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Naturalist Charles Robert Darwin 
was born on February 12, 1809, in 
the tiny merchant town of 
Shrewsbury, England. He was the 
second youngest of six children. 
Darwin came from a long line of 
scientists. His father, Dr. R.W. 
Darwin, was as a medical doctor, 
and his grandfather, Dr. Erasmus 
Darwin, was a renowned botanist. 
Darwin’s mother, Susanna, died 
when he was only 8 years old. 
Darwin was a child of wealth and 
privilege who loved to explore 
nature.



In October 1825, at age 16, Darwin 
enrolled at Edinburgh University along 
with his brother Erasmus. Two years 
later, Charles Darwin became a 
student at Christ's College in 
Cambridge. His father hoped he would 
follow in his footsteps and become a 
medical doctor, but the sight of blood 
made Darwin queasy. His father 
suggested he study to become a 
parson instead, but Darwin was far 
more inclined to study natural history. 
While Darwin was at Christ's College, 
botany professor John Stevens 
Henslow became his mentor. 



After Darwin graduated Darwin's 
exposure to specimens all over the 
globe raised important questions. Other 
naturalists believed that all species 
either came into being at the start of the 
world, or were created over the course 
of natural history. Darwin came to 
believe that species survived through a 
process called "natural selection," where 
species that successfully adapted to 
meet the changing requirements of their 
natural habitat thrived, while those that 
failed to evolve and reproduce died off. 



In 1882 he was diagnosed with what was called "angina pectoris" which then meant 
coronary thrombosis and disease of the heart. At the time of his death, the 
physicians diagnosed "anginal attacks", and "heart-failure".

He died at Down House on 19 April 1882. His last words were to his family, telling 
Emma "I am not the least afraid of death – Remember what a good wife you have 
been to me – Tell all my children to remember how good they have been to me".


