
Lecture 2: Helpful idioms



Guess the animals
• Straight from the    ‘s mouth
• The       in the room
• The  ‘s share
• To smell a    
• A night     
• Paper 
• To throw 
someone to the 

• A  out of water
• A  in your bonnet
• To hold your 



Animals
• Straight from the horse’s mouth 
• The elephant in the room
• The lion’s share
• To smell a rat 
• A night owl
• Paper tiger
• To throw 

someone 
to the wolves

• A fish our of water
• A bee in your bonnet
• To hold your horses



Whitсh body part related idioms do 
you know?



Body parts
• To be armed to the 

teeth 
• To get cold feet
• Your heart is in your 

boots
• Your heart is in your 

mouth
• It makes your blood 

boil 
• To start on the wrong 

foot 



More body parts!
• To get your fingers burned
• Calm your …  or cool your 

heels 
• Dip your toes in the water
• A slip of the tongue 
• A smack in the face 
• To be all ears
• Eye for an eye
• Head in the clouds



Food related
• To cry over spilled milk
• A storm in a teacup
• Not my cup of tea
• Flat as a pancake
• Taste of your own medicine
• Take with a grain of salt 
• A hot potato
• put all your eggs in one basket
• Piece of cake
• apple of one's eye
• bring home the bacon
• Cheesy
• (have something) handed to 

someone on a silver platter



More idioms

• An ice breaker
• To have a trick up 

your sleeve 
• To get away with 

murder (a very cool 
tv show as well)

• The final nail in the 
coffin

• Hold your horses



And even more useful idioms!
• To burn the midnight oil
• Back to the drawing board
• Ball is in your court 
• Be glad to see the back of 
• Beat around the bush 
• Every cloud has a silver 

lining 
• To feel a bit under the 

weather 
• In the heat of the moment
• Once in a blue moon
• To steal someone’s thunder



“Choose a present”


