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     July 12th, 1941 Great Britain and 
the USSR signed an agreement on the 
creation of a military alliance.               
Manchester was one of the first 
British cities to establish an 
Anglo-Russian Friendship Committee 
for lending active support for the 
anti-Hitler alliance. Common 
experience of the fighting against 
German aggression prompted the 
Lord Mayor of Manchester to send a 
telegram to Leningrad on September 
6th, 1941 as a sign of support for the 
courage and perseverance of the city's 
residents. 

The telegrams sent to Leningrad 
by the Lord Mayor of Manchester, R. G. Edwards



     At the national level, Mrs 
Churchill's "Aid to Russia" Fund quickly 
moved to whip-round and materials for the 
Russian Red Cross Society. In November 
1941, Anglo-Russian Committee organized 
a Week of Anglo-Russian friendship in 
order to spread knowledge and information 
about the new ally of Britain and fundraise 
for the "Aid to Russia" Fund in 
Manchester. The Week included 
fundraising events, an exhibition, lectures 
and film screenings about life in the Soviet 
Union.

Posters to fundraise for the 
"Aid to Russia" Fund  

of Mrs Churchill 



     On September 9th, 1941, the Manchester's 
Women's Anglo-Soviet Unity Committee was 
established in order to reach a better 
understanding and solidarity between women 
of Manchester and the Soviet Union.
     The Committee created an album with 
signings and greetings to Soviet women 
which they presented to Mrs. Maisky in 
November 1941. In January 1943, Mrs. 
Maisky presented an album from the women 
of the "Trekhgornaya Manufactura" to the 
women of Manchester. The award ceremony 
was intended to express patriotism, common 
struggle and the importance of women's 
participation in manufacturing production for 
the front line. Madame Maisky is giving the album “The 

Women of the Trekhgornaya Manufactura” to 
the Lord Mayor, 1943.



     In January 1942, the delegation of trade 
union activists of the USSR led by Madame 
Nikolayeva visited the factories of 
Manchester in order to raise awareness of the 
military alliance between the USSR and the 
UK and also to encourage the production of 
military equipment. 
    Manchester and District Anglo-Soviet 
Women’s Unity Committee organized the 
Lancashire Women’s Parliament headed by 
Clara Bamber.  Its first meeting was attended 
by 300 women from various political parties, 
trade unions, Anglo-Soviet committees and 
munition factories.

Clara Bamber 
President of the Manchester and 
District Women’s Anglo-Soviet 

Unity Committee

Klavdia Nikolayeva 
Secretary of the 

All-Union Council of 
Trade Unions



     Metropolitan-Vickers and other factories in 
Manchester provided the USSR with their 
supplies via the Arctic convoys.  Apart from 
military equipment, Metro-Vickers helped the 
USSR to install 17 power stations and delivered 
35 portable power plants since the end of 1943.    
From 1941 to 1945, more than 3000 British 
soldiers died in the Arctic convoys which 
delivered crucial supplies to the northern ports in 
the USSR. 

The Arctic convoys to the 
USSR



      In recognition of their courage 
the Russian Government honoured 
the British veterans of the Arctic 
convoys with the Ushakov medal. 
On October 13th, 2014, at a 
ceremony at Manchester Town Hall 
the Russian Ambassador, Alexander 
Yakovenko, presented Ushakov 
medals to 73 Arctic convoy veterans 
born in Greater Manchester.     

Former signaller Samuel Pearson 
holding the Ushakov medal

The Arctic convoy veterans
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