
GULLS





seagull - чайка [ˈsiːgʌl]

Pacific gull - 
Тихоокеанская чайка

[pəˈsɪfɪk gʌl]

band-tailed gull - 
полосатохвостая чайка

[bænd-teɪld gʌl]



white-eyed gull - 
озёрная чайка

[waɪt-aɪd gʌl]

red-billed gull - 
красноклювая чайка

[red-bɪld gʌl]

king gull – королевская 
чайка

[kɪŋ gʌl]



little gull - малая чайка [lɪtl gʌl]

Ross's gull – розовая 
чайка

[rɒs'es gʌl]

black-legged kittiwake 
- обыкновенная моевка

[blæk-ˈleg(ɪ)d ˈkɪtɪweɪk]



ivory gull – белая 
чайка

[ˈaɪvərɪ gʌl]

fork-tailed gull - 
вилохвостая чайка

[fɔːk-teɪld gʌl]

swallow-tailed gull - 
ласточкохвостая чайка

[ˈswɒləʊ-teɪld gʌl]



Seagull



Gulls, or colloquially seagulls, are seabirds of the family Laridae in the suborder Lari. 
They are most closely related to the terns and only distantly related to auks, skimmers 
and even more distantly to waders. Until the 21st century, most gulls were placed in 
the genus Larus, but that arrangement is now considered polyphyletic, leading to the 
resurrection of several genera. 

Gulls are typically medium to large birds, usually grey or white, often with black 
markings on the head or wings. They typically have harsh wailing or squawking 
calls; stout, longish bills; and webbed feet. Most gulls are ground-nesting carnivores 
which take live food or scavenge opportunistically, particularly the Larus species. 
Live food often includes crustaceans, molluscs, fish and small birds. Gulls have 
unhinging jaws which allow them to consume large prey. Gulls are typically coastal 
or inland species, rarely venturing far out to sea, except for the kittiwakes. The large 
species take up to four years to attain full adult plumage, but two years is typical for 
small gulls. Large white-headed gulls are typically long-lived birds, with a maximum 
age of 49 years recorded for the herring gull.

Gulls nest in large, densely packed, noisy colonies. They lay two or three speckled 
eggs in nests composed of vegetation. The young are precocial, born with dark 
mottled down and mobile upon hatching.



Gulls are resourceful, inquisitive, and intelligent, the larger species in particular, 
demonstrating complex methods of communication and a highly developed social 
structure. For example, many gull colonies display mobbing behavior, attacking and 
harassing predators and other intruders. Certain species have exhibited tool-use 
behavior, such as the herring gull, using pieces of bread as bait with which to catch 
goldfish, for example. Many species of gulls have learned to coexist successfully with 
humans and have thrived in human habitats. Others rely on kleptoparasitism to get 
their food. Gulls have been observed preying on live whales, landing on the whale as 
it surfaces to peck out pieces of flesh.

Gulls range in size from the little gull, at 120 grams and 29 centimetres, to the great 
black-backed gull, at 1.75 kg and 76 cm. They are generally uniform in shape, with 
heavy bodies, long wings, and moderately long necks. The tails of all but three 
species are rounded; the exceptions being Sabine's gull and swallow-tailed gulls, 
which have forked tails, and Ross's gull, which has a wedge-shaped tail. Gulls have 
moderately long legs, especially when compared to the similar terns, with fully 
webbed feet. The bill is generally heavy and slightly hooked, with the larger species 
having stouter bills than the smaller species. The bill colour is often yellow with a red 
spot for the larger white-headed species and red, dark red or black in the smaller 
species.

The gulls are generalist feeders. Indeed, they are the least specialised of all the 
seabirds, and their morphology allows for equal adeptness in swimming, flying, and 
walking. 



They are more adept walking on land than most other seabirds, and the smaller gulls 
tend to be more manoeuvrable while walking. The walking gait of gulls includes a 
slight side to side motion, something that can be exaggerated in breeding displays. In 
the air, they are able to hover and they are also able to take off quickly with little 
space.

The general pattern of plumage in adult gulls is a white body with a darker mantle; 
the extent to which the mantle is darker varies from pale grey to black. A few species 
vary in this, the ivory gull is entirely white, and some like the lava gull and 
Heermann's gull have partly or entirely grey bodies. The wingtips of most species are 
black, which improves their resistance to wear and tear, usually with a diagnostic 
pattern of white markings. The head of a gull may be covered by a dark hood or be 
entirely white. The plumage of the head varies by breeding season; in nonbreeding 
dark-hooded gulls, the hood is lost, sometimes leaving a single spot behind the eye, 
and in white-headed gulls, nonbreeding heads may have streaking.

The gulls have a worldwide cosmopolitan distribution. They breed on every 
continent, including the margins of Antarctica, and are found in the high Arctic, as 
well. They are less common on tropical islands, although a few species do live on 
islands such as the Galapagos and New Caledonia. Many species breed in coastal 
colonies, with a preference for islands, and one species, the grey gull, breeds in the 
interior of dry deserts far from water. Considerable variety exists in the family and 
species may breed and feed in marine, freshwater, or terrestrial habitats.



Pacific gull



The Pacific gull is a very large gull, native to the coasts of Australia. It is moderately 
common between Carnarvon in the west, and Sydney in the east, although it has 
become scarce in some parts of the south-east, as a result of competition from the kelp 
gull, which has "self-introduced" since the 1940s.

Much larger than the ubiquitous silver gull, and nowhere near as common, Pacific 
gulls are usually seen alone or in pairs, loafing around the shoreline, steadily 
patrolling high above the edge of the water, or (sometimes) zooming high on the 
breeze to drop a shellfish or sea urchin onto rocks.

The gulls' diet consists of a number various fish species and invertebrates. They 
frequently consume crabs. They also commonly eat sand flatheads and cephalapods, 
both of which are sourced from their regular consumption of waste from fish which 
have been cleaned on wharves and beaches. Additionally, they may eat insects, eggs, 
and other seabirds.

The gulls may be found scavenging abattoirs and in rubbish tips, where they will 
often steal food from other birds.



Pacific gulls are the only large gulls in their range, besides the occasional kelp gull. 
This species can range in length from 58 to 66 cm and span 137 to 157 cm across the 
wings. They typically weigh from 900 to 1,180 g. This species is mostly white, with 
dark wings and back, and a very thick (when compared to other gull species), 
powerful, red-tipped yellow bill. They have salt glands that secrete salty water 
through the nostrils. Young birds are mottled-brown all over, and attain their adult 
plumage only gradually; by its fourth year, a young Pacific gull has usually become 
difficult to tell apart from an adult bird.

Of the two subspecies, the nominate eastern race prefers sheltered beaches, and the 
western race is commonly found even on exposed shores. Both subspecies nest in 
pairs or loose colonies on offshore islands, making a cup of grasses and sticks in an 
exposed position, and laying two or three mottled brown eggs.



Band-tailed gull



Belcher's gull, also known as the band-tailed gull, is a bird in the family Laridae 
found along the Pacific coast of South America. It formerly included the very similar 
Olrog's gull as a subspecies, but that bird occurs on the Atlantic coast of South 
America. Belcher's gull is a medium-sized gull with a blackish mantle, white head 
and underparts, a black band on the otherwise white tail, and a yellow bill with a red 
and black tip. Non-breeding adults have a brownish-black head and a white eye-ring. 
The name of this bird commemorates the British explorer Sir Edward Belcher who 
performed survey work on the Pacific coast of South America.

Belcher's gull grows to a length of about 49 centimetres. The sexes are similar in 
appearance and in the breeding season, the adult has a white head and very pale grey 
neck and underparts. The mantle and back are greyish-black and the tail is white with 
a broad black subterminal band and a white trailing edge. The wing coverts and 
primaries are black and the secondaries dark grey with white tips. The eye is black, 
the bill yellow with a distinctive red and black tip, and the legs and feet yellow. 
Outside the breeding season the head is dark brown with a white ring surrounding 
the eye. The juvenile is mottled brown and white and attains the adult plumage 
during its third year. Belcher's gull can be confused with the slightly larger kelp gull 
but that species has a small white tip on its otherwise black wing and lacks the 
Belcher's gull's black band on its tail. Belcher's gull is found on the Pacific coast of 
South America. Its range extends from northern Peru to northern Chile in the area 
influenced by the Humboldt Current and its habitat includes rocky shores, bays and 
offshore islands. It ventures several kilometres offshore to forage and also feeds on 
rocky shores when the tide is out. It is a non-migratory species.



White-eyed gull



The white-eyed gull is a small gull that is endemic to the Red Sea. Its closest relative 
is the sooty gull. It is one of the world's rarest gulls, with a population of 4,000 – 6,500 
pairs. The species is classed as Near Threatened by the IUCN; human pressure and oil 
pollution are deemed the major threats. As is the case with many gulls, it has 
traditionally been placed in the genus Larus.

Adult white-eyed gulls have a black hood in breeding plumage, which extends down 
onto the upper throat, and on the neck-sides is bordered below by a narrow white bar. 
The upperparts and inner upperwings are medium-dark grey; the breast is mid-grey 
but the rest of the underparts are white. The secondaries are black with a white 
trailing edge, and the primaries are black. The underwing is dark and the tail white. 
Adults in non-breeding plumage are similar, but the hood is flecked white small 
white spots.

The white-eyed gull acquires adult plumage at two to three years of age. Juvenile 
birds have a very different plumage—chocolate brown on the head, neck and breast, 
and with brown, broadly pale-fringed, feathers to the upperparts and upperwings, 
and a black tail. In their first winter, birds acquire greyer feathering on their head, 
breast and upperparts; the second-winter plumage is closer to that of the adult, but 
lacking the hood.



A distinctive feature of white-eyed gull at all ages is its long slender bill. This is black 
in younger birds, but in adults it is deep red with a black tip. The legs are 
yellow—dullest in younger birds, brightest in breeding plumaged adults. The eye 
itself is not white; the bird takes its name from white eye-crescents, which are present 
at all ages.

The white-eyed gull breeds on inshore islands with rocks and sandy beaches, such as 
the Siyal Islands, in the Red Sea from July to September. For the rest of the year it 
occurs throughout the Red Sea, with some birds travelling to Oman and Somalia.



Red-billed gull 



The dolphin gull, sometimes erroneously called the red-billed gull (a somewhat 
similar but unrelated species from New Zealand), is a gull native to southern Chile 
and Argentina, and the Falkland Islands. It is a coastal bird inhabiting rocky, muddy 
and sandy shores and is often found around seabird colonies. They have greyish 
feathers, and the feathers on their wings are a darker shade. Dolphin gulls have a 
varied diet, eating many things ranging from mussels to carrion.

The dolphin gull is found round the coasts of Chile, Argentina and the Falkland 
Islands. It is a vagrant to South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. It is found 
on rocky coasts and in the vicinity of other colonies of seabirds, slaughterhouses, 
sewage outflows and farmyards.

The dolphin gull is a scavenger and opportunistic predator. It feeds on carrion, offal, 
bird eggs, nestlings, marine invertebrates and other natural food. When humans 
disturb nesting seabirds, it takes advantage of the absence of adult birds to raid their 
vacated nests. It was found that excluding humans from areas where cormorants were 
nesting increased the reproductive success of the cormorants. It also takes advantage 
of the activities of marine mammals to scavenge for dead fish, placentae and faeces, 
which are a major attraction. Dolphin gulls nest in small colonies of up to 200 pairs 
and are usually on low cliffs, sand or shingle beaches, headlands or marshy 
depressions. Two to three eggs are laid in December and the chicks fledge in March. 
The older chicks gather together in crèches.



King gull



Hartlaub's gull, also known as the king gull, is a small gull, which is a non-migratory 
breeding resident endemic to the Atlantic Ocean coastline of South Africa and 
Namibia. Although it is predominantly coastal or estuarine, it is not a pelagic species, 
and is rarely seen at sea far from land. It was formerly sometimes considered to be a 
subspecies of the silver gull, and, as is the case with many gulls, it has traditionally 
been placed in the genus Larus but is now placed in the genus Chroicocephalus.

About one half of the total population, currently estimated at about 30 000 birds, are 
within the Greater Cape Town area. It breeds in large colonies, and the main 
traditional breeding colony for the Cape Town area is on Robben Island. The adults 
fly to the mainland to find food for their chicks, a round trip of about 24 km.

Hartlaub's gull is 36–38 cm in length. It is a mainly white gull with a grey back and 
upperwings, black wingtips with conspicuous white "mirrors", and a dark red bill and 
legs. When breeding it has a very faint lavender grey hood, but otherwise has a plain 
white head. Sexes are similar. This species differs from the slightly larger 
grey-headed gull in its thinner, darker bill, deeper red legs, paler, plainer head, and 
dark eyes.

The Hartlaub's gull takes two years to reach maturity. Juvenile birds have a brown 
band across the wings. They differ from same-age grey-headed gulls in that they lack 
a black terminal tail band, less dark areas in the wings, darker legs, and a white head.



Hartlaub's gull has accommodated well to humans, and can become very tame around 
habitations. It is an omnivore like most larus gulls, and they will scavenge at tips and 
feed on scraps as well as seeking suitable small prey, often by wading in shallow 
water.

Although it is a relatively rare species, about the tenth rarest of the world's 50 or so 
gull species, it is common in its range and is widely regarded in Cape Town as a 
nuisance, fouling buildings and bathing in urban ponds. It has, at times, been a 
hazard to aircraft near airports.

Like most gulls, it is highly gregarious in winter, both when feeding or in evening 
roosts. This is a noisy species, especially at colonies. The call is a raucous crow-like 
kaaarrh. This species is frequently the subject of complaints about the noise it makes 
in urban areas.



Little gull



The little gull is a small gull that breeds in northern Europe and across the Palearctic. 
The genus name Hydrocoloeus is from Ancient Greek hydro, "water", and koloios, a 
sort of web-footed bird. The specific minutus is Latin for "small".

It also has small colonies in parts of southern Canada. It is migratory, wintering on 
coasts in western Europe, the Mediterranean and (in small numbers) the northeast 
United States; in recent years non-breeding birds have summered in western Europe 
in increasing numbers and in 2016 they successfully nested for the first time in Great 
Britain at the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds reserve at Loch of Strathbeg 
reserve in Aberdeenshire. As is the case with many gulls, it has traditionally been 
placed in the genus Larus. It is the only member of the genus Hydrocoloeus, although 
it has been suggested that Ross's gull also should be included in this genus.

This species breeds colonially on freshwater marshes, making a lined nest on the 
ground amongst vegetation. Normally 2–6 eggs are laid. This is the smallest gull 
species, with a length of 25–30 cm, a wingspan of 61–78 cm, and a mass of 68–162 g. It 
is pale grey in breeding plumage with a black hood, dark underwings and often a 
pinkish flush on the breast. In winter, the head goes white apart from a darker cap 
and eye-spot. The bill is thin and black and the legs dark red. The flight on rounded 
wings is somewhat tern-like.

Young birds have black markings on the head and upperparts, and "W" pattern across 
the wings. They take three years to reach maturity. These gulls pick food off the water 
surface, and will also catch insects in the air like a black tern.



Ross's gull



Ross's gull is a small gull, the only species in its genus, although it has been 
suggested it should be moved to the genus Hydrocoloeus, which otherwise only 
includes the little gull. This bird is named after the British explorer James Clark Ross. 
Its breeding grounds were first discovered in 1905 by Sergei Aleksandrovich Buturlin 
near village of Pokhodsk in North-Eastern Yakutia, while visiting the area as a judge. 
The genus name Rhodostethia is from Ancient Greek rhodon, "rose", and stethos, 
"breast". The specific rosea is Latin for "rose-coloured".

This small bird is similar in size and some plumage characteristics to the little gull. It 
is slightly larger and longer winged than the little gull species, and has more-pointed 
wings and a wedge-shaped tail. Its legs are red. Summer adults are pale grey above 
and white below, with a pink flush to the breast, and a neat black neck ring. In 
winter, the breast tints and neck collar are lost and a small dark crescent develops 
behind the eye.

Young birds resemble winter adults, but have a dark "W" pattern on the wings in 
flight, like young little gulls. The juveniles take two years to attain full adult 
plumage. 



Ross's gull breeds in the high Arctic of northernmost North America, and northeast 
Siberia. It migrates only short distances south in autumn, most of the population 
wintering in northern latitudes at the edge of the pack ice in the northern Bering Sea 
and in the Sea of Okhotsk, although some birds reach more temperate areas, such as 
north west Europe; in February 2016 they were sighted in Cornwall and Ireland 
according to the BTOs 'BirdTrack'. In North America, a Ross's gull has been spotted as 
far south as Salton Sea in California, although sightings this far south are extremely 
rare. The summer breeding grounds are tundra with sedges, grass tussocks, dwarf 
willows, bushes, lichens and pools.



Black-legged kittiwake



The black-legged kittiwake is a seabird species in the gull family Laridae.

This species was first described by Carl Linnaeus in his landmark 1758 10th edition of 
Systema Naturae as Larus tridactylus. The English name is derived from its call, a 
shrill 'kittee-wa-aaake, kitte-wa-aaake'. The genus name Rissa is from the Icelandic 
name rita for this bird, and the specific tridactyla is from Ancient Greek tridaktulos, 
"three-toed", from tri-, "three-" and daktulos, "toe".

In North America, this species is known as the black-legged kittiwake to differentiate 
it from the red-legged kittiwake, but in Europe, where it is the only member of the 
genus, it is often known just as kittiwake.

The black-legged kittiwake is a coastal bird of the arctic to subarctic regions of the 
world. It can be found all across the northern coasts of the Atlantic, from Canada to 
Greenland as well as on the Pacific side from Alaska to the coast of Siberia. 
Black-legged kittiwakes' wintering range extends further south from the St-Lawrence 
to the southern coast of New Jersey as well as in China, the Sargasso sea and of the 
coast of west Africa. There are two subspecies of black-legged kittiwake. Rissa 
tridactyla tridactyla can be found on the Atlantic coast whereas Rissa tridactyla 
pollicaris is found on the Pacific coast.



The adult is 37–41 cm in length with a wingspan of 91–105 cm and a body mass of 
305–525 g. It has a white head and body, grey back, grey wings tipped solid black, 
black legs and a yellow bill. Occasional individuals have pinky-grey to reddish legs, 
inviting confusion with red-legged kittiwake. The inside of their mouth is also a 
characteristic feature of the species due to its rich red colour. Such red pigmentation is 
due to carotenoids pigments and vitamin A which have to be acquired through their 
diet. Studies show that integument coloration is associated with male's reproductive 
success. Such hypothesis would explain the behavior of couples greeting each other 
by opening their mouth and flashing their bright mouth it to their partner while 
vocalizing. As their Latin name suggests, they only possess three toes since their hind 
toe is either extremely reduced or completely absent. The two subspecies being 
almost identical, R. tridactyla pollicaris is in general slightly larger than its 
counterpart R. tridactyle tridactyla. In winter, this species acquires a dark grey 
smudge behind the eye and a grey hind-neck collar. The bill also turns a dusky-olive 
color.

Since kittiwakes winter at sea and rarely touch ground during this period, very little 
is known about their exact molting pattern.



Ivory gull



The ivory gull is a small gull, the only species in the genus Pagophila. It breeds in the 
high Arctic and has a circumpolar distribution through Greenland, northernmost 
North America, and Eurasia.

This species is easy to identify. At approximately 43 centimetres, it has a different, 
more pigeon-like shape than the Larus gulls, but the adult has completely white 
plumage, lacking the grey back of other gulls. The thick bill is blue with a yellow tip, 
and the legs are black. The bill is tipped with red, and the eyes have a fleshy, bright 
red eye-ring in the breeding season. Its flight call cry is a harsh, tern-like keeeer. It 
has many other vocalizations, including a warbling "fox-call" that indicates potential 
predators such as an Arctic fox, polar bear, Glaucous Gull or human near a nest, a 
"long-call" given with wrists out, elongated neck and downward-pointed bill, given 
in elaborate display to other Ivories during breeding, and a plaintive begging call. 
given in courtship by females to males, accompanied by head-tossing. Young birds 
have a dusky face and variable amounts of black flecking in the wings and tail. The 
juveniles take two years to attain full adult plumage. There are no differences in 
appearance across the species’ geographic range.

It takes fish and crustaceans, rodents, eggs and small chicks but is also an opportunist 
scavenger, often found on seal or porpoise corpses. It has been known to follow polar 
bears and other predators to feed on the remains of their kills.



In North America, it only breeds in the Canadian Arctic. Seymour Island, Nunavut is 
home to the largest known breeding colony, while Ellesmere, Devon, Cornwallis, and 
north Baffin islands are known locations of breeding colonies. It is believed that there 
are other small breeding colonies of less than six birds that are still undiscovered. 
There are no records of the ivory gull breeding in Alaska.

During the winter, ivory gulls live near polynyas, or a large area of open water 
surrounded by sea ice. North American birds, along with some from Greenland and 
Europe, winter along the 2000 km of ice edge stretching between 50° and 64° N from 
the Labrador Sea to Davis Strait that is bordered by Labrador and southwestern 
Greenland. Wintering gulls are often seen on the eastern coasts of Newfoundland and 
Labrador and occasionally appear on the north shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and 
the interior of Labrador. It also winters from October through June in the Bering Sea 
and Chukchi Seas. It is most widespread throughout the polynyas and pack ice of the 
Bering Sea. It is also vagrant throughout coastal Canada and the northeastern United 
States, though records of individuals as far south as California and Georgia have been 
reported, as well as The British Isles, with most records from late November through 
early March. Juveniles tend to wander further from the Arctic than adults.



Fork-tailed gull



Sabine's gull, also known as the fork-tailed gull or xeme, is a small gull. Its generic 
placement is disputed; some authors treat it as the sole species in the genus Xema as 
Xema sabini, while others retain it in the genus Larus as Larus sabini.

The Sabine's gull breeds in colonies on coasts and tundra, laying two or three spotted 
olive-brown eggs in a ground nest lined with grass. It is very pelagic outside the 
breeding season. It takes a wide variety of mainly animal food, and will eat any 
suitable small prey. It also steals eggs from nesting colonies of Arctic terns.

The Sabine's gull is a small gull, 27 to 33 cm in length and weighing 135 to 225 g. The 
wings are long, thin and pointed with a span of between 81 to 87 cm. The bill, which 
is black with a yellow tip, is around 2.5 cm long.

This species is easy to identify through its striking wing pattern. The adult has a pale 
grey back and wing coverts, black primary flight feathers and white secondaries. The 
white tail is forked. The male's hood darkens during breeding season. Young birds 
have a similar tricoloured wing pattern, but the grey is replaced by brown, and the 
tail has a black terminal band. Juveniles take two years to attain full adult plumage. 
Sabine's gulls have an unusual molt pattern for gulls. Fledged birds retain their 
juvenile plumage through the autumn and do not start molting into their first winter 
plumage until they have reached their wintering grounds. 



Adults have their complete molt in the spring prior to the spring migration, and have 
a partial molt in the autumn after returning to the wintering area, a reversal of the 
usual pattern for gulls. They have a very high-pitched and squeaking call.

It breeds in the Arctic and has a circumpolar distribution through northernmost North 
America and Eurasia. It migrates south in autumn; most of the population winters at 
sea in the Pacific off western South America in the cold waters of the Humboldt 
Current, while Greenland and eastern Canadian birds cross the Atlantic by way of the 
westernmost fringes of Europe to winter off southwest Africa in the cold waters of the 
Benguela Current. Occasionally individual Sabine's gulls can be seen off other coasts 
such as the northeastern United States or further east in Europe, typically following 
autumn storms. It is recorded often enough inland in North America, Europe, and 
even Siberia, that it has been said to exhibit "cross-continental migration" in addition 
to migration at sea.

The diet and feeding technique of the Sabine's gull varies by season and habitat. In 
the breeding season it takes a range of freshwater and terrestrial prey on the tundra. 
This includes insects and probably spiders, aquatic insects and insect larvae, 
crustaceans, fish and young birds and eggs. Young birds and eggs are taken 
opportunistically and rarely, but can include black turnstones, lapland longspurs and 
even the eggs of other Sabine's gulls and geese. Insects and insect larvae taken 
include terrestrial and aquatic beetles, springtails, craneflies, mosquitos, midges, and 
flower flies.



Swallow-tailed gull



The swallow-tailed gull is an equatorial seabird in the gull family, Laridae. It is the 
only species in the genus Creagrus, which derives from the Latin Creagra and the 
Greek kreourgos which means butcher, also from kreas, meat; according to Jobling it 
would mean "hook for meat" referring to the hooked bill of this species. It was first 
described by French naturalist and surgeon Adolphe-Simon Neboux in 1846. Its 
scientific name is originally derived from the Greek word for gull, "Glaros" and via 
Latin Larus, "gull" and furca "two-tined fork". It spends most of its life flying and 
hunting over the open ocean. The main breeding location is in the Galápagos Islands, 
particularly the rocky shores and cliffs of Hood, Tower and Wolf Islands, with lower 
numbers on most of the other islands. It is more common on the eastern islands where 
the water is warmer.

It is the only fully nocturnal gull and seabird in the world, preying on squid and 
small fish which rise to the surface at night to feed on plankton.

The swallow-tailed gull has no structural or plumage differences between the male 
and female. In the breeding season, the adult has a black plumaged head and a bright 
red fleshy rim around each eye. Outside the breeding season, the head is white and 
the eye rim becomes black. It has a grayish upper breast, gray mantle, and black 
wingtips. The mostly black bill has a contrasting white tip.



The swallow-tailed gull is a near-endemic breeding bird of the Galápagos Islands, 
although a few pairs nest on Malpelo Island off the coast of Colombia. When not 
breeding, it is totally pelagic, flying and hunting over the open oceans, and migrating 
eastward to the coasts of Ecuador and Peru.

The swallow-tailed gull is unique among the gulls in feeding exclusively nocturnally, 
mostly on fish and squid which rise to the surface at night to feed on plankton. It 
leaves the colony as a flock at dusk, with a great deal of screaming and display.


