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Mankind has frequently
created catastrophes that
devastate the environment
and taken lives. The 10 worst
man-made disasters of all time
are difficult to determine \glth
so'many blunders. Ho: ":ever

excluding the Iossf* |
resulting from war, terrorism @ [
or transportation disaster, this' A
list includes the incidents that | ,
have had the most affecton B =
people and the environment




1. London’s Killer Fog

With the advent of industry, Lendon’s population was
accustomed to seeing foggy,"pollution laden,air. In 1952
howevet, this pollution took a tragic turn. This'winter, the
weather was cold and residents burned more coal in their
fireplaces to alleviate the.chill. The smoke'laced with sulfur
dioxide, nitrogen oxides and soot,;and leftdtOndon encased in
a black cloud of near total darkness and killed overl2,000

~ people. =




2. The Al-Mishraq Fire

Another of the 10 worst man- ma‘de
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iS: stesgof all time was the

flrexat an Iraq| sulfur plant
burned f@? about a month"te easmg s“'j‘ furdioxide into the

atmosphere Sulfuvr;cf OXIde can k|I'I pe respiratory




3. The Nuclear Power Plant Explosion in
Chernobyl, Russia

On April 26th 1986, the Chernobyl‘f"‘“ﬁ
Plant inithe Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic had a major
meltdown which resulted in‘the
atmospheric release of radiéactivé
material four hundred tlmes more
radioactive than lecshlma Since;
the accident theFe have been |
countless children with birth
defects, a sickening increase of
cancer sufferers and many other
health issues




4. The Kuwait Oil Fires

The'Gulf War oil spillis.the
largest oil spill in history
making it one of the 10

worstman- made disasters



5. The Destruction of the Aral Sea

The AralSea was onhe of thefour"
largest'lakes at one point in time.
However, in the 1960’s, the Sovijet
Union diverted the waters fromy
the rivers that fed thelake to*
irrigation projects. The sea has /
now shrunk by 90 percent and the
salt and sandstorms that the
devastation created kill plant life
and have negative consequences
for hundreds of miles around.




6. The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

On March'24, 1989, the
American oil tanker the Exxon
Valdez collided with the Bligh

Reef. This created an oil spill
with farreaching
“‘conséquences in the Prince
B William Sound in Alaska. Over
& 11 million gallons of.oil spilled
over nearly 500 miles polluting
"Qﬂ the coastline. Over a quarter
e million birds were killed and
countless other wildlife.




7. Dioxin Pollution

On July 10,.1976 in Meda, Mtaly, areactorin the ICMESA
chemicali€company.exploded: This'led to a toxic cloudwof dioxin
being.released into the atmospheére. Dioxin is one of the most
toxic chemicals known to man. While noone died as a direct

result of the accident, many children were affected by the
serious skin disease chloracne fram the aceident.

- C - <‘=|

EJ

uvn T o

o Agwrrs .
A~ Sall Ary 8
o

—

- - o .
¢ - -\ 279"
. - "




8. The Love Canal

In the 1940’s a strange smell

enveloped thé'area around the tove™ JENEEEN h \ 1\.1",\"%

Canal near Niagara Falls. Residents ‘|'|' NN D ER
also/began to notice an odd X XN

seepage leaking into th‘eir yards and ) 1

people began tofallill. In addltlon

many women beganto have
miscarriages and give birth to |
babies with birth defects. Upon
inspection, it was discovered that
there was over 21,000 tons of toxic
industrial waste buried below the
surface of the town by a local
company.




On the night of Decémber.2, 1984,
the Union Carbide pesticide plant
in Bhopal, India began to leak
methylisocyanate gas and other
POisONOUS toxihs into the
atmgsphere. Over:500,000 were
éxposed and there were up to
15,000 deaths at that time. In
D, ;'_:_431?w,%additioh, mc?re than 20,900 people
7 y.» " havedied since the accident from

4 = gas-related diseases.
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10. The Three Mile Island Nuclear Explosion
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ed. a part of th
core was d:::- ngd thousa
ents evacuated the area. Events
cause basic changes through-

ds nuclear power industry.
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