Present Perfect Continuous




It is formed by means of the auxiliary verb fo be in one ol
the perfect tenses and Participle I of the notional verb. /

I’ve been working for two years.

In interrogative form the first auxiliary verb is placed before
the subject

Have I’ve been working for two years
In the negative form the negative partial not is placed after

the auxiliary verb
I haven’t been working for two years.



The Perfect Continuous form denotes an action in progress,
whose duration before a definite moment in the present, past or
Inture is expressed.

a .
The Present Perfect Continuous Tense
Inclusive Exclusive
Denotes an action which began in the past, Denotes an action which was recently
has been going on up to the present and in progress but is no longer going on
is still going on. at the present moment.

It is usually used with:
— since,
- for.
Q | have been learning English Q There are puddles everywhere.
for 10 years. It has been raining hard.
Q | have been learning Spanish since we
last met and have made some progress
in it.
It is rendered in Russian It is rendered in Russian
by the Present. by the Past.




( AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE INTERROGATIVE
L | had worked I had not worked Had I worked?
I'd worked | hadn’t worked

The Past Perfect is formed by means of the Past
indefinite of the auxiliary verb to have and Participial 1I
of the notional verb.

In the interrogative form the auxiliary verb is placed
before the subject.

In the negative form the negative participle not is
placed after the auxiliary verb.



Past Perlect denotes an action completed before a cer-
lan moment in the past The moment may be indicated by
alother past action expressed by a verb 'in the Past Indeflinite or
by an adverbial phrase

They had walked only a few steps when a second group of
tanks drew up on the side road (Heym)

Aiter she had cried out, she felt easier (Heym)

Fortunately. the rain had stopped before we started (Bennett)
By this time Cowperwood has written Aileen under no circum-
stances to try to see hum (Dreiser) | |

The clock had not struck when he reached Gray's Iin. (Dickens)

The definite moment can be understood from the situation
The Squire had laild down his kmfe and fork, and was staring.
at his son in amazement. (Ellot)

The defimite moment need not necessartly be expressed in the

uine sentence as the action expressed by the Past' Perfect

Everybody noticed how sad she was the whole evening She had
got an unpleasant letter (Collins) '



The Past Perfect 15 used with the conjunctions hardly when
areely . when, no sooner  han

They had no sooner arrived at this pomt than 2 most violent
and startling hnocking was heard. (Jerome)

Nell had scarcely settled herself on a little heap of straw i the
corner when she fell asleep (Dickens)

For the sake of emphasis the word order may be imverted

No sooner had she laid herself down than she heard - the pro
louged tnill of the front-door bell (Bemnett)




The Past Perfect is frequently used with the adverbs just, al:
‘ready, yet.

Eisie, who had not yet assumed the white cap, was sweeping
. the stairs. (Bennett)

9. Sometimes the Past Perfect does not denote priority . bul
only the completion of the action.

He waited until she had found ‘the latch-key and opened the
door. (Bennett)
The Squire was purple with .anger before his son had doms
speaking. (Ellot)

The Past Perfect is rendered in Russian by the past periective,

By this time Cowperwood had written Aileen under no circumy
stances to try to see him. (Dreiser)

K stomy. spemenn Kaynepsyx mnamucanm Sian, qroém OHa HH |
KOeM CAyYae He THTaNach C HAM BCTPETHTHCS.



3. The Past Perfect is used to denote an action which began
before a definite moment in the past, continued up té that mornent
and was still going on at that moment. This use is- called the
Past Perfect Inclusive. The starting point or the whole period ol
duration of the action is indicated. To indicate the starting point
the preposition since is used, to indicate the whole period of dura
tion for is used. .

The Past Perfect Inclusive is used:

(a) with verbs not admitting of the Continuous form.

Examination convinced him that the deacon was dead — had beef
dead for some time. (Elilot)

(b) in negative sentences. (In this case the Past Perfect Cons
‘tinuous is also possible; but not common. See § 32.)

Those two had not spoken to each other for three days and
were in a state of rage. (Bennett) .

(c) with non-terminative verbs such as fo work, fto lLiwve, to study,
to teach, to travel, to last, etc. (In this case the Past Perfec}
Continuous is possible. See § 32.) ’

—

The ride had lasted about ten minutes, when the truck sixddenly
swerved to a halt. (Heym)

The Past Perfect Inclusive is generally rendeéred in Russian by
the past perfective. ,

He had not written a line since he arrived. _
OH He HamHCan HM CITPOYKH C TE€X NOP, KaK Npuexa.




. § 22. The Past Indefinite and the Past Perfect. II‘H

1. The Past Perfect is not used to denote a successxon of

srtlons. In this case the Past Indefinite is used.

The Past Indefinite is used with the conjunctions - after, before,
when if the relation between the actions approaches succession, i.'e.
when the idea of completion is of no importance.

He went on withh his work after he had a short rest.
He had a short rest before he went on with his work.
When | wrote the letter, 1 posted it.

2. Verbs of motion and sense perception such as fo come, (o ar-
tive, to return, to see, to hear, in adverbial clauses of time are
qenerally used in the Past Indefinite and not in the Past Perfect.

he actions are practically simultaneous.

When he (Val) came down, ... he found his mother scrupulous
in a low evening dress... (Galsworthy)

When he heard the first line of the poem, he recognized it at
once. '

When the completion of the action is emphasized the Past
Perfect is used.

He knew the poem by heart when he had heard it several times.



We often introduce the Past Perfect Tense with conjunctions when, after, as soon as, by the time that:
O When/after the guests had left, she closed the door and went upstairs.

NB! The Past Simple is used with the conjunctions after, before, when, if the succession of actions should
be expressed.

Q He had a short rest before he went on with his work.

Q When | wrote the letter, | posted it.

The Past Perfect is not used to denote a succession of actions. In this case the Past Simple is used.

( Past Simple ) ( Past Simple ) C Past Simple)
3 3

Q He got up, went to the bathroom, had breakfast and left for work.

The Past Perfect is used with the conjunctions:

Hardly...

Searcery.. + Past Perfect ... when + Past Simple
Nearly...

Barely...

No sooner + Past Perfect ... than + Past Simple

O He had hardly done it when theycame. O No sooner they had arrived than it started to rain.
(Hardly had he done it when they came.) (No sooner had they arrived than it started to
rain.)
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] 2 (B) Choose the correct article or the word some.

1. Shall we go to a/the cinema tonight? - 'd love to but 've seen a/the film. 2, What did you have for 8/
(=) lunch today? - | had some/a sandwich in an/the office canteen. 3. The ambulance took (-)/the
Injured people to the/(-) hospital. We must go to (-)/the hospital to visit them. 4, What a/(-) beautiful
dress! Did you et it in a/the shop in the/(-) Broad street. 5. Who is going to open an/the exhibition?
| heard (-)/the Queen is going to honour the event. 6. Danny plays the/(-) tennis very well, he plays
the/(-) quitar well, too. 7. My favorite season s the/(-) spring. I'l never forget a/the spring of 2000, it
Was S0 warm. 8. Have you ever been to (-)/the Crimea? - Yes, | always 9o to the/(-) South in summer,

9. I like watching (~)/the television. Will you turn on the/a television set? 10, Sarah goes to the/(-)
school. Her father had to go to a/the school to see her teacher. 11, Willyou give me somey/the water,

please? I'm so thirsty. - Oh! It's warm! | hate (-)/the warm water, 12. To make pancakes, we need the/
some flour and (-)/some milk.



] ] (A, B) Where is the definite or indefinite article missing?

Jonny isn't Tom's sister, she i his friend. She fves i ...... Aople Stregt. 2....... Apple Streetis a small
stoetin®. .. Northof®...... York.In©...... winer she goesto ... schoolby ... DU, (L

summer she goesto ®....... school by ™...... ke
Jenny goes to",.....same school as Tom, Somet times Tom's father takes them t0 (2....... schoolin®......

moming, ... school they gotois ... big school There are alotof *....... pupils at Jenny’s school
and notal of them fike ... school. But Jenny does; she ikes *.......school because most O i

teachers she has got are really good. Today shecant goto .. school: she muststayin @....... bed but
she hasn't qottemperature, She has got @......coldand .. had headache. She feels terrible and she

doesn't wantto eat anyihing. She just wants to sge ....... doctor and stay @,,...... DB,

AUAAN



