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PRINCIPLES OF 
CLASSIFICATION



TYPE OF OBSTRUCTION + MANNER 
OF NOISE PRODUCTION

Prof. Vassilyev
Occlusive

noise

sonorants

Constrictive

sonorant

noise



DEGREE OF NOISE (SOKOLOVA, 
GINTOVT)

noise

occlusive

constrictive

Occlusive-
constrictive

sonorant

occlusive

constrictive



PLACE OF ARTICULATION

1) labial
2) lingual
3) glottal

Oppositions:
Pan-tan
Weil-yale
Pick-kick



WORK OF THE VOCAL CORDS

Tone + Energy



POSITION OF THE SOFT PALATE

Oral

 

Nasal



PROF. DIKUSHINA

Classification by oppositions:
1) Manner of articulation (stops - constrictives)
2) Articulating organ (labial – bilabial)
3) Passive speech organ (dental, alveolar, palatal, velar)
4) Shape of the narrowing (slit or aperture)
5) Voice presence (voiced-voiceless)
6) Prevalence of voice/tone (noises and sonorants)
7) Kind of resonance (oral-nasal)
8) 1 or 2 producing obstacles (single-point – double-point)
9) Manner of releasing closure (plosives – affricates)



AFFRIATES

Monophonemic? 

Trubetskoy:
1)Belong to the same syllable
2)1 articulatory effort
3)Duration does not exceed 

duration of either element (+-)



D.Johnes:

Number of affricates = number of fricatives

6 affricates + [tr, dr, ts, ds]

Gimson:

8 affricates = phonological extreme, 
indivisible entities



RELEVANT PRINCIPLES

•1) type of obstruction
•2) place of obstruction + active 
speech organ

•3) force of articulation



THANK YOU FOR 
ATTENTION!


