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Birth and early 
life.

It is assumed that Cervantes 
was born in Alcalá de Henares, 
a Castilian city about 35 
kilometres (22 mi) north-east 
from Madrid, probably on 29 
September (the feast day of 
Saint Michael the Archangel) 
1547. The probable date of his 
birth was determined from 
records in the church register, 
given the tradition of naming a 
child after the feast day of his 
birth. He was baptized in Alcalá 
de Henares on 9 October 1547] at 
the parish church of Santa 
María la Mayor.
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Family

His siblings were 
Andrés (1543), 
Andrea (1544), 
Luisa (1546), 
Rodrigo (1550), 
Magdalena (1554) 
and Juan—known 
solely because 
he is mentioned in 
his father's will.
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Later life
"The pen is the 
language of the 
soul; as the 
concepts that in it 
are generated, such 
will be its writings." 
– Miguel de 
Cervantes at the 
Biblioteca Nacional 
de España (National 
Library of Spain).
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Literary 
pursuits

Miguel de Cervantes's 
famous work, Don Quijote, 
illustrated by Doré
In Esquivias, Toledo, on 12 
December 1584, he married 
the much younger 
Catalina de Salazar y 
Palacios (born Esquivias 
– d. 31 October 1626 
daughter of Fernando de 
Salazar y Vozmediano 
and Catalina de Palacios. 
Her uncle Alonso de 
Quesada y Salazar is 
said to have inspired the 
character of Don 
Quixote]
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What year was 
Miguel born?

1547

1548

1549


