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pros

to support

disadvantages

to be against

cons

to refute

‘For and Against’ Essay



If you could have fewer or more brothers 
or sisters, how many would you have? Why?



I’d like to have 
more brothers 

or sisters 
because…

to have more 
support in case of 

crises 

to have more affection 
and love between 
family members to enjoy the life 

socially

to be more accepting 
of people and their 
different natures

to get better attention 
to individuals by 
different family 

members

to learn about the 
importance of 

different relations in 
our lives

Idea 1

Idea 2

Idea 4

Idea 5

Idea 6

Idea 3



I’d like to have 
fewer brothers 

or sisters 
because…

to be more 
responsible

to provide more 
privacy

to avoid stress in 
discomfort 

to be well maintained 
economical family

less quarrels – 
less problems

not to have to live in 
limited space

Idea 1

Idea 2

Idea 3

Idea 4

Idea 5

Idea 6



A for-and-against essay is a discursive 
essay in which you consider the advantages 
and disadvantages of a special topic. It 
should consist of:
• an introduction in which you present the 

topic without giving your opinion.
• two main body paragraphs. In one 

paragraph you present arguments for the 
statement in the title, in other paragraph 
you present arguments against. 

• a conclusion in which you summarise the 
topic and express your own opinion.

It looks just 
like me, 
right?

introduction

conclusion

pros and cons



It’s better to be an only child than to come from a large family. 
Discuss.

In the past it was common for married couples to have a lot of children. 
Nowadays, couple are increasingly choosing not to have children at all, or 
to have just one child. The question we need to answer is: is life better 
for children who grow up without brothers and sisters?
……… 



It’s better to be an only child than to come from a large family. 
Discuss.

In the past it was common for married couples to have a lot of children. Nowadays, 
couple are increasingly choosing not to have children at all, or to have just one child. 
The question we need to answer is: is life better for children who grow up without 
brothers and sisters?
It is hard to deny that children with no brothers or sisters get more attention from 
their parents than children in large families. This can make them feel more confident 
and secure. It is also true that brothers and sisters in large families often argue a 
lot. They have to share possessions and living space, a bedroom for example, and thus 
can lead to conflict. An only child does not face this problem.
On the other hand, children with no brothers or sisters may sometimes feel lonely, 
as they have no one at home to play with. They have to find friends to play with in 
their free time, and this may be difficult if they do not live in a large community. It 
can also be argued that they are often ‘spoilt’. Their parents give them whatever 
they want, and so they don’t learn to share or to co-operate with other people.
To sum up, there are clearly some advantages to being an only child, but also some 
disadvantages. It depends on personal experience and individual circumstances. In my 
view, It’s better to have brothers and sisters, but I’m from a large family!



Read the Learn this! box. Find four of the phrases in paragraphs 2 
and 3 of the essay.

………
It is hard to deny that children with no brothers or sisters get more attention from 
their parents than children in large families. This can make them feel more confident 
and secure. It is also true that brothers and sisters in large families often argue a lot. 
They have to share possessions and living space, a bedroom for example, and thus can 
lead to conflict. An only child does not face this problem.
On the other hand, children with no brothers or sisters may sometimes feel lonely, as 
they have no one at home to play with. They have to find friends to play with in their 
free time, and this may be difficult if they do not live in a large community. 
It can also be argued that they are often ‘spoilt’. Their parents give them whatever they 
want, and so they don’t learn to share or to co-operate with other people.
……… 



………
It is hard to deny that children with no brothers or sisters get more attention from 
their parents than children in large families. This can make them feel more confident 
and secure. It is also true that brothers and sisters in large families often argue a lot. 
They have to share possessions and living space, a bedroom for example, and thus can 
lead to conflict. An only child does not face this problem.
On the other hand, children with no brothers or sisters may sometimes feel lonely, as 
they have no one at home to play with. They have to find friends to play with in their 
free time, and this may be difficult if they do not live in a large community. 
It can also be argued that they are often ‘spoilt’. Their parents give them whatever they 
want, and so they don’t learn to share or to co-operate with other people.
……… 



………
To sum up, there are clearly some advantages to being an only child, but also some 
disadvantages. It depends on personal experience and individual circumstances. In my 
view, It’s better to have brothers and sisters, but I’m from a large family!





Friends have more influence than family on teenagers. 

Get Ideas
• What do you already know about the statement or topic?
• List as many arguments as you can for and against.

• Now choose your two strongest arguments in each category.
• Decide what your own opinion is.

For Against 
Friends share similar experience. Everyone spends a significant part of their life 

with family members whether they like it or not. 

They don’t bother about the 
so-called generation gap.

Teenagers are under great influence of their 
families because they communicate on daily 
basis.

… …



Tips for ‘for and against’ essays

Useful language 


