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Introduction 
English pronunciation is one area of language 
acquisition, which until the beginning of the 
1990,s had received limited attention by linguistic 
researchers. There is a need for continued 
research in this area of phonology and phonetics if 
we are to fully understand how native-like accents 
are achieved in Second language Acquisition 
(SLA) and how teachers, on the practical level can 
help students develop proficient SL 
pronunciation. 



Developing pronunciation should be first 
considered in the wider context of learning a 
language. Most people learning a foreign-language 
wish to become proficient in listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. General knowledge tells us 
that listening, speaking, reading and writing are 
considered  language skills. Pronunciation, 
grammar, vocabulary and spelling are language 
sub-skills. Listening and reading are called 
receptive skills, speaking and writing are 
productive skills.



Traditionally, language teachers have made use of 
the phonetic alphabet, and activities, sush as 
transcription practice, diagnostic passages, 
detailed description of the articulatory systems, 
recognition or discrimination tasks, 
developmental approximation drills, focused 
production tasks, tongue twisters and games. 
Other trendy methods are listening and imitating, 
visual aids, practice of vowel shifts and stress 
shifts related by affixation and recordings of 
learner’s production.



Techniques of pronunciation teaching

A Minimal Pairs

B Pictures ⁄ diagrams ⁄ slides

C Mirrors 

D Real objects 

E Word associations

F Dictionaries 

G Brainstorming 

H Transcription 

I Games 

J Songs 

K Poems 

L Dialogues 

M Tongue twisters 

N Phonics 

O Reading aloud

P Computer 



How to Greatly Improve Your English 
Pronunciation in 8 Steps
1. Learn to listen.
2. Notice how your mouth and lips move.
3. Pay attention to your tongue.
4. Break words down into sounds.
5. Add stress to sounds and words.
6. Use pronunciation podcasts and videos.
7. Record yourself.
8. Practice with a bubby.



CONCLUSION:
Language learners can practice pronunciation, 
whilst the fun element of the task promotes 
learning in other areas of language acquisition at 
same time. They learn to recognize a particular 
sound of the English language whilst recognizing 
words with the help of images. Children can take 
an active role in the learning situation, becoming 
increasingly aware of English phonology and 
phonetics at the earliest stage of their foreign 
language acquisition.



    Definitions:
� Pronunciation –is the way in which a word or a 

language is spoken.
� Phonetics – is the branch of linguistics that studies 

the sounds of human speech.
� Phonology – is a branch of linguistics concerned 

with the systematic organization of sounds in 
languages.

� Approximation – is anything that is similar but not 
exactly equal to something else.
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