Ancient Greek theatre

Comedy and tragedy in Ancient
Greece
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Ancient Greek theatre

e Plays were performed
in Ancient Greece to
honour the God
Dionysos.

e Dionysos was the god
of theatre and wine.




Greek theatres

® Greek theatres were
large and
semi-circular, with
rows of tiered seating.

® The centre was
circular with an altar
dedicated to
Dionysus.

® The stage was raised

within the circle — this ‘g~

shape made sure all
the audience could
see and helped
amplify the sound.
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The stage is where the actors
performed

'An early stage was
simply a wooden plat-
form like this. Later

1‘ it was made of stone.
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The Skene is where the actors
changed costumes

. In plays actors used
this hut, called the
‘skene’, to re-
present buildings,
and they also could
change costume
inside it. A playright
called Sophokles

« invented scenery, by
painting the outside
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where the chorus Woulél sSing
and dance

P, TV
Theatre began as a
religious festival in

| honour of Dionsysos,
% the god of wine.

y| This area, called the
‘orkhestra’, has an
altar to the god and
hymns were sung
. and danced here.
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Actors would enter the stage
from a special doorway.

Actors could enter
from here, A if
from Abuilding.




The plays

® Women could

attend the plays, but p

all the actors were
men (even playing
the parts of
women!).

® Some famous

playwrights include: |

Aeschylus,
Sophocles and
Euripides (who
wrote tragedies) and
Aristophanes (who
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What was it like?

® The audience would
throw food and stones
if they thought the
acting wasn’'t good
enough!

® The actors wore masks,
bright colours for

comedies and dark
colours for tragedies.

® You could see if
someone was happy or
sad by the shape oty
their mask.

® The masks were made
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