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Twelve million children attend about

== 40.000 schools in Britain. Education in
=’Great Britain is compulsory and free for all
{3_ =_- children between the ages of 5 and 16.

- »There are many children who attend a
E_- _nursery school from the age of 3, but it is
== 10t compulsory. In nursery schools they
 fearn some elementary things such as
numbers, colours, and letters. Apart from
that babies play, have lunch and sleep
—tﬁere Whatever they do, there is always

& = _someone keeping an eye on them.
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ompulsory education begins at the age of 5
when children go to primary school. Primary

| educatlon lasts for 6 years. It is divided into two
= periods: infant schools (pupils from 5 to 7 years
old) and junior schools (pupils from 7 to 11 years
old). In infant schools children don't have real
classes. They mostly play and learn through
E-playing. It is the time when children just get

e acquainted with the classroom, the blackboard,
desks and the teacher. But when pupils are 7,
-Teal studying begins. They don't already play so
much as they did it in infant school. Now they
:2 have real classes, when they sit at desks, read,

= : : _
:’ -write and answer the teacher's questions.
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— €ompulsory secondary education begins
:§ when children are 11 or 12 and lasts for 5
>years Secondary school is traditionally
; divided into 5 forms: a form to each year.
i.-Children study English, Mathematics,
5»_’ Science, History, Art, Geography, Music,
E a Foreign language and have lessons of
—— Physmal training. Religious education is
&==_-al/so provided. English, Mathematics and
§;>80|ence are called "core" subjects. At the
- age of 7,11 and 14 pupils take

= _-examinations in the core subjects.
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