


tie Wills Wilde (16 October
)00) was an Irish

ssayist, and poet. After
orms throughout the 1880s,
don's most popular

890s. He is remembered
he Picture of Dorian
1rcumstances of his









iversity education

his class in his first year, won a
examination in his second, and
his finals, won the Berkeley Gold Medal, the

ity's highest academic award in Greek. He was

ed to compete for a demyship to Magdalen
Oxford - which he won easily, having already
reek for over nine years.
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gdalen College, Oxford

agdalen College, Wilde became particularly well
is role in the aesthetic and decadent

wore his hair long, decorated his rooms

ers, blue china, once remarking to

is third year Wilde had truly begun to create himself

is myth, and saw his learning developing in much
ways than merely the prescribed texts. Wilde did not
Walter Pater until his third year

Pater gave Wilde his sense of almost flippant devotion to
art, though it was John Ruskin who gave him a purpose for
it. When Wilde eagerly attended Ruskin's lecture series The
Aesthetic and Mathematic Schools of Art in Florence, he
learned about aesthetics as simply the non-mathematical
elements of painting. In November 1878, Oscar Wilde
graduated with a double f1rst in h1s B.A. of Classical
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agdalen College, Oxford
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80s - debut In society

tion from Oxford, Wilde returned to

e met again Florence Balcombe, a
0 eart. She became engaged to

m Stoker and they married in 1878.

ad been publishing lyrics and poems in
zines since his entering Trinity College,
cially in Kottabos and the Dublin University
zine. In mid-1881, at 27 years old, Poems
collected, revised and expanded his poetic efforts.
The book was generally well received, and sold
out its first print run of 750 copies, prompting
further printings in 1882.



ife and marriage

d been introduced in 1881 to
d, daughter of Horace Lloyd, a wealthy
She happened to be visiting Dublin
> was lecturing at the Gaiety
to her, and they married on 29
St. James Church in

ouple had two sons, Cyril

in London.
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ro‘:se writing: 1886-91

d reviewing and journalism; the form
le. He could organise and share his
rature and life, yet in a format
ecturing. Wilde, like his parents
re him, also supported the cause of Irish
nalism. With his youth nearly over, and a
ly to support, in mid-1887 Wilde became the
r of The Lady's World magazine, his name
inently appearing on the cover. . In October
1889, Wilde had finally found his voice in prose
and, at the end of the second volume, Wilde left
The Woman's World.



ter fiction

d The Happy Prince and Other

had been regularly writing fairy
s. In 1891 he published two
Arthur Savile's Crime and
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f Dorian Gray

e OSCAR WILDE’'S

- most famous novel

il he Picture of
| Worian Gray
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eatrical career: 1892-95

inued his interest in the theatre and

' ing his voice in prose, his thoughts
ned again to the dramatic form as the biblical
ography of Salome filled his mind. Salome
ublished jointly in Paris and London in

but was not performed until 1896 in Paris,
g Wilde's later incarceration.
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m The Importance of Being Earnest

Earnest's immediate reception as Wilde's best
work to date finally crystallised his fame into a
solid artistic reputation. The Importance of Being
Earnest remains his most popular play.



Death

Wilde had developed cerebral

on 30 November 1900. Wilde

| - he Cimetiere de Bagneux
Parls in 1909 emains were disinterred

sferred to Pere Lachaise Cemetery, inside

. Wilde's life continues to fascinate, and he

the subject of numerous biographies

death.
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