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Japan is an island country n: East Asia. It 1s
§1tuated in the. &orthwest Pa(:lﬁc Ocean, and is
bonﬁred @ the west by the Sea of Japan,
-~ ~while 'then(ﬁng from the Sea of Okhotsk in
the north te\ard the East China Sea and

Taiwan 1n the south.
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Japan is a unitary state and constitutional monarchy in which the power
of the Emperor is limited to a ceremonial role. Executive power is
instead wielded by the Prime Minister of Japan and his Cabinet, whose
sovereignty is vested in the Japanese people. Naruhito is the Emperor of
Japan, having succeeded his father Akihito upon his accession to the
Chrysanthemum Throne in 2019.
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~Japanese. A large number of J apanese books -

describe the detalls of etiquette. Some ethuette
provisions may differ in different 1 ~feg10ns of J apan
Some customs change over time.
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It is impolite to choose individu
and leave the rest. -
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Kissing in public was considered a breach of the peace unfil 1945. Violators who allowed
themselves to do this in a public place were punished with a fine or detention. The Japanese
still treat the kiss as an exotic component of a purely eroftic relationship. The social role of the
kiss in Japan is extremely narrow. A kiss, in the Japanese understanding, expresses neither
sympathy, nor respect, nor grief, nor sympathy - none of the many things that it can mean in

the West.
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‘Smiling in Japan is not only a natur CXT
emtlons It 1s als&a rm of ethuette

difficulties and failures.
From childhood, the Japanese are tau
often by personal occupation - to smile
performance of social dutie 312’1 é.n
semi-conscious gesture in Japan
when the smiling person believes that he is n

being observed. For example, a Japane ﬂ‘ﬂ"l%\ oy
trying to catch a subway train, but the deors clo 3
right in front of him. The reaction to failure is @
smile. This smile does not mean joy, but 1
that a person treats trouble without grumb
with cheerfulness.
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