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Demography

* In 1996, the population was 3,681,540,
including 2,749,980 on the North Island
and 931,566 on South Island. Eighty-five
percent are urban dwellers, with Auckland,
the largest city, approaching one million in
population.




Demography

» Eighty percent of the /
population is of European
origin, mainly from the United I§
Kingdom, Holland, Yugoslavia, *
Poland, Germany, Sweden,
and Austria;
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Demography

* 14.5% claim Maori descent; and the
remainder are Pacific Islanders. Along with
descendants of the Chinese, recent
immigrants have come from southeast
Asia. The original Maori population has
been estimated at two hundred thousand.




Demography

* By 1900, their decline as a result of war and
disease to just over forty thousand was
viewed as the signal of a dying culture or
race. The population has risen steadily since
then. The success of the campaign for Maori
pride has allowed people to identify
themselves without regard to skin color. This
demographic and social phenomenon has
been assisted by the setting up of the
Waitangi Tribunal to hear the claims of iwi
requesting redress of wrongs resulting from
their ceding of sovereignty to Britain.
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Demography

» Maori are still relatively underprivileged,

but they are being given access to I
opportunities for education and high-profile “KIR 7
jobs in politics and business. Many " KIRITE KANAWA

outstanding artists are Maori, from Kiri Te
Kanawa to Ralph Hotere.




Demography

+ Pacific Islanders living in New Zealand
include Cook Islanders, Samoans, Tongans,
Tokelauans, Fijians, and Nieueans.
Basically, they see themselves as being in
New Zealand temporarily to earn money to
send their children to school, but many
remain permanently. Pacific Islanders tend
to be concentrated in and around Auckland
and Wellington. They are ghettoized and
cling to their Christian views and cultural
ways — Polynesian but not identical to each
other or to Maori.




Demography

» Urban life, poverty, large
families, and a large
percentage of teenagers
have led to ethnically based
conflict in the cities. The
recent high-profile
immigration of Asians, many
of them wealthy, has been
accompanied by some
ethnic tension.




Linguistic Affiliation

The official language is English, but all government institutions and some private ones use
Maori as well. While 99 percent of Maori speak English, few Pakeha speak Maori. Preschool
Maori children attend Kohanga-reo (language nests) to learn Maori. Universities have Maori

studies departments. Maori is a Malayo-Polynesian language




