
Modal Verbs



Modal Verbs:
отношение к действию
употребляются без to
(кроме to have to, to be to, ought to)
не изменяются по лицам и числам
нет форм герундия и причастия
меняются по временам, имеют
эквиваленты
не требуют вспомогательных глаголов в вопросах







CAN
▪ Умение, способность.
   He can speak English but he can’t write very 
well.
▪ Разрешение. Can I smoke here?
▪ Запрет. You can’t eat in the class.
▪ Вежливая просьба (could – более офиц.).
   Jill, can you give me a lift, please?
▪ Сомнение (отриц. предложения).
   He can’t swim across Lake Tahoe.
▪ Удивление (вопрос. предложения).
   Can she really be at home all this time?



can/could + перфектный инфинитив
Отношение к действию в прошлом, которое 

было возможно, но не произошло.

сan’t / сould  + have  + V3

He can’t have written this. - Он не мог написать 
это.
Удивление/сомнение относительно совершенного действия.I could have lent you some money. – Я мог бы 
одолжить тебе немного денег.
Действие должно было совершиться, но так и не совершилось.



Read the sentences, translate them and explain the use of can.

1. I can’t understand what you’re talking about.
2. Timothy can’t be so unfair.
3. Jack couldn’t see her face, she was sitting with her 

back to him.
4. James was an excellent tennis player. He could beat 

anybody. But once he had a difficult game against Ken. 
Ken played very well but in the end James was able to 
beat him.

5. Can I give you a lift home?
6. “Do you think I could borrow your bicycle?“ – “Yes, 

please”.
7. “Do you buy a new car?” – “No, we could have bought 

it, but we decided not to”.
8. Could I borrow your camera?
9.  A hundred years ago I could have ridden a horse, but I 

couldn’t have flown in an aeroplane.



MUST
▪ Долженствование/необходимость.
    You must be back by 10 o’clock. (наст.время)
     Yesterday you had to be back by 10 o’clock. 
(прош.в)
▪ Предположение (уверенность) 
    в утвердительных предложениях.
    There must be a mistake.
    I must have seen it.
▪ Запрет (mustn’t).
   You mustn’t play with matches.



1. You must do it.
2. You mustn’t go there.
3. It must be very difficult.
4. He must have repaired his car.
5. You had to write to Ann yesterday.
6. It must have been a plane.
7. Mary must be crazy if she wants to marry that man. 
8. They must have been taking their exam.
9. I’m doing the work you had to do last week.

Read the sentences, translate them and explain the use of must.



MAY
▪ Разрешение (более официальное, чем can).
    May I go out?
▪ Возможность (фактическая)
    в утвердительных предложениях.
    The road may be blocked.
▪ Предположение (неуверенность).
    He may (might) be busy.
▪ Упрек, неодобрение (только might).
    You might have phoned me.



1. Mary will be allowed to drive a car soon.
2. He said I might go.
3. May I smoke here? - No, you may not.
4. She may like pop music.
5. He said I might come any day I like.
6. It was some special occasion. I don’t remember 

what. It may have been my birthday.
7. He may not have learned the news, that’s why he 

looks as if nothing had happened.
8. Nothing is so bad but it might have been worse.

Read the sentences, translate them and explain the use of may.



SHOULD
▪ Совет/рекомендация.
    He should do exercises every morning.
▪ Предположение/уверенность в действии.
   Объективно.
    He should pass his driving test, as he’s a good 
driver.
▪ Порицание.
    You should have called on your friend long ago.



1. You should be more careful.
2. He shouldn’t have given so much money to 

children.
3. it was his birthday yesterday. I should have 

sent him a birthday postcard.
4. You should have listened more carefully. 

Read the sentences, translate them and explain the use of should.



OUGHT TO
   Близок по значению к глаголу should.
▪ Рекомендация/обязательство.
    You ought to visit your aunt.
▪ Порицание, неодобрение (+перфект. инфинитив)
     You ought to have warned them.



SHALL
▪ Запрос инструкции, распоряжения
    (от 1-го л. ед. и мн.ч).
    Shall I bring you water?
▪ Угроза, обещание (к 2-3-му л.).
    This is the last warning. You shall bring me the 
money.
▪ Долженствование, обязательство
    в официальных документах.
    No one shall inform about the private life of any 
citizen.



NEED
   Чаще отрицательная форма needn’t.
▪ Отсутствие необходимости что-л. делать.
    You needn’t go there now.
▪ Needn’t + Perfect Infinitive
    действие совершено, но в нем не было необходимости.
▪ Need – смысловой глагол (нуждаться).
    Уou need to charge your phone.



TO BE TO
▪ Необходимость согласно плану/договоренности.
    We are to finish this work in two weeks.
▪ Приказание.
    Tell her she’s not to be back late.



Put the verbs can, may, must.
1. What ____ we see on this map? 
2. ____ you speak Spanish? — No, unfortunately I 

____ not. 
3. At what time ____ you come to college? 
4. ____ I come in? 
5. You ____ not smoke here. 
6. ____ take your book? — I am afraid not: I need it. 
7. I have very little time: I ____ go. 
8. They ____ not go to the cinema today because 

they are busy. 
9. You ____ read this text: it is easy enough.


