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History

• Central and Upper Belgium
• Cross of Durham Shorthorns and Friesian 

cattle in 1850-1890
• Initially dual purpose breed 
• Chaolais in 19th Century
• Bred for meat qualities after WW11
• Product of Professor Hanset 



Description

• Double Muscling
• Large sized animal with rounded outline 
• Fine but strong legs and can walk easy
• Docile
• Males 1700 lbs, 53” tall
• Females 1100 lbs, 48” tall 



Desirable Traits

• Meat Quantity 
• Meat Quality comparable with 

Hereford-Angus
• Lower in fat and cholesterol than chicken
• Early Maturation 



Performance

• Belgian Blue is becoming more important 
as the male breed in various countries in 
Europe, Africa, America and Asia. 

•  Use of Belgian Blue bulls on female milk 
breeds show the qualities of breed, at their 
best. 

• Production of more highly muscled calves



Genetic Problems

• Traditionally hard calving
• High calving interval and calf mortality  
• Belgian Blue performed lower in calving 

ease and calving rate.  
•  Delivery by caesarean. 



Top Bull

• Mahogany a black, tall
• He has sired well grown, correct, smart saleable 

progeny.
• On pedigree cows, 85% have been naturally born, 
• Easy calving on crossbred cows with good dark 

color passing through to his progeny. 
• Mahogany's stock are just starting to filter through 

the sale rings with prices well above the breed 
average. 



The End
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