
Newspaper Articles
Features



Feature articles:
❑meant to inform, teach, or amuse the reader on a topic;

❑center around human interests;

❑longer articles;

❑ more personality and colour to the prose;

❑printed in the inside sections of a newspaper.



Feature articles explore news stories in 
more depth. Their purpose is not just to 
tell you what has happened, but to 
interpret or analyse the reasons why.



Human interest articles
• discuss a person (people), or pets, events, 

situations, organizations in an emotional way.
•  present people and their problems, concerns, or 

achievements in a way that brings about interest 
and/or feelings in the reader.



Structure of a feature



Feature stories differ from news. First of all it is the absence of a news lead, 
most of the time. Instead of summing up the story, feature writers try to lure 
readers in. The author can open the artcile with various ways :
�anecdote 

�shocking or startling statement 

�a generalization 

�pure information 

�description 

�a quote 

�a question 

�a comparison 

1.



 The section that signals what a feature is 
about is called the nut graph or billboard. 
Billboards are the 3d or 4th paragraph from 
the top, and may be up to two paragraphs 
long. Unlike a lead, a billboard doesn’t 
reflect all the main points of the article as 
feature writers’ aim is to hold their readers' 
attention to the end.

2.



Body of feature article

 Feature articles have a format of their own. Structures 
for these types of articles may include:

- chronological 
- cause and effect 
- classification 
- compare and contrast
- list 
- question and answer.

3.



Conclusions
By contrast with a news article , a feature article needs 
more definite conclusion. The conclusions for these 
articles may contain:

a final quote
a descriptive scene
a play on the title or lead
a summary statement. 

4.



Feature Types
Analysis                                          Colour piece / Colour Feature
                                       Fly on the wall        Interview                                                      
Profile
               How-To                  Behind the scenes              In disguise
                                Fact box                                 Chronology
                                                     Backgrounder / A history of                    
Full texts
My testimony / Personal experience                            Vox pop 
                  Expert roundup                          Opinion poll
Review                                             Expose (investigative article)
                    Seasonal                                                  Service Article 
                   Sidebar                                    Travel articles
 
 

 



Analysis – examination of how 
something works, or the reasons, 
factors behind an event.



Colour piece  concentrates on 
descriptive aspects. It focuses mainly 
on impressions or detailed 
descriptions of the subject matter.



Fly on the wall –writing about an event 
as if you were observing it. It usually 
deals with the events that a common 
reader is non likely to attend  - f.ex. 
close courtroom trials or board meeting 
of big business companies.



Interview - is the text of a conversation 
between two or more people where questions 
are asked by the interviewer to elicit facts or 
statements from the interviewee.



Profile – a 
detailed 
description of a 
particular 
person. It can be 
a professional or 
personal 
portrait, or both.



How-to is a step-by-step description of 
how to accomplish a specific task. 
Usually there is some simplification and 
unnecessary expert details are omitted.



Behind the scenes - writing about an event 
from the inside, especially of the scenes that 
an average reader will hardly get to see, f.ex. 
back stage at a concert. The difference from a 
fly on the wall article is that the journalist is 
a part of events.



In disguise –  an article written on the basis 
of the information obtained while being 
disguised, i.e.  pretending to be someone 
esle.  F. ex. working as a waiter to write 
about restaurant business. 



Fact box  - 
a list of facts 
about 
something.

•Dolphins are extraordinarily intelligent animals who also 
display culture.

•Dolphins have been observed teaching young how to use 
tools. 

•Dolphins have several highly developed forms of 
communication. They have a “signature whistle” which 
allows other individuals to recognise them.

•Dolphins are altruistic animals. They are known to stay and 
help injured individuals, even helping them to the surface 
to breath. There are many accounts of dolphins helping 
humans and even whales.

•Dolphins are incredibly social animals. They live in groups 
and cooperate with each other to get food and in raising 
offspring.

•To prevent drowning while sleeping only half of the 
dolphin’s brain goes to sleep while the other half remains 
awake so they can continue to breathe!

•Dolphins use echolocation to find food and navigate. This 
is a natural version of radar.

•They are able to see well in the water due to the retina 
gathering light in a unique way.

•Dolphins can jump as high as 20 feet out of the water.
  



Chronology – listing facts in their 
timely order.



Background – presents the history of a 
person, business, place, or event.



Full texts – extracts from other sources, 
f.e. an excerpt from a popular book.



My testimony / Personal experience – a 
first-person report. The writer can share 
some events / process that he has 
undergone.



Vox pop - popular opinion as 
represented by informal comments 
from common members of the public.



Expert roundup – a selection of 
views from various experts about 
some subject.



Opinion poll – an article presenting the 
results of a poll. i.e. a survey of public 
opinion on a particular point. The poll 
is usually carried out through asking 
many people a series of questions and 
then outlining the tendencies. 



Review - an opinion piece evaluating 
something, such as a movie, book, 
musical composition, concert, play, 
theatrical show or another form of 
entertainment, of a product,service or 
company (car, computer...). 



Expose. These articles are of 
investigative character. F.ex.aim at 
exposing corruption in business, 
politics or celebrities. They are based 
on heavy research and documentation.



Seasonal - An article on a holiday, 
season of the year, or timely 
observance.

A Struggling 
Theme Park 
Asks: Do You 
Still Believe in 
Santa?

By ANNIE STOLTIEDEC. 
23, 2016 



Service Article — a piece of writing about a 
product or service. The article presents 
information on several products / services of 
the same type and aims to help the consumer 
make the best choice. 



Sidebar - A short feature that accompanies a news story or magazine 
article. It is placed graphically separate from the main article but with 
contextual connection to it. It dwells on human interest aspects of the 
story, explains some important point of the story, or provides additional 
factual information (f.ex.  a list of names). It can be found in a box, 
separated from the main article on the side or bottom of the page.



Travel articles – present facts about a 
region's landscape, scenery, people, 
customs, etc.
 


