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J, you will see small
|s or scattered on the
nd outlying farms hidden in the woods.
prised ,if not struck ,to see a famlly of
 their nests above the temples ,towers
- and es. The white stork is the symbol of

Belarus, and Beneath White Wings (as
Uladzimir Karatkevich called it). And theS@&wonderful
wings symbolize life a Orii ure. A his
and more await yQulsi
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Territory — 207,600 sq. km.

Location — eastern part of Europe |ds
Borders — with‘_PoI Lithuania, ia, the

BELARU

ere Ilve Russians, P

aliti
Insk

Time — GMT + 2 hours

Currency — the Belarusian rouble

Climate — moderate continental, with mild and humid winter and warm
summer

Nature — the terrain is mainly flat and hilly, the highest point is only

m above'the sea level. 36% of the territory is covered with forests§&5% -
agricultural land. There are e th ,000 rives and brooks a bout
11,000 lakes in Belagus. 6: the country is officially viewed

specially protge atural territories.
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Republic of Belarus
2.The Mount of Glory
3.The Victory obelisk
4.Ruins of the Sapega castlei
5.Catholic Church in Nov,
6.The Church of SS Bori
Grodno
7.Mansion house
in Volkovysk
8.The Brest fortress .
9.The Mir castle (XVI century).
10.St. George’s Church in David-Gorodok.
11.Kirill Tourovsky monument in Tourov.
12.Church in Tourov.
13.St. Nicholas' Church in Petrikov.
14.The Church of the Ascension in
Kashevitsy.
15.Catholie Church of St. Bernhard and
CirterciumFollowers in Wozyr.
16.The Trinity Church'in Yelsk.
17.Arbor of a mansion house in Naroylia.
18.The Intercession Church in Kor
19.0ld-Ritualists’ houses in Vetka.
20.Palace and park comple
21.Chapel of St. Euphrg
Rechitsa.
22.5t. Sofia's Cathedy

Polotsk in

Polotsk.
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The historical paradox is that Belarusian are one
of the most peace-loving nations in the world.
Tolerance is their inalienable quality. Yet, alas, it
did not help the country to b

Switzerland. Due to its geogr

Belarus has always been th e arena where
stronger neighbors g of feudal lords,
forced introducti Shristi , raids of
crusaders, Mon '

The Ruzhany castle 2

invaders are part of
history. Thank God, wars are a thing of the past,
too. Only ancient castles and palaces remind us
about the stormy past of Belarus. Some of them '
are being actively restored — for instance, the *&v .
castle of Mir — a real miracle made of red bricks - = v
. . &=
and looking onto an ancient pond where, as the
legends say, uncountable treasures wait to be
recovered. But, perhaps, the strongest
impression would be left by the castles and
palaces that have not been touched by re

Khrevo, Golshany, Smolian an

Formidable and stately ruinSi€overed with the Portrait of Katarzhyna and
dust of centuries sg pe still living in their

times. Touch thg ay stones and feel the Mary Radzivill.1646
rhythmic, neve arrupting pulse of history’ —







From ancient times Belaru ‘ lled “Lakeland” &
and it is quite justified: there 11,000 lakes a

20,000 rivers and brooks i ountry. Blue,

i Iakes are either
hidden in forest t d’ '

meadows... Lak . Belarus, that i
why the cou i rred to as “the e
blue-eye” Belarus. The most pr us jewel in the

crown of Belarus is th i rk “Braslav

lakes”. Local places are compared with

Switzerland or Finland, however, they really

absolutely unique. The amazing charm of this land j

Is created due to a constant change in its Fidgety reed-warbler-a very rare bird
landscape: lakes, hills, woods and again lakes with

a total area of 1,830 sq. km though their exact

number‘has not been counted thus far. The name S S

“Naroch” is well-known not only to every Belarus Braslav region—==

but also far beyond the boundaries of cQuntry — S > =
unique beauty of the place %ate ha
made the Naroch region a st favored of all the
Belarusian holiday 4 'S and the National park
“Narochansky” et up here in 1999.
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The best way to estimate wood resources of Belarus
is to have a look at them through a bird’s eye. From
above it becomes quite obvious that more than a third
of the country’s territory s to be covered withg
green blanket. Major forest of Europe ha en
preserved here. They are a reasure, witch i '
n gold”. To a great
urope”. Howeveﬁi
addition to their elarusian woods 3
also a true c heir unique andyi

some places undisturbed beau he best way to
enjoy it is to VISIt forest rese n Belarus

extent, Belarus is

The Europeaﬁ"*t;n; n o} & 18
Belave skaya Pusc -- S A

\
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‘An elk in Berezina reserve
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The most famous national park is the -
Belovezhskaya Puscha forest reserve in
which a reserve-typical of life was
introduced.... as early as eginning of
the XV century! Thanks
measures oaks
450-year-old a 0-year-old
pine-trees hay,

powerful, crystal- eautiful. And
you will, certainly, be particularly
impressed meeting a European Bison —
an animal that
Belarus.

A courting black
grouse




ity has existed in 4
Belarus for more than ten ce es, ancient r@#
associated with pagan tim ve within the nation.
range pictures on m

e

.. the present day!
r festivals. The most
colorful of them are Koli nd Kupalie. Koliady is
actually the celebration of the New Year as old calendar
(prior to 1917) on the night of January 13-14.
Traditionally, some people dress to look like animals or
fiction creatures, and then noisy companies, holding the
depiction of the sun and a nanny-goat’s head, begin
visiting houses one after another singing original
Koliady songs¥in return people give them food fr
their tables and sometimes money. Kupalie is th
mysterious of all Belarusiz J:

the night from 6 to 7 of Ju
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According to popular legends that have existed
for thousands of years, wer of a fern uaolds
on the Kupala midnight the one wh s it
will be eternally happy. And that
person will knoithe On the night y‘ﬂing
people set off with a naive, yet
romantic i miraculous flower.
In the meantime girls makelWreaths and let them
drift down river s ,, to find out their
destiny and marital future. Besides, they move
on a round dance and jump over the fire
competing in their deftness. It’'s an amazingly
wonderful and ancient pages festival. The Kupala
night is the darkest one in the year. One step
away from the fire and you plunge into absolute
night and stars. But what is that little flam
glimmering in the depthef the fo ?2lsi

a fern flower?






