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Gold Coast is a major tourist destination with a sunny,
subtropical climate and has become widely known for
its world-class surfing beaches, high-rise dominated
skyline, theme parks, nightlife, and rainforest
hinterland. The city is part of the nation's entertainment
industry with television productions and a major film
industry. The city hosted the 2018 Commonwealth
Games which ran from 4 to 15 April 2018.
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A number of small townships developed along
coast and in the hinterland. The western suburb
of Nerang was surveyed and established as a
base for the industry and by 1870 a town reserve
had been set aside. By 1873, the town reserve of
Burleigh Heads had also been surveyed and
successful land sales had taken place. In 1875,
the small settlement opposite the boat passage at
the head of the Nerang River, known as Nerang
Heads or Nerang Creek Heads, was surveyed
and renamed Southport, with the first land sales
scheduled to take place in Beenleigh. Southport
quickly grew a reputation as a secluded holiday
destination for wealthy Brisbane residents. After
the establishment of the Surfers Paradise Hotel in
the late 1920s, the Gold Coast region grew
significantly.
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The Gold Coast is approximately half covered by forests of various types. This includes small
patches of near-pristine ancient rainforest, mangrove-covered islands, and patches of coastal

heathlands and farmland with areas of uncleared eucalyptus forest. Of the plantation pine forests
that were planted in the 1950s and 1960s, when commercial forest planting for tax minimisation
was encouraged by the Commonwealth government, tiny remnants remain.
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View from the lookout at Purling Brook Falls in the Gold Coast
hinterland



Gold Coast City lies in the southeast corner of Queensland, to the south of
Brisbane, the state capital. The Albert River separates the Gold Coast from
Logan City, a local government area south of the City of Brisbane.

To the west, the city borders a part of the Great Dividing Range commonly
referred to as the Gold Coast hinterland. A 80 sg mi section of the mountain
range is protected by Lamington National Park and has been listed as a World
Heritage area in recognition of its "outstanding geological features displayed
around shield volcanic craters and the high number of rare and threatened
rainforest species". The area attracts bushwalkers and day-trippers. Important
rainforest pollinating and seed-dispersing Black flying foxes (Pteropus alecto) are
found in the area and may be heard foraging at night.



m lences a humid subtropical
' , rs and hot, humid summers.

The city experiences substantial summer precipitation
mostly concentrated in thunderstorms and heavy
showers with rain events occasionally lasting up to a
few weeks at a time giving residents "the summer
blues”, while winter is pleasantly mild to warm with little
rain. In fact, it is for this pleasant winter weather that
both the city and the Sunshine Coast—the coastal
region north of Brisbane—are internationally renowned.
Extreme temperatures recorded at Gold Coast Seaway
have ranged from 0.6 °C (33 °F) on 18 June 2018 to
40.5 °C (105 °F) on 22 February 2005, although the city
rarely experiences temperatures above 35 °C (95 °F) in
summer or below 5 °C (41 °F) in winter. The average
temperature of the sea at Surfers Paradise ranges from
21.5°C (70.7 °F) in July and August to 27.1 °C (80.8 °
F) in February.




Demographic

ording to the 2016 census, the population of the Gold Coast was 569,997. The median age was 39
e, 1 y.0. than the nationwide median. The male-to-female ratio was 48.6-t0-51.4.

The most commonly nominated
ancestries were

64% of people were born in Australia, while the
other most common countries of birth were
New Zealand (7.9%), England (5.2%), China
and South Africa (1.2% each), and Japan
(0.7%). Indigenous Australians accounted for
1.7% of the population.

The most commonly spoken languages other than
English were Mandarin (1.6%), Japanese (1.0%),
Korean and Spanish (0.6% each), and Cantonese
(0.5%). The most common religious affiliations
reported were none (31.8%), Catholic (20.7%),
WEnglish MAustralian Mirish WScottish [ German Anglican (16.2%), and Uniting Church (3.9%)




Governme

nt
Administratively, the Gold Coast is

a local government area called the
City of Gold Coast. The City of
Gold Coast Council has 14 elected
councillors, each representing a
division of the City. Businessman
Tom Tate is the current Mayor of
the Gold Coast, first elected in
2012.




At the state level, the Gold Coast area is
represented by eleven members in the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland. The
seats they hold are: Bonney, Broadwater,
Burleigh, Coomera, Currumbin, Gaven,
Mermaid Beach, Mudgeeraba, Southport,
Surfers Paradise and Theodore. Federally,
the Gold Coast area is split between 11
divisions in the House of Representatives.
The biggest of them: Fadden (northern),
Moncrieff (central) and McPherson
(southern) are located entirely within the
Gold Coast, while Forde (north-west) and
Wright (south-west) encompass parts of the
Gold Coast and other areas of Southeast
Queensland.



Southport Courthouse is the city's major
courthouse and has jurisdiction to hear
petty criminal offences and civil matters
up to A$250,000. Indictable offences,
criminal sentencing and civil matters
above A$250,000 are heard in the higher
Supreme Court of Queensland which is
located in Brisbane. There is also a
subsidiary Magistrates Court, located at
the southern suburb of Coolangatta.




Econom

In fifty years, Gold Coast City has grown from a small beachside
holiday destination to Australia's sixth largest city (and the country's
most populous non-capital city). The Gold Coast is one of Australia's
fastest growing large cities, with a 5-year annual average population
growth rate to 2015 of 1.8%, compared to 1.5% nationally. Gross
Regional Product has risen from A$9.7 billion in 2001, to A$15.6 billion
in 2008, a rise of 61 percent. Tourism remains fundamental to Gold
Coast City's economy, with almost 10 million visitors a year to the area.
In the past the economy was driven by the population derived
industries of construction, tourism and retail. Some diversification has
taken place, with the city now having an industrial base formed of
marine, education, information communication and technology, food,
tourism, creative, environment and sports industries. These nine
industries have been identified as the key industries by the City of Gold
Coast Council to deliver the city's economic prosperity.

Gold Coast City's unemployment rate (5.6 per cent) is below the
national level (5.9 per cent). The declaration of Southport as the Gold
Coast central business district (CBD) and a Priority Development Area
(PDA), as well as new investment into the CBD, is driving
transformative change and creating new business and investment
opportunities.



Tourism

Around 10 million tourists visit the Gold Coast area every year: of Bropesty;tourlsmiand refall stiacecf the:egonomy
849,114 international visitors, 3,468,000 domestic overnight =1
visitors and 5,366,000 daytrip visitors. Tourism is the region's
biggest industry, directly contributing more than $4.4 billion into the
city economy every year and directly accounting for one in four
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jobs in the city. There are approximately 65,000 beds, 60 15% |

kilometres (37 mi) of beach, 600 kilometres (370 mi) of canal, —

100,000 hectares of nature reserve, 500 restaurants, 40 golf - J

courses and five major theme parks in the city. There have been —

various prospects and proposals raised for even more theme Australa Gold Coast

parks.

GOLD COAST TRIPS

Tourism is Gold Coast City's main industry, generating a

#0000 | total of $2.5 billion in revenue per annum. The Gold Coast is

00 /\// the most popular tourist destination in Queensland. It is

150,000 ~ Australia's 5th most visited destination by international
tourists.
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