American Literature Between
1917 and World War Il




e There were a lot of the radical economic and
social changes in American life during the
twenties and thirties.

e |t was a fruitful time for crltlcal reallsts




Overview

* What was the most important event of that
period?



The First World War (WWI)

was fought from
1914 to 1918

2 groups of warring
nations

‘The Central Powers’
(LleHTpanbHble AepxaBbl)
: Germany,

Austrla -Hungary,

Turkey and Bulgaria A . ,'

‘The Allied Powers’
(AHTaHTAa):!

France, Britain,
Russia, ltaly, Japan,
and (from 1917) the
U.S.




Nature of war

 War between countries for acquiring colonies
or territory or resources.
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Outcomes

* The German, Russian, Austro-Hungarian and
Ottoman empires were defeated.

* Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires
ceased to exist. The League of Nations was
formed in the hope of prevgp_’g_p another
such conflict. 3




e The writers reflected the new realities of
American life.

* New themes, plots and heroes appeared in
the novels and stories of the realistic writers.

* The main purpose is the necessity of changing
the social order




American realists revealed in his works:
* the truth of American life,

* showed the tragic fate of young Americans
after World War |



The most outstanding
American realists:

* Theodore Dreiser,

* Francis Scott Fitzgerald,
e William Faulkner,

* Ernest Hemingway.
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Scott
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Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945)




An American Tragedy

* Pp 318-319

DREISER

InTwo Volumes

VOL. ONE

A

HrODORE
JREISER™S

FIRST NOVE
SINCE 1915

AN 2 vols. 85.00
AMERICAN
TRAGEDY

by Theodore Dreiser

SIN CE the publication of
THE “GENIUS,” Mr.
Dreiser, America’s foremost
living novelist, has gradual-
ly formulated in his mind a
novel which we believe to be
more than a worthy succes-
sor to his other great novels,
SISTER CARRIE, JENNIE
GERHARDT, THE FINAN-

CIER, etc.

The protagonist of Mr.
Dreiser’s story is one Clyde
Griffiths, whom we see in
his adventures, from his
shabby, fanatically relig-
ious Kansas background

{Continued on beck flap)



