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BRAILLE



Louis Braille was born on 4th 
January, 1809, at Coupvray, 
near Paris. At three years of 

age an accident deprived him 
of his sight, and in 1819 he 
was sent to the Paris Blind 

School-which was originated 
by Valentin Hauy. Here he 
made rapid progress in all 
his studies. He learned to 
read by embossed Roman 

letter, which was exclusively 
used at the time and which 
continued popular for fifty 

years in that country and our 
own, and is still used in 

many schools in America.



In 1826, now a promising organist in a Paris church, Braille was 
elected Professor at the Institution. Both as pupil and teacher he 

spent most of his leisure trying to find a system by which the blind 
could write in relief.

One which had been invented by M. Barbier appeared the most 
promising. M. Charles Barbier was an officer of Artillery, who, being 
rich and philanthropic, was interested in the blind, and did what he 
could to promote their education. In 1825, he suggested embossing 

by means of a point method, the character containing 12 dots, 6 
high and 2 wide, arranged in a rectangle The character thus 

obtained was large and unwieldy, though capable of an almost 
unlimited number of combinations.Louis Braille cut Barbier's 

character to two and thus produced his well-known 3 by 2. On this 
basis Braille was the first who devised a practical scheme for 

printing and writing in tangible form, suitable to the tactile capacity 
of all. This was in 1829.

As this image from RNIB of his 1829 publishing of his code shows, 
his original alphabet involved the use of a horizontal rule and it was 

eliminated from the alphabet.

After some slight modification it reached its present form in 1834, 
and is the system which has since borne his name. We do not find, 

however, nor does it appear, that Louis Braille, in arranging his 
system, paid attention to any other considerations than one, namely 

the methodical arrangement of the letters of the alphabet.



Relief dot Braille has helped many people who 
have lost their sight, to feel fully human. With the 
help of Braille these people were able to obtain 

information not only on the ears, but also in 
writing!



Thank you for your attention!


