
Creating lesson plan



To successfully translate general learning goals 
into more specific and useful lesson objectives 
you must ensure your lesson objectives meet 
three all-important criteria



(1) Lesson objectives must be 
STUDENT-ACHIEVEMENT BASED.

•“What are my students going to learn and 
achieve by the end of the lesson?”

•The best way to draft objectives is to start with 
the phrase “The student will be able to…” 
(represented by the acronym “SWBAT”), and 
ensure that the objectives are derived from your 
course learning goals.





(2) Lesson objectives must be MEASURABLE.

•What makes an objective measurable? In a word, the verb. By 
carefully choosing a verb for your objective that lends itself to 
assessment, you will greatly enhance your lesson’s efficacy.

• For example, if an objective reads, “The student will be able to 
understand that bones help the body,” how would the teacher 
measure that understanding? If an objective reads, “The student will 
learn about the phases of the moon,” or “The student will enjoy food 
from different cultures,” how would the teacher measure 
achievement of those objectives? The verbs understand, learn, and 
enjoy are relatively vague.



Before Revision Analysis of Objective After Revision

The student will understand the 
major parts of speech in a sentence.

This objective is not measurable. 
How will you know for certain 
whether students understand?

The student will be able to identify 
and define the major parts of 
speech in a sentence.

The student will enjoy the rhyming 
schemes in different types of 
poetry.

This objective is not measurable. 
How do you measure student
enjoyment?

The student will be able to compare 
and contrast the rhyming schemes 
in different types of poetry.

The teacher will discuss the
implications of cloning human
beings.

This objective is not student 
achievement
based.

The student will be able to evaluate 
the implications of cloning human 
beings.

The student will learn the
conditions in Europe that led to 
World War II.

This objective is not measurable. The student will be able to explain 
the conditions in Europe that led to 
World War II.

The student will be able to
write a short biography of a
famous individual based on
research from multiple
sources.

This objective is 
student-achievement based and 
measurable.

No revisions necessary. (This 
objective encompasses several 
lesson objectives, and might come 
at the end of a unit, perhaps as the 
end-of-unit assessment.)



(3) Lesson objectives must be RIGOROUS.

•For objectives to be rigorous they must connect to the big 
goal and be written at the appropriate cognitive level:
• “Why is this knowledge or skill important to the larger goal?” 
• student-achievement based objectives contain a carefully chosen 

verb (such as write, list, measure, evaluate, calculate, and 
categorize) that helps drive the objective’s focus.  

Bloom’s Taxonomy, developed by Dr. Benjamin Bloom of the 
University of Chicago, is the most commonly used hierarchy of 
cognitive levels.



Bloom’s Taxonomy



Bloom’s Taxonomy



Aim: Understand the functions of different parts of a cell and how they contribute to cell 
operation

Objective: Cognitive Level:

The student will be able to label 10 major organelles in plant and 
animal cells.

Knowledge (lowest 
level)

The student will be able to explain the function of ten major 
organelles in plant and animal cells.

Comprehension

The student will be able to create a model of the cell. Application

The student will be able to compare the cell to a factory, and specify 
which organelle parallels each component of the factory.

Analysis

The student will be able to demonstrate how multiple cells combine 
in form and function to create tissues.

Synthesis

The student will be able to predict how a cell’s operation would 
change if certain parts were removed.

Evaluation (highest 
level)




