
Syntax  



What is syntax?

•The word syntax comes from Ancient Greek: "coordination", which 
consists of syn, "together," and táxis, "an ordering". 

• Syntax is a subfield of linguistics that studies how expressions can 
combine to form larger expressions, i.e. how words and phrases make 
sentences.

•The words and phrases are linguistic expressions, pieces of languages 
with a certain form, a certain meaning, and some syntactic properties.



Syntax 

•  Any speaker of any human language can produce and understand an 
infinite number of possible sentences 

•The kindhearted boy had many girlfriends.
The kindhearted, intelligent boy had many girlfriends.
The kindhearted, intelligent, handsome boy had many girlfriends. 

•Thus, we can’t possibly have a mental dictionary of all the possible 
sentences 

•Rather, we have the rules for forming sentences stored in our brains 

• Syntax is the part of grammar that pertains to a speaker’s knowledge 
of sentences and their structures 





Syntax

•The rules of the syntax also specify the grammatical relations of a 
sentence, such as subject and direct object. In other words, they 
provide information about who is doing what to whom. 

• Syntax rules specify constraints on sentences based on the verb of the 
sentence 

• Zack believes Robert to be a gentleman 

•*Zack believes to be a gentleman
Zack tries to be a gentleman
*Zack tries Robert to be a gentleman 

































•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1r1grQiLdk 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1zpnN-6pZQ 


