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IGOs are a special category of international 
organizations. 

IGOs are always founded by governments 
which recognize that it is in their national 
interests to obtain multilateral agreements 
and pursue actions to deal with threats, 
challenges, or problems that cannot be 
dealt with effectively at the unilateral level. 

Varieties of IGOs



2 key dimensions which are valuable in 
any comparative analysis of IGOs:

 1. The scope of the IGO, by which I mean 
the number of issue areas it can influence 
in international relations. 

2. The domain of the IGO, meaning the 
number of states and significant non-state 
organizations over which it is able to exert 
influence.

Varieties of IGOs







One category of IGO which expanded very rapidly 
in the 20th century is the regional IGO, 
including the European Union (EU), the 
Organization of American States (OAS), and the 
Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). These IGOs were formed to strengthen 
cooperation by states at regional level.

Regional IGO



� The First World War (1914–18)
� The historian, A. J. P. Taylor made an important point 

in his book The First World War when he wrote: ‘The 
First World War had begun – imposed on the 
statesmen of Europe by railway timetables. It was an 
unexpected climax to the railway age.’

� President Woodrow Wilson - it was Wilson’s energy 
and commitment to the idea of a League, an idea 
which had been discussed and proposed by many 
idealistic people, including Jan Smuts of South Africa, 
Leonard Woolf, and many liberal intellectuals, which 
forced it onto the Versailles agenda

The League of Nations



The Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) was founded in 1967, 
after the Bangkok Declaration by Thailand, 
Singapore, Indonesia, the Philippines, and 
Malaysia. Brunei joined ASEAN in 1984 and 
Vietnam in 1995. It aims to promote regional 
economic, social, and cultural cooperation. 

Some other regional IGOs



the Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) 
-1964; 

the Caribbean Community and Common 
Market (CARICOM) -; 

the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) - 1975; 

the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) - 1985; 

the Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) - 1992.

Some other regional IGOs



The Commonwealth

� The Commonwealth is a voluntary 
organization of 53 states, no less than 25 per 
cent of the states in the international system. 
Most, but not all, were formerly under the 
rule of the British Empire. It is the second 
largest IGO in the world and includes states 
from every region of the world except the 
Middle East.



Intergovernmental 
Organizations

International organizations are the arenas where 
states interact and cooperate to solve common 
problems. During the 1970s, neoliberal 
institutionalisms in particular revived the study of 
international organizations, arguing that “even if . . . 
anarchy constrains the willingness of states to 
cooperate, states nevertheless can work together and 
can do so especially with the assistance of 
international institutions.”



� War is caused by economic deprivation.
� Economic disparity cannot be solved in a system of 

independent states.
� New functional units should be created to solve specific 

economic problems.
� People will develop habits of cooperation, which will 

spill over from economic cooperation to political 
cooperation.

� In the long run, economic disparities will lessen and 
war will be eliminated.

FUNCTIONALISM





















� Write a position paper listing priorities for a 
reform agenda to make the United Nations a 
more representative and more effective 
international organization.

Home Assignment



� Karen A. Mingst, Ivan M. Arreguin-Toft. Essentials of International 
Relations. 5th Ed. 2010: New York: W.W. Norton & Co. ISBN 
978-0393935295

� Robert Jackson, Georg Sorensen. Introduction to International Relations: 
Theories and Approaches. 4th edition, 2010: Oxford University Press. ISBN 
978-0199548842

� Paul Wilkinson. International Relations: A Very Short Introduction (Very 
Short Introductions). 1st edition. 2007: Oxford Paperbacks. ISBN 
978-0192801579

Recommended Literature



Information about the 
Professor

Anastasiia Tsybuliak

PhD in Political Science

Contacts:

+30673103355

an.tibuleac@glossary.com.ua 


