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This modol incorporates the most
recently acquired seafloor data from
. the Africa-Antarctic sector and an
.\{8‘ interactive computer graphics

technique  for determining

rotation  parameoters'?
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One third of Australia’s land is desert. Australia has 10 deserts of which the largest is the Great
Victoria Desert, covering just under 5 percent of the country.
The population of Australia is very small for such a huge country (only 0,3% of the world’s
population).

Australia is the driest inhabited continent on earth. Most of the continent is sunny most of
the year.

Severe droughts, floods and cyclones happen very often on the continent.

The people suffer from limited fresh water.

No part of Australia is more than 1000 km from the ocean. \
It has summer when we have winter and it has winter when we have s er. \



Australia’s native animals and

plants are found on the coat of

arms: the kangaroo, the emus
and the twig of wattle.

The Australian National Flag has three
elements on a blue background:

- the Union Jack (the flag of Great Britain) in
the upper left corner,

- the Commonwealth Star (its seven points
represents the unity of the six states and the
territories of the Commonwealth of Australia),
- the Southern Cross (this constellation of five
stars can be seen only from the southern
hemisphere and is a reminder of Australia’s

geography).



Ausiralia,
Queensland

The Great Barrier Reef lies in the Coral
Sea. It is often called the longest coral
reef in the world. The Reef is actually a
series of coral islands, reefs, and shoals
that extend north to southeast for over
2,000 km.

The coral itself is made up of the
skeletons of tiny, flowerlike water animals
called polyps, held together by a
limestone substance produced by a type
of algae. Hundreds of species of polyps
form coral in a beautiful range of colors
and shapes.

The Great Barrier Reef is the largest
organic construction on earth.




The reef is also inhabited by many colorful and
- e e exofic species of marine life. Many types of fish
s A L depend on the coral fo protect them.
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and the coast of Australia. The channel EEs =
that separates it from the coast ies in &

width from 16 to 240 km. Water in
channel is calm and shallow.
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In 1981 the Great Barrier Reef was added to

UNESCO'’s World Heritage List.
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Australian forests

Australian forests are mostly made up of evergreen species, particularly

&

Acacia a

Apea ™
‘?—/‘ Jy

Wattle -
emblem of
Te




Only Australian
capital is not situated
on the seacoast.

Population of about
300,000.




Sydne |s the Iargesi and oldest city in Australia.
Sydney is home to nearly four million people.
Nearly a quarter of all Australians live here.




Sydney Opera House

is one of the greatest examples of 20" Century
orchiTecTurg,\
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- Population is about 3,200, 000. e



Australia is a constitutional monarchy, with the Queen of Great Britain at its head.
[t consists of six states and two territories.

Executive Legislative Branch Judicial Branch
Branch (Parliament House)

the government Federal Parlioment The High Court  Federal
of Australia Courts

headed by the the Queen, the the House of

represented by Senate Representativ
the (the es (the lower

Governor-Gene upper house)

Prime Minister

house)

76 150 members
memlbers

1rere are three major political parties in Australia:

The Australian Labour Party v/ The Liberal Party v/ The National Party




