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ghting. Edison was no

scientist and ne and fundamental laws of

Nature; he was a technician simple, and a very good business man as well. He
knew what had been done in the field of electric lighting before his time, and

he had seen some appliances of his contemporaries, such as the arc-lamp.
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e found that 110 0 volts was the most suitable potential difference and
would reduce transmission losses of current to a minimum — he could not have
foreseen that the introduction of that voltage was to set the standard for a
century of electric lighting.
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® Ediso ctric lamp to the world by

illuminating his own | ‘ 880.
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® There was much talk about the end of gas-lighting, and gas shares slumped on the stock exchanges of

the world. But a famous Berlin engineer pronounced that electric light would never take the place of gas
O when Edison showed his lamps for the first time in Europe, at the Paris Exhibition of 1881.










hydro-ge

Niagara Falls, begun in 1
operation a few years later with an output

of 5,000 horsepower.










