my life 
watching everyone compete 
against one another.

VERB + GERUND



Match the sentence halves.

1. I hope you had 

2. They noticed

3. You’ll waste 

4. She sat

VERB + GERUND

a. days trying to find the car 
keys.

b. a good time travelling.

c. at the desk studying all 
night.

d. the celebrities sleeping more 
than usual. 



1. Use your own ideas to complete the conversation 
about a reality show.

Yes, I don’t know 
how they can 
waste …

I don’t like to watch 
people …

Did you notice … ? 

2. Work in pairs. Talk to your partner.

VERB + GERUND



Grammar wrap-up

VERB + GERUND

1. Make a question, an affirmative sentence and a 
negative sentence using the structure verb + 
gerund.

2. Have you used any of the expressions of time or 
place before? Can you think of any more?

3. When do you think you might use the structure 
verb + gerund?













Debate on the topic: 

 Competition is a must thing in life!


