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Seahorse




A seahorse (also written sea-horse and sea horse) is any of 46 species of small marine
fish in the genus Hippocampus. "Hippocampus" comes from the Ancient Greek
hippokampos, itself from hippos meaning "horse" and kampos meaning "sea
monster". Having a head and neck suggestive of a horse, seahorses also feature
segmented bony armour, an upright posture and a curled prehensile tail. Along with
the pipefishes and seadragons.

Seahorses are mainly found in shallow tropical and temperate salt water throughout
the world, from about 45°S to 45°N. They live in sheltered areas such as seagrass beds,
estuaries, coral reefs, and mangroves. Four species are found in Pacific waters from
North America to South America. In the Atlantic, Hippocampus erectus ranges from
Nova Scotia to Uruguay. H. zosterae, known as the dwarf seahorse, is found in the
Bahamas.

Colonies have been found in European waters such as the Thames Estuary.

Three species live in the Mediterranean Sea: H. guttulatus (the long-snouted
seahorse), H. hippocampus (the short-snouted seahorse), and H. fuscus (the sea pony).
These species form territories; males stay within 1 m2 of habitat, while females range
over about one hundred times that.



Seahorses range in size from 1.5 to 35.5 cm. They are named for their equine
appearance, with bent necks and long snouted heads and a distinctive trunk and tail.
Although they are bony fish, they do not have scales, but rather thin skin stretched
over a series of bony plates, which are arranged in rings throughout their bodies. Each
species has a distinct number of rings. The armor of bony plates also protects them
against predators, and because of this outer skeleton, they no longer have ribs.
Seahorses swim upright, propelling themselves using the dorsal fin, another
characteristic not shared by their close pipefish relatives, which swim horizontally.
Razorfish are the only other fish that swim vertically. The pectoral fins, located on
either side of the head behind their eyes, are used for steering. They lack the caudal
fin typical of fishes. Their prehensile tail is composed of square-like rings that can be
unlocked only in the most extreme conditions. They are adept at camouflage, and can
grow and reabsorb spiny appendages depending on their habitat.

Unusually among fish, a seahorse has a flexible, well-defined neck. It also sports a
crown-like spine or horn on its head, termed a "coronet", which is distinct for each
species.

Seahorses swim very poorly, rapidly fluttering a dorsal fin and using pectoral fins to
steer. The slowest-moving fish in the world is H. zosterae (the dwarf seahorse), with a
top speed of about 1.5 m per hour. Since they are poor swimmers, they are most likely
to be found resting with their prehensile tail wound around a stationary object. They
have long snouts, which they use to suck up food, and their eyes can move
independently of each other like those of a chameleon.



Big-belly seahorse




The big-belly seahorse or pot-bellied seahorseis one of the largest seahorse species in
the world, with a length of up to 35 cm, and is the largest in Australia. Seahorses are
members of the family Syngnathidae, and are teleost fishes. They are found in
southeast Australia and New Zealand.

The big-belly seahorse is found among algae, seagrasses, and rocky reefs in shallow
water, and attached to sponges and colonial hydroids in deeper areas. They also attach
to jetty piles and other manmade objects, and can be found in estuaries. They usually
inhabit waters less than 50 m deep, but have been found as deep as 104 m. Juveniles
are pelagic or attached to drifting seaweed.

The big-belly seahorse has a forward-tilted, a long-snouted head, a distended but
narrow pot belly, and a long, coiled tail. It swims using its dorsal fin with a vertical
stance; when not swimming, it coils its prehensile tail around any suitable growth,
such as seaweed, waiting for planktonic animals to drift by, when they are sucked up
by the small mouth set at the tip of the snout much like a vacuum cleaner. Seahorses
are voracious feeders, eating mainly crustaceans, such as shrimp, and other small
animals living among the seaweed, such as copepods and amphipods. They do not
chew, so they can eat to excess because of their small gut tract. Each eye moves
separately, making it easier for them to see food and predators. Distinguishing males
from females is easy: The male has a smooth, soft, pouch-like area at the base of its
abdomen where the stomach meets the tail on the front side. Males also have a fin
there, but it is less obvious. The female has more of a pointed stomach with a very
obvious fin at the base of it.






The West African seahorse is a species of fish in the family Syngnathidae (Seahorses
and pipefish). It is found in the eastern central Atlantic Ocean off Angola, Benin,
Ivory Coast, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, Sao Tomé and Principe,
Senegal, and Sierra Leone, as well as the Canary Islands. Although there have been
no records from Algeria since Guichenot said that the type was collected at Béjaia in
the 1850s, but the location given may be an error.

There is scarce information despite conservation efforts for this species. The first
records of the West African seahorse at Gran Canaria Island, located in the north-east
Atlantic Ocean, were confirmed by genetic and morphometric analysis. The West
African Seahorse is the only recorded seahorse species in the Canary Islands.

It was first videotaped in 2012. The video is part of a joint investigation between
Project Seahorse, Imperial College London, and the Zoological Society of London
(ZSL) into West Africa’s burgeoning seahorse trade. The number of seahorses
exported, primarily to China for traditional medicine, has risen sharply in the last few
years to about 600,000 seahorses annually. Meanwhile, scientists know virtually
nothing about their numbers, habitat, or life cycle.



Narrow-bellied seahorse
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The narrow-bellied seahorse, western Australian seahorse, or western spiny seahorse,
is a species of marine fish of the family Syngnathidae. It is found in waters off of
Australia, from Perth to Hervey Bay, and the southern portion of Papua New Guinea
in the Torres Strait. It lives over soft-bottom substrates, adjacent to coral reefs, and on
soft corals at depths of 3-63 metres. It is expected to feed on small crustaceans, similar
to other seahorses. This species is ovoviviparous, with males carrying eggs in a brood
pouch before giving birth to live young. This type of seahorse is monogamous in its
mating patterns. The males only fertilize one female's eggs for the mating season
because of the population distribution. While some seahorses can be polygamous
because they are denser in population, this type of seahorse is more sparsely
distributed and the cost of reproduction is high. Therefore, the risk to reproduce due
to predatory and distributary factors limits this breed to one mate, often finding the
same mate season after season.

Individuals of this species are often around 16 centimetres long, but can grow to
lengths of 22 centimetres. They can be identified by their slender body, long snout,
well developed spines and high coronet. Colouration is generally grey to brownish,
with white, yellow, orange or brown scribbly, net-like markings on the head and
body. The snout has 5-6 distinctive dark irregular stripes.



Pygmy seahorse
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The pygmy seahorse, is a seahorse of the family Syngnathidae found in the central
Indo-Pacific area.

It is tiny, usually less than 2 centimetres in size and lives exclusively on fan corals.
There are two known color variations: grey with red tubercles, and yellow with
orange tubercles. It is unknown whether these color varieties are linked to specific
host gorgonians (corals).

The pygmy seahorse is well camouflaged and extremely difficult to spot amongst the
gorgonian coral it inhabits. So effective is this camouflage that the species wasn't
actually discovered until its host gorgonian was being examined in a laboratory. In
1969, a New Caledonian scientist, Georges Bargibant, was collecting specimens of
Muricella gorgonians for the Nouméa museum and whilst one of these was on his
dissection table he happened to notice a pair of tiny seahorses. The next year they
were officially named by Whitley as "Bargibant's pygmy seahorse. Large, bulbous
tubercles cover its body and match the colour and shape of the polyps of its host
species of gorgonian coral, while its body matches the gorgonian stem. It is not
known whether individuals can change colour if they change hosts, although the
ability to change colour according to their surroundings does exist in some other
seahorse species, such as Hippocampus whitei. Other distinctive pygmy seahorse
characteristics include a fleshy head and body, a very short snout, and a long,
prehensile tail. This is also one of the smallest seahorse species in the world, typically
measuring less than 2 centimetres in height.



Short-headed seahorse




The short-headed seahorse or short-snouted seahorse, is a species of marine fish of
the family Syngnathidae. It inhabits coastal waters in southwestern and southeastern
Australia, from Gregory to Bremer Bay (Western Australia), and from Denial Bay
(South Australia) to Newcastle (New South Wales).

The seahorse is usually around 10 centimetres long, with a small, slender body, short
snout and raised coronet. Individuals often have fleshy tendrils on the head and back.
Colouration is generally drab grey to bright yellow-orange, with small black spots
and ringed white ocelli over the trunk and tail. The ventral side of the tail has pale
bars.

They lives in sheltered coastal reefs associated with macroalgal beds and seagrasses.
Individuals have also been found on floating macroalgae, rock reefs, jetty habitats,
and sponge reefs below depths of 15 metres. More commonly, this species occurs at
depths near 5 m.

This carnivorous species feeds on mysids, harpacticoid copepods, and gammarid and
caprellid amphipods. It feeds during the day, staying close to the sand or rubble
bottom.



Giraffe seahorse




The giraffe seahorse is a species of fish of the family Syngnathidae. It is found in
coastal waters off of the south and east coasts of Africa, from South Africa to
Tanzania, and possibly north to Kenya. It lives in estuarine seagrass beds, algae beds,
and shallow reefs to depths of 45 metres, where it can grow to lengths of 10
centimetres. It is expected to feed on small crustaceans, similar to other seahorses.
This species is ovoviviparous, with males carrying eggs in a brood pouch before
giving birth to live young. Individuals are sexually mature at around 6.5 centimetres.
Major threats to this species could be habitat loss, through coastal development and
pollution, and overexploitation through bycatch. Some other threats include human
use by drying out the seahorse for traditional medicine or as a curio.

Some distinctive characteristics include dark spots, one on the top of the coronet or
crown of the seahorse's head and some on the dorso-lateral surface of the seahorse. It
has a prominent spine above its eye in both the female and male specimen.
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Cape seahorse
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Cape seahorse is a species of fish in the family Syngnathidae. It is endemic to the
south coast of South Africa, where it has been found in only three brackish water
habitats: the estuary of the Keurbooms River in Plettenberg Bay, the Knysna Lagoon,
and the estuarine portion of the Swartvlei system in Sedgefield. The limited range of
this seahorse puts it at great risk of extinction.

The Knysna seahorse is a small, delicate creature with a standard length of up to 12
centimetres. Colouration is strongly influenced by the surrounding environment and
a particular individual's mood. It varies from pale green to brown (often with darker
speckles) to purplish black. The body is encased in a series of bony rings, the snout is
relatively short, and the neck arches in a smooth curve without a crown. The tail is
muscular and is used to grasp a mate during courtship or to anchor the fish to the
substrate.

The Knysna seahorse occurs mostly in areas with high vegetation cover (at least 75%),
and is associated with five dominant aquatic plants. The fish is well adapted to
estuarine habitat and can tolerate a wide range of environmental conditions, such as
salinities ranging from 1-59 %o.

Breeding occurs in the austral summer when water temperatures approach 20 °C.
Sexual maturity is attained in about one year at 65 mm standard length.



Bay seahorse




The Beibu Bay seahorse is a species of marine fish of the family Syngnathidae. It is
found off the coast of Hainan, China, and from sites around Beibu Bay/the Gulf of
Tonkin. It inhabits shallow coastal waters to depths of 15 metres. It is expected to
consume small benthic and planktonic crustaceans such as copepods, shrimps, and
mysids, similar to other seahorses. This species is ovoviviparous, with males

brooding eggs in a brood pouch before giving birth to live young. It grows to a length
of 13.3 centimetres .



Coleman's pygmy seahorse




Coleman's pygmy seahorse is a species of fish of the family Syngnathidae. It is found
off of the coast of Lord Howe Island, Australia, although unconfirmed occurrences
have been reported from Milne Bay and the Ryukyu Islands. It lives in coarse sand
and Zostera and Halophila sea grasses at depths around 5 metres. It is expected to
feed on small crustaceans, similar to other seahorses. Ovoviviparous reproduction is
also expected, with males brooding eggs in a pouch before giving birth to live young.

Named after Neville Coleman, an Australian diver and publisher of several popular
books on diving and marine biology of the South Pacific area.

Individuals of this species are tiny, growing to a maximum recorded length of 2.7
centimetres. They have small heads, short snouts, thick trunks, and low coronets.
Algae that are found on seagrass blades attach to their skins, acting as a form of
camouflage. Colouration is generally pale whitish to yellowish, with white circular or
elliptical markings outlined with narrow red lines on the trunk, dusky brown bands
radiating from the eye, brownish-red appendages, and a slightly brownish tail with
red markings.



Tiger tail seahorse




The tiger tail seahorse is a species of fish in the family Syngnathidae. The species was
first described by Theodore Cantor in 1850. It is found in India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Its natural habitats are subtidal
aquatic beds and coral reefs. It is threatened by habitat loss.

The tiger tail sea horse lives in Western Central Pacific: Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines. It lives from 0-1.5 years in captivity and in
the wild, 1-5 years. It is harmless. Its climate in water is tropical; 15°N - 1°N and Its
maximum size is 18.7 cm. Its snout is 2.2 in head length; it is used to suck up food.
They eat small fish, coral, small shrimp, and plankton. The most common pattern is
alternating yellow and black. The tail has stripes from the belly to the tip of the tail.
These sea horses are normally found in pairs on coral reefs, sponge gardens, kelp, or
floating Sargassum. This species is nocturnal. The male carries the eggs in a brood
pouch on their chest which holds from 1 - 2,000 eggs and the pregnancy takes from 1
to 4 weeks. It is also used for traditional Chinese medicine. Seahorse populations are
thought to have been endangered in recent years by over fishing and habitat
destruction. The seahorse is used in traditional Chinese medicine, and as many as 20
million seahorses may be caught each year and sold for this purpose. Import and
export of seahorses has been controlled under CITES since May 15, 2004. They don't
have scales as fish do, they have a tough thin skin stretched out around bony rings on
their bodies. This makes them an unlikely prey for most marine animals, as they are
too bony to digest. They swim upright, rather than horizontally.



Crowned seahorse




The high-crowned seahorse or crowned seahorse, is a species of fish of the family
Syngnathidae. It is endemic to the Pacific coastal waters of Japan (found in shallow
coastal waters from Tokyo bay and Sagami bay), where it lives among Zostera
seagrasses. It can grow to lengths of 10.8 centimetres, but is more commonly 6
centimetres. Individuals feed mainly on small crustaceans such as gammarid
amphipods and copepods, although this can vary by size, with smaller individuals
consuming copepods while larger individuals feed on amphipods and mysids. This
species is ovoviviparous, with males brooding eggs in a brood pouch before giving
birth to live young. Breeding season occurs from June to November, with females and
males reaching sexual maturity at 6.9 centimetres and 7.3 centimetres respectively.
Male brood size ranges from 12-46. The International trade in this species has been
monitored through Appendix II of the CITES licensing system since 2004 and a
minimum size of 10 centimetres applies to traded specimens.



Lowcrown seahorse




Lowcrown seahorse is a fish species of the family Syngnathidae. It is endemic to the
Australian northeastern coast, from Darwin to Brisbane, where it inhabits estuarine
channels and rubble or soft substrates to depths of 21 metres. Little is known of its
feeding habits, but it is likely to feed on small crustaceans such as copepods,
amphipods, and gammarid, caprellid, and caridean shrimps, similar to other
seahorses. This species is ovoviviparous, with males carrying eggs in a brood pouch
before giving birth to live young. This species is not listed in FishBase.

Seahorses can grow to lengths of about 12 centimetres. Individuals usually have
relatively smooth bodies, with low, reduced spines and a low coronet. This species
displays sexually dimorphic colour patterns. Females are mostly pale brown to black,

often with black scribble marks forming lined, zebra-like patterns. Males are usually
dark brown to black with black scribbles.



Softcoral seahorse




The softcoral seahorse, is a species of marine fish of the family Syngnathidae. It is
known from only two specimens collected from the Gulf of Suez in the Red Sea, at
depths of 15-30 metres. Individuals were found associated with soft corals. Although
little is known of this species, it is expected to feed on crustaceans, similar to other
seahorses. It is also expected to be ovoviviparous, with males carrying eggs in a brood
pouch before giving birth to live young.

Individuals collected were around 2.4 centimetres in length. They have a medium
snout with a bulbous tip, a low, angular coronet, and long slender spines on the head,
trunk and tail. Spines have dark brown or black tips.



Denise's pygmy seahorse




Denise's pygmy seahorse or the yellow pygmy seahorse, is a seahorse of the family
Syngnathidae native to the western Pacific.

Denise's pygmy seahorse is a small fish which can reach a maximum length of
approximately 2.4 c¢cm, which makes it one of the smallest representatives of the
seahorses. This pygmy seahorse has a short snout, slender body with a prehensile tail.
Its body is either completely smooth or provided with some polyp-like tubercles, in
which case these are fewer and less developed than Hippocampus bargibanti. Its
coloration ranges from yellow, more or less bright, to orange with often small dark
spots and sometimes darker bands on the tail.

This pygmy seahorse has been reported from several locations in the western Pacific,
including Indonesia, Vanuatu, Palau, Malaysia, the Solomon Islands and Micronesia.
It can be found at depths between 13 and 100 m, generally hiding in fields of
gorgonians
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Spotted seahorse




The lined seahorse, northern seahorse or spotted seahorse, is a species of fish that
belongs to the family Syngnathidae. H. erectus is a diurnal species with an
approximate length of 15 cm and lifespan of one to four years. The H. erectus species
can be found in myriad colors, from greys and blacks to reds, greens, and oranges.
The lined seahorse lives in the western Atlantic Ocean as far north as Canada and as
far south as the Caribbean, Mexico, and Venezuela. It swims in an erect position and
uses its dorsal and pectoral fins for guidance while swimming.

Lined seahorses feed mainly on minute crustaceans and brine shrimp, which they
suck in through their snout. They are able to suck their prey by creating a current of
water leading directly into its snout. Since seahorses are weak swimmers, they must
ambush their prey by blending into their surroundings, which they do rather easily.
The lined seahorse's eyes can move independently of one another, allowing it to
effectively scan its surroundings. The species is sexually dimorphic and it is easy to
distinguish between a male and female lined seahorse. The males are larger and also
have longer tails. The lined seahorse is monogamous and performs ritual dances
every morning to reestablish the bond with its mate. In addition, they create clicking
sounds while embracing their partner. This action occurs when they initially find
their mate. The intensity of their bond is also conveyed in how they handle the death
of their partner: If either the male or female should die, the mate does not
automatically replace the deceased mate with a new one. Often, it fails to find a new
mate in its short lifespan.



Like with other seahorses, the male lined seahorse is the caregiver. During
intercourse, the female sprays her eggs into the male's brood pouch where the eggs
will incubate for 20-21 days. When the juveniles are ready to hatch, the male attaches
its tail to a stationary structure and begins to arch its back, back and forth, releasing
the juveniles into the water column. The juveniles are approximately 11 mm at birth.
They quickly begin to learn and mimic the behavior of its parent. Courtship between
the male and female parents begin immediately after birth.

The habitat of the lined seahorse is diminishing due to coastal growth and pollution,
which ultimately is the cause of the decreasing population. The lined seahorse is also
used as Chinese medicine and is common in the aquarium trade, contributing to its
"vulnerable" status.

The lined seahorse is a diurnal species that ranges in length from 12 cm to 17 cm; the
maximum length reported for the species is 19 cm. The seahorse is sexually
dimorphic, meaning there are distinct differences in appearances of males and
females; most notably the brood pouch located on the male's abdomen which it
utilized in reproduction. Males are also slightly larger in size and have longer
prehensile tails than the females. In the wild, the lined seahorse has a lifespan of one
to four years; however, in captivity their lifespan usually reaches the full four years.
Four years is the maximum age reported for the species. They have a broad color
spectrum, ranging from black, grey, brown, and green, to orange, red, and yellow.
They tend to be paler on their front side.



However, their colors change due to altercations in their environment, diet, anxiety or
stress level, and/or mood. The lined seahorse is brawny and upright in appearance.
They have an armor-like body composed of approximately fifty bony plates. Together
these bony plates form the outer skeleton of the species. It is common for the species
to have white lines outlining the neck area—hence its common name, "lined
seahorse"—and for tiny white dots to be present on the tail. The prehensile tail
consists of numerous rings and the first, third, fifth, seventh, and eleventh may
protrude farther outward than the remaining. The prehensile tail following the bony
plates is utilized by the seahorse to grasp onto its environment composed of seaweed
and coral. The tail curls forward and is seldom aligned. When a lined seahorse is very
young (two weeks to four weeks), the tail is extremely limber. The snout length is
approximately half the head length of the lined seahorse. The cheek spines, located
diagonally down from the eye on either side may be single or double. In total, the
lined seahorse has eleven trunk rings, 34-39 tail rings, 16-20 dorsal fin rays, and 14-18
pectoral fin rays. The pectoral fin is level with the eye on each back side of the lined
seahorse's head. The dorsal fin is located on the back of the skeleton and is level with
the stomach-chest area. Female dorsal fins are slightly larger than the male's and are
located lower on the back. The eyes of the lined seahorse can concentrate together, or
they can operate independently of one another. The lined seahorse may be considered
sexually mature as early as four months; however, it is typically about eight months.
The minimum size of a sexually mature lined seahorse is 5.6 cm.



Fisher's seahorse




Fisher's seahorse, or the Hawaiian seahorse, is a species of fish of the family
Syngnathidae. It is known from the Hawaiian Islands, although previous
misidentifications indicated species occurrences in Australia and New Caledonia.
Habitat preferences are unknown, but it has been found far away from shore and at
depths greater than 100 metres. Feeding habits are also unknown, but individuals are
expected to feed on small crustaceans similar to other seahorses. Hippocampus fisheri
is one out of the three species of Hippocampus genus found in the Hawaiian islands.
They are also expected to be ovoviviparous, with males carrying eggs in a brood
pouch before giving birth to live young. Individuals can grow to lengths of 8
centimetres. The specific name and the common name honour "Walter V. Fisher” of
Stanford University. There was a Walter Kenrick Fisher who was Jordan and
Evermann’s colleague at Stanford and the “V” is assumed to be a typo.
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Long-snouted seahorse




The long-snouted seahorse and in Great Britain as the spiny seahorse, is a marine fish
belonging to the family Syngnathidae, native from the northeast Atlantic, including
the Mediterranean.

The long-snouted seahorse is a small-sized fish that can reach a maximum length of
21.5 cm but the average size is more or less 12 cm. The body is slender, the snout is
long and the tail is prehensile. Its head and dorsal ridge have often some more or less
long and numerous dermal filaments which can be simple or bifid. Its color ranges
from dark green to different variants of brown to yellow, the body is often speckled
with small white dots.

The long-snouted seahorse is widespread throughout the temperate waters of the
eastern Atlantic Ocean from the south coast of the United Kingdom to the
Netherlands and south to Morocco, including the Canary Islands, the Azores and
Madeira and the Mediterranean Sea.

This seahorse likes shallow coastal waters from 1 to 20 m deep. It occurs close by
Posidonia and eelgrass meadows or in mixed habitat with sandy bottom and rocks
with algae.



Korean seahorse




The Korean seahorse, is a seahorse of the family Syngnathidae native to the northern
Pacific Ocean (Korea Strait and Sea of Japan), and it usually lives in Sargassum and
weeds on shallow soft bottom habitats from 0 to 18 m depth. The Korean seahorse is
the most common seahorse in Korean waters so that the scientific name 'haema' is
named from 'seahorse' in Korean. The Japanese name 'Himetatsu' is derived from its
smaller shape such as body and coronet rather than the shape of a sister species,
crowned seahorse. This species had been repeatedly misidentified as crowned
seahorse and Shiho's seahorse before a taxonomic review. However, the two genuine
species do not live in Korean waters, therefore this species was handled by naming a
new scientific name, Hippocampus haema. It can grow to lengths of 11 centimeters,
but more commonly 6 to 8 centimeters as adult. Namely, the length of juvenile is 1 to 5
centimeters, whereas and the lengths of males and females reaching sexual maturity
are considered as ca. 5 centimeters with or without male brood pouch. However, sex
determination of this species is considered as ca. 2 centimeters from anatomic
examination of gonad. This species has sexual dimorphism, the difference is male has
a longer tail, while female has a longer trunk for same size. Breeding season of this
species is from May to November (7 months), relating to warm water temperature.



Short-snouted seahorse




The short-snouted seahorse is a species of seahorse in the family Syngnathidae. It was
endemic to the Mediterranean Sea and parts of the North Atlantic, particularly around
Italy and the Canary Islands. In 2007, colonies of the species were discovered in the
River Thames around London and Southend-on-Sea.

Their preferred habitat is shallow muddy waters, estuaries or seagrass beds.

They are typically found on the bottoms of rocks, in seaweed or in the edge of sea
grass beds in shallow muddy water. They can only be found in waters that are up to
77 metres deep. They have a very restricted home range because they have very
limited daily movements. The most of their movement occurs when storms occur and
the seahorses are moved with the current or they are carried away because of their
grasp on debris that is floating in the water. In the winters they typically move into
the deeper water to escape rough seas. They will use their tails to anchor themselves
to stems of plants and are able to camouflage very well.

The short-snouted seahorse is found in the northeastern Atlantic, from the north
western Scotland and the Netherlands south to Senegal and into the Mediterranean
Sea as well as in the coastal waters of the Azores, Madeira, and the Canary Islands.



In Britain and Ireland the distribution is influenced by the warmer waters of the Gulf
Stream which create the conditions for higher productivity of plankton and this
means that both this species and the long-snouted seahorse are found mainly on
southern and western coasts but as the Gulf Stream flows into the North Sea to the
north and south of the Great Britain small populations of both species do exist in the
North Sea.

It has potential to be up to 15 centimetres long. They have a prominent spine above
each eye. They have snouts that are short and upturned. Their snouts are about 1/3 of
the length of their head. Their dorsal fin has 16-18 rays with a dark stripe that runs
parallel to the margin and provides propulsion. Their pectoral fins have 13-15 rays
and are located below the gill openings. Their pectoral fins are mostly utilized for
stability and steering. Their angular appearance comes from the bony tubercles that
are in the body rings. Their bodies can be black, purple, orange or brown. They have a
tail that is unable to bend backwards but is considered semi-flexible. They use it as
an anchor by wrapping it around coral or sea grass. The tail is also used to get hold of
a partner during greeting and mating services.



