Carniva

Carnival is a festive season which occurs immediately before Lent; the main
events are usually during February. Carnival typically involves a

public celebration or parade combining some elements of a circus, mask and
public street party. People often dress up or masquerade during the
celebrations, which mark an overturning of daily life.

Carnival in Rio de Janeiro Carnival of Venice
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Today, approximately 30,000 visitors
come to Venice each day for
Carnivals. One of the most important
events is the contest for the best
mask, placed at the last weekend of
the Carnival.

History

Carnival started as a time for
celebration and expression
throughout the classes, as wearing
masks hid any form of identity
between social classes.
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Masks have always been a central feature of the
Venetian carnival; traditionally people were
allowed to wear them between the festival of
Santo Stefano (St. Stephen's Day, December 26)
and the start of the carnival season and
midnight of Shrove Tuesday. They have always
been around Venice.




Bauta (sometimes
referred to as bautta) is
the whole face, with a
stubborn chin line, no
mouth, and lots of
"gilding".
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~ Carnival. It was used
also on many other
occasions as a device
for hiding the
wearer's identity and
social status.
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The "Volto" was the more

common mask used in Venice for
centuries. Volto means "face", and
it was the simplest mask to
produce.
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The Medico Della Peste with its long beak
is one of the most bizarre and
recognisable of the Venetian masks. The
striking design has a macabre history
originating from 17th century French
physician Charles de Lorme who adopted
the mask together with other sanitary
precautions while treating plague victims.
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nstruments of carniva




