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Peakuun Ha oTMeHy KpenocTHOoro npaea B Poccuu B razetax
AHMnn

Tebruary 23, 1861.] THE SPE

The modern system of serfage commenced in 1599 with
decree of the usurper Boris Godunoff. As he was a
surper, philosophical historians suppose he intended to
conciliate the noblesse, but there is not the slightest evi-
dence of any such intention. At that time the agricultural The S ectator 23 02 186 1 — I-IO
lnsses were marked by a spirit of restlessness which seemed p . . ﬂ
o I{uslsinn statesn;]en dnngerouEs and unreasonable. Villag:s
vere always on the move. very fifth or sixth year the
ommune,ywhich is, so to spenk,y the integer of Russian 3a ron OB KOM « PyCC Kaﬂ pe Bon I_o LlMﬂ »
ociety, would migrate to some new loeality, disappear per-
n{)s in a night, without warning or signal. to be heard of
mly after a march of a hundred miles. They retained. in
act, say Western pl:ilosoPlxers, the momadie instinets of
heir ancestry. Nothing of the sort. They disliked unne-
cessary vt'ol\l;l jusi:l adeestelrnlphilosophers dislik% it, lz:ud in . . .
a country where land is valueless it 1s easier to break up a Th H R m h ll d
irgin :yoil than to reinvigorate an old one. Exactly I;he Y/l e Ouse 0 O ano Y Wlt a Its espot’c
tendency at this t § les British administrators
in Burmah, and American poligicianslin the far Soutg The . . . a -r accor -t
system, of course, is exceedingly unpleasant to any Govern- p pl h b f g f d h
n))'ent advanced beyond the stage of Partar Khans. It very rInCI eS/ as een Or a es In I W,
nearly deshl'oys tl;le posslibilit of conscription, and com- P p
letel aralyzes the fiscal authorities. It is, moreover. in- H H
1:—.rioui 50 civilization. A race which contemplates migration Its people P GOd and the Czar IS the Cry Of the
s an ordinary incident of life will neither fence, nor drain.
nor build, andI héxs a tl;lic‘{) of Rrefﬁrriug stock brfeding to .
cultivation. nfluence all these motives, the coun- R d h d l
cillors of Boris Godunoff gesolved to prevent locomotion, USSIan peasan t/ an e Oes nOt a Ways
and in the rou%\ arbiftrnr_v l“’ay alone intelligiblei todAsiatics,
they passed a Law of Settlement. In less civilized phrase, . . .
thc§ {)ound the peasant to the soil, thus changing at once dlstlnguISh accurately between the tWO
recemen into ““‘ryots.”” As the soil, in ?Zkeir theory, be-
longed to the boyars, they ordered the peasant to pay three "
days’ labour in the week for the privilege of working on the B “
ther three; and it is in the continued effort to realize this ene Icen Ces.
rental that the root of modern serfage must be sought.
‘Gradually the class who held, though they did not own, the
1and, and who could directly influence the throne, drew all
privileges to themselves. The right of selecting conscripts
gave them one weapon, the right of enforcing obedience to
orders mecessary for cultivation, another; but to this hour
the power of the Russian slaveholder is based rather on en-
ronchment hardened into right than on any positive law.

,HEeCMOTps Ha BCe UX AecnoTnyeckme npuHunnel, PomaHoBbI cenyac B nagy ¢
pyccKkuM HapoaoM... bor n Llapb — Kpuk pycckoro Hapoga, 1 Hapog 4acTo He
OTnn4aeT ogHoro bnarogeTtens ot Apyroro.”
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ith |right. No proprietor in Russia claims a 7ight to sell
'l"“ ot or sep fL I l]a ’dand wife, or breed t:ln;es for
h h . to{sale. e may perform isolated acts of tyranny, tending to

- |tk 1ts, but h rfc h he f f the I
,,The mass of the aristocracy...they i e e e
ed ﬁum?ies, 11‘1: is povrerltelss bflth' 1:1 theory_:nd Pl?c'jcf; ]Th;

ussian, like every other Asiatic, co that t n;

Can be SparEd. Th ey have addEd ?:: It)elougs tc;him nplg his pomxﬁunel.‘_ l,l)::lne\?y blg (ﬁ)mepe;‘led
1 s , but ight i im-
. . or. | paived. . Like other Asiaties, too, he will fight for this single
nothing to European society beyond a et el
. of (’)\l-,lﬁ a lmurml;;‘, is ln_fte.(iinan t!:el instan:l: his land is mena:':'ed.

[ o] - | A real assault on his village rights produces an insurreci
SO’ ’ 'eWhat blzarre ’ ’ ,agnlflcence and 1?11 as certainly as a cloud produc‘es raig. His land has t.helroelt
/ » a|fore been respected, and it is this remnant of citizenship,
the | this last relie of property right, which has saved him from

in Russia th eir absen Ce Wil/ be fe/t ;:;:: g:;gil;:gutiou, and which now forms the difficulty of emanci-

rn-| The House of Romanoft, though the largest serf-holder in
:ry |the empire, has almost from its accession been hostile to

Only in a Sense Of relieffrom a dead m- | Russian serfage. There is no need to account for the facl

in- | by supposing the Czars either enlightened beyond all other:

. ion | Russians, or moved by any very recondite policy. Absolute
Wel h t On h um an en er We iin, | monarchs usually dislike the classes which can resist them

g gy P to |and the nobles have been the resisting force of Russia. Ab-

m- | solute monarchs, on the other hand, are apt to regard all thei

. . . on, |subjects as equal, to care as much for the peasantry as th

belleve th e decree Of em an Clpa tlon ics, | middle class. The Cwmsar alone among Romans tried t
ise, |alleviate slavery. Oriental kings in their fits of goo

. . ince | government always hang a few satraps, and secure a decent

H be- |tenure for the cultivators. The Russian House, more-

WI/I add, at Once, forty l , ,Illlons tO the ree |over, has thirsted for generations for a high place in Europe,

the | has keenly felt the loss of position involved in ruling over

. . his |serfs. Indeed, this latter feeling may have been the
list of European freemen, without a e R B

/7 the |attained a commanding position in Europe, was also the only

all jone who never attempted anything for the serfs. Other

[ l / d [ d “” pts | Emperors have not done much, but they have done enoug

Slng e Serlous Isa Van tage. to | to indicate their tendencies, and make themselves recognize

sur |as the sole protectors of the peasantry. This feeling ha:

en- | been their strength, and when on his aceession to the throne

. | the Emperor distinetly pledged himself to emancipation, i

,,DONbLUNMHCTBO ABOPSAH Mocre ykasa ucyesHet — Ho Poccusa gormkHa
ObITb

paga aTomy. [1BOpPSHCTBO — HEHYXXHadA 0by3a, OHO HNYEro He JaeT
obwecTBy. Mbl cuMTaem, YTO OTMEHA KPEMNOCTHOro nNpasa

poxaaet 40 MUINUOHOB CBOBOAHbLIX YENOoBEK.”
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,,The serfs of Russia are not a class subject to a dominant race of Russian
people. They are the population of Russia.”

FEpiis

xEe P

,,PyCCKne KpernocTHble — 6orbLLe He CIOW, KOTOPbIN CITY>XUT PYCCKOMY
Hapoay. OHu
camMu — pyCccKkum Hapog. “

,,The greatness of the deed just performed by the Emperor is by no means
lessened by the personal risk he has incurred. That he should, under such
circumstances, have held firm, is one more proof among a thousand that the
Romanoffs have at least one great claim to rule— the ability to do it.”

,,Bennyne Toro, 4to Llapb TonbKO YTO caenan, ycunueaeTcs n3-3a
yrpo3ssil,

kKoTopon OH cendac cMoTpuT B nnuo. To, yto OH nognucan ykas,
HECMOTPSA Ha 3Ty yrpo3y, CBUAETENbCTBYET O TOM, YTO POMaHOBbLI yMeIOT
npaBuUTb CTPAHOW.”




Pe3lomMme

Boobuie kaxeTcs, 4To coBpeMeHHble aHrnunckne CMU npuseTcTBoBann oTMeHy
KpenocTHOro npaesa B Poccun. B ogHOM criyyae, XXypHanucT gaxke Hassarn ee
«pyccKas peBonouma».

CobbITHe cYMTaNOCh HACTOMbKO BaXKHbIM, YTO ra3eTta The
Times NOSTHOCTLIO onyobnunkosana maHndgecT AnekcaHgpa ll

BonbwnHCTBO
aHrmMyaH cymTarno, YTo OTMEeHa KpenoCTHOro npaea - 910 war ot A3nmn K
EBpone ansa Poccumn

OpgHako, 6ornee KOHCepBaTUBHbIE ra3eTbl OTMETUSNN, YTO ABOPSHCTBY (1 B
Poccuun,

N B OTCTanbHOM YacTn EBponbl) Kazanock Takoe meponpuaTue 6onbLIomn
npobnemon, u oHM nNpegynpeannu o pucke ans Llaps nocrne npuHATUS atoro
peLleHns

[Mo3gHee B 1861 rogy ra3etbl HEMHOro paso4vapoBasrinCb 1 ctasim O6Cy)K,El,aTb
IKOHOMUYECKUNE aClneKTbl OTMEHbI KPEernoCTHOrIo npasa

B rasete London Morning
Herald, Hanpumep, roBopunock 0b yTparte £67
KTO «MNOTepsAn» CBOMUX KPEMNOCTHbIX.




