


REGIONAL VARIETY

se does it make to talk about American
ically all Americans can watch the
vs and go to the same fast-food
dinner? One way to answer the

estion 1s by giving examples of lingering regional



Most of it is standard wherever you go. A
zen peas bearing the same label in Idaho,
, candy bars, and many other items also
es from Alaska to Florida.

uits and vegetables does not vary much from
other hand, it would be unusual to be served
ough) or grits (boiled and ground corn
Massachusetts or Illinois, but normal to
ave similar favorites that are hard to




American English is
standard,

speak slowly, in what is
rred to as a "Southern
1." Midwesterners use
a’s(as in "bad" or

, and the New York
atois features a

r of Yiddish words
("schlepp," "nosh,"
"nebbish") contributed by
the city's large Jewish
population.




oional differences also make themselves felt in less tangible ways,
attitudes and outlooks. An example is the attention paid to
ents in newspapers. In the East, where people look out

antic Ocean, papers tend to show greatest concern with
ing in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and western
oast, news editors give more attention to events in
ast Asia and Australia.

'o' understand regional differences more fully, let's take a closer look

he regions themselves.
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ENGLAND

,New England has not been blessed with large expanses
or a mild climate. Yet it played a dominant role in

nent. From the 17th century until well into the 19th,
country's cultural and economic center.

of New England were English Protestants of
any of them came in search of religious
distinctive political format -the town

an outgrowth of mee eld by church elders) in which
gathered to discuss issues of the day. Only men of property could
netheless, town meetings afforded New Englanders an unusually

| of participation in government. Such meetings still function in
iee tndavs
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ey gave the
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gion became shipbuilding, fishing, and trade. In
ew Englanders gained a reputation for hard

England's traditional industries have
ies where goods can be made more
ns, skilled workers have been left
ed by the microelectronics and



" MIDDLE ATLANTIC

1d provided the brains and dollars for 19th-century
ion, the Middle Atlantic states provided the muscle. The
s, New York and Pennsylvania, became centers of
ass, and steel).

. e Atlantic n was settled by a wider range of people than
w England. Dutch its moved into the lower Hudson River
ey in what is now New State. Swedes went to Delaware. English
lics founded Maryland, and an English Protestant sect, the Friends
ers), settled Pennsylvania. In time, all these settlements fell under

1 control, but the region continued to be a magnet for people of




> mostly farmers and traders, and the region served as a
th and South.

sylvania, midway between the northern and

ome to the Continental Congress, the convention
al colonies that organized the American

; the birthplace of the Declaration of
Constitution in 1787.



As heavy industry spread throughout the region, rivers such as the
Hudson and Delaware were transformed into vital shipping lanes. Cities
on waterways -- New York on the Hudson, Philadelphia on the Delaware,
Baltimore on Chesapeake Bay -- grew dramatically. New York is still the
nation's largest city, its financial hub, and its cultural center.

Like New England, the Middle Atlantic region has seen much of its heavy
industry relocate elsewhere. Other industries, such as drug
manufacturing and communications, have taken up the slack.




iE SOUTH

the most distinctive and colorful American region.
(1861-65) devastated the South socially and
it retained its unmistakable identity.



yuth was first settled by English Protestants. But
glanders tended to stress their differences from the old
rs tended to emulate the English. Southerners tended
ish. Even so, Southerners were prominent among the
Revolution, and four of America's first five

ica's first five presidents were Virginians.
of the manufacturing North and the

omical way to raise these crops
farms, called plantations, which required the work of many
pply this need, plantation owners relied on slaves brought



L

e most contentious issue dividing North and South. To
vas immoral; to southerners it was integral to their way of
thern states left the Union intending to form a separate
ate States of America. This rupture led to the Civil
defeat, and the end of slavery. The scars left by the
e abolition of slavery failed to provide

| al or economic equality: Southern towns
5 legalized and refined the practice of racial segregation.

ong, concerted effort by African Americans and their supporters

regation.




JWEST

idwesterners are praised as being

issippi River has acted as a regional
and foodstuftfs to market.




ssible for farmers to produce abundant harvests of
at, oats, and corn. The region was soon known as the nation's

s being open, friendly, and

0is, the nation's third largest
onnecting point for rail
the nation and the world.

Sears Towe neters, the world's



SOUTHWEST

st differs from the adjoining Midwest in
population (less dense), and ethnicity




Albuq
exico, al them to
ecome metropolises.



HE WEST

ng regarded the West as the last

cenic beauty on a grand
are partly mountainous,
urces of startling

All of its
1e ranges are the
sts.




are marked
and-let-live
The western
s varied.
for

1S both an
ultural state and
A high-technology
nanufacturing state.
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