How did the British law develop?
Study the following words and expressions to the text:

medieval

feudal lord
administer justice
monetary damages
to enforce
dispute

to settle a dispute
controversy
parcel of land
Courts of Equity
to refer

equitable relief

specific performance
chancellor

relief

remedy

CPeHEBEKOBbIN

deonan

OCYLLECTBNSATb NPaBOCyaNE
JEHEXHbIN YLLEPO
NPVUBOAUTb B UCTOSTHEHME
crop, pa3Horniacus
pa3peLLaTb crop
KOH(AUKT

Haaen 3emMnu

CyaObl CpaBeaIMBOCTH
HanpaBNATb

CPEeACTBO Cy/l. 3alUuTbl MO NpaBy
CrpaBeaIMBOCTH

MCMOJTHEHME [1I0roBOpa B HAType
CyObsi B CyAe NnopAaa-KaHuiepa
MOMOLLb

CpPeAcTBO cyaebHoN 3aluThl



wrong

clergyman

precedent

to sue

rules of law
judge-made case law

Words and expressions.

NpaBoOHapYyLLEHNE
CBSILLEHHUK

npeueaeHT

BO36Y)1aTb A€N0, CyaAUTbCS
NpaBOBble HOPMbl
npeLleaeHTHoe NpaBo



[lepeBeanTe BbipaXkeHns No Mepe nx nosB/AeHUS

medieval

feudal lord
administer justice
monetary damages
to enforce
dispute

to settle a dispute
controversy
parcel of land
Courts of Equity
to refer

equitable relief

specific performance
chancellor

relief

remedy



[lepeBeauTe BblpaXXEHUSA MO MEPE UX MOSABNEHUS

NpaBoOHapYLLUEHNE
CBSILLEHHUK

npeueaeHT

BO30Yy>XAaTb Aeno, CyanTbCS
NpaBoOBblE HOPMbl
npeueaeHTHOe NpaBo



[lepeBeauTe TEKCT YCTHO

In early medieval England, there was no written law. Each feudal lord or baron administered
justice personally. Although these baronial courts had similarities, the laws were different in
different places. Disputes were settled on the basis of local customs and the baron's judgment. In
time, the king was able to establish a system of courts, which enforced a common law throughout
England. The rules of law, which were stated in these early cases, became precedents (examples)
for settling future, similar cases. In the beginning, few decisions were recorded, and so the early
common law was sometimes known as «unwritten law». Finally, the principles and rules
announced by the courts were preserved in writing. Thus, particular rules became fixed, and
people knew what to expect if similar problems arose in the future. This resulted in what has
come to be known as the Common Law - judge-made case law that has its origin in the traditions,
customs, and trade practices of the people.

The English common law began to develop after the conquest of England by William the
Conqueror in 1066. To keep order and peace, the Kings of England tried to create a uniform or
«common» law to govern the different regions of the British Isles. Circuit-riding jud?es (Bble3gHas
ceccns cyna) and the use of the jury aided the Norman Kings in the consolidation of their
kingdom. In medieval England, sometimes there was no remedy available from a common law
court to enforce certain rights or to correct certain wrongs. This was because in civil cases the
court could give only monetary damages. A person who wanted any other kind of relief would
appeal directly to the king. The king would refer the person to his chancellor, who was usually a
clergyman of good conscience and fairness. The chancellor would hear the case without a jury
and would then give appropriate relief. Such hearings developed into what came to be known as
a separate system of Courts of Equity.



For example, suppose that Citizen A promised to sell a parcel of land to Citizen B and then
refused to complete the deal. Citizen B could have then bought a similar, but possibly more
expensive, parcel of land and sued in a common law court for money damages to cover the extra
cost. But every piece of land is unique in location. Therefore if the original parcel was desired,
Citizen B could have gone to the chancellor for equitable relief. The chancellor would have
ordered specific performance of the agreement. Thus, the seller would have had to deliver the

land as promised.



