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Rap is a rhythmic
recitative, usually read to
music with a heavy beat.

A rapper is called a
rapper, or a more general
term MC. Like jazz and
reggae, it is traditionally

considered "black music."
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Rap in its modern form
appeared in the 1970s
among African
Americans in the Bronx,
where it was "exported”
by visiting Jamaican DJs.
In particular, the ancestor
of rap is called DJ Kool
Herc. They first read rap
not for commercial
purposes, but for fun, and
did it at first mostly DJs.
These were simple
rhyming verses
addressed to the
audience.
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