PERSTITIONS
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Hiccups

d folklore states that
ups occur when someone is
king about you (good or

). A third superstition

rts that hiccups mean that
re cursed with bad luck
at Satan lives inside of
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Spit on or touch wood

Like many other peoples, Russians believe in the evil

eye—an evil look that brings had Inck ar tranhle__and fear
it. You will often see that after
complimentary about someon
parents will appear to spit thr _ A
shoulder and touch a wooden ’
also happen if, for example, sc
some potentially imminent suc
they’re about to go on vacatio
putting the evil eye on any goc
and will touch wood so as not to sutter misiertune.

Incidentally, if there is no wood hand/y,)\ost Russians ill

tap their own head, saying with a smil¢'that it ham
4 | .

effect.
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An empty bucket

see someone with any
ner—bucket or a cart-
Russians believe that |
Ing an empty bucket, fc
yside, or a street clean
own, you won’t have :



’t take anything out of the ho
at night
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Don’t put empty bottles, keys or
change on the table

Russians believe that you must not put empty
bottles, keys or change on the table. These are all__
bad omens of financial loss and tears. Also, ot‘lnéﬁ
omen works not only in the kitchen at honfe, "
also in pubhc places. If one of the guests at

has just been emptied and puts it
or starts looking around for a wai
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deference to this omen. / -




Never give knives, clocks or scarves

as a present

These things are not considered the best present for a
Russian. Scarves, for example, are an omen of tears,

knives an omen of enemies, and clocks an omen of
parting. Even if you are prepared to give a wa _
girl a luxurious Hermes scarf as a present, she x
prefer to buy it herself, if only to save hers‘el

small coin in return. This is to createith ‘-illusi(;n of
buying the item. You must definite y-'fake L
even if it surprises you that they

1

if i ' fre tryings
you for an expensive gift with small changel? :



L omen.

Look at yourself in a mirror if you
have had to gg bs
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For Russians, going back
omen, a portent of bad luc
discovers after leaving the
forgotten something, he w
whether it is something he
it is, he will go back, but
looking himself in the eye
another trick of the trade
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Don’t sit on a table

ny Russians are
turbed when they see
nes in American films
ere the hero sits on a
le or puts his feet on a
e. And it is not just
se it is
lenic—sitting on a
ariously seen as
eath or



Sit before a journey

hen a guest in someone’s home or a member of the
family is getting readv far a lono innrnav avarvanain tha
house has to sit d
the children’s gar
nowhere to sit in
but unlike the ga
as soon as someol
journey.” This is S——

le to calm da \

r they havj
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Good omens

1, not all Russian omens are precursors of misfo
e also lots of good omens. For example, if a spider
ge from a pigeon” appears on your clothes, or if, fo




There are many more Russian omens and
superstitions. If it seems to you that they cause a lot
of everyday inconvenience and it’s difficult to
remember them all, we can assure you that Russia ’(ILS,’,
actually think the same! They too find all these#
frightening old wives’ tales a torment. But t}fe "
of superstltlons is that they are passed o, fro

realization that they have broken so
commandment can change a person’

their inspiration and success mzy)rsake theny;for a

while. |



“Bud’ zdorov”

en someone
eezes, don’t forget
say, “Bud’ zdorov”
e healthy).

herwise the

zing person will
ick.



Whistling indoor‘

stling indoors is
00. On one hand

eans that you

se all your money
. On the other —
imply very
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L stay at h

The number 13

The number 13 is
said to bg
for some
the 13th
month f:
Kriday,

people p




Umbrella in the house ‘

It is that it is unlucky to
open ar ~—h=alla in tha
house.
misfor
that O
househ
who of
in fine

npop




Walking under a ladder

It's very unlucky to
walk under a ladder.
If you must pass
under a ladder you
can avoid bad luck by
crossing your finger
and keeping them
crossed until you've
seen a dog.
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Breaking mirror

worst misfortune
t can befall you is
eaking a mirror.
hat will bring you
even years of bad
ck. This superstition
supposed to have
iginated in ancient
es. Because

rs were

red to be tools



Wood for luck

is a

stition of
ing wood for
This measure
st often taken
have said or
mething
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CHINA



ered that the
e possessed by
herefore, a broom
p the floor, but not
bwebs from the

f the household
meone hits you

m, this is

a curse. It is
touches the




8 &4

Lucky number in
China is eight,
which sounds the
same as the word
lucky, and the
number four brings
bad luck because it

sounds like the word
death.




JAPAN




u are
‘death if

ce a stick
in the




hree shot people

ee people are
the one in the
lle will die,
Japanese
-stition.







BLACK CATS

In Slavic countries,
people believe that
meeting a black cat
brings bad luck. The
only way to neutralize
the meeting with the
black cat, is to spit
over your left
shoulder. In England,
however, the black cat
brings happiness.







Blue beads with painted eyes

Blue beads with
painted eyes are
carried in a pocket -
again against the
evil eye. Blue is
considered,
however, dangerous
- it is believed that
blue eyed people
overlook.




Wearing a little bone of a bat

In Greece, since
ancient times it is
believed that wearing
a little bone of a bat
protects from evil
eyes. However, the
Kkilling of a bat, even
in order to obtain a
little bone, brings bad
luck.
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