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* The Anglo-Saxon period ranges
from449-1066.

¢ [t ends with the Battle of Hastings
where the French, under the
leadership of William the
Conqueror invaded England.



Anglo-Saxon Literature

* Few people read in this period

* Oral tradition’— was performed and/or sung bya
Bard (Scop) from memory i Old English

* This 1s why there are often
* several versions of the
*.same Story.

* Scops — poet/minstrels

o Authors were unknown




THE STORY.OF BEOWULE

* Beowulf marks the beginning of English
literature

* Beowulf 1s one of the earliest known pieces
of literature known 1 the English language;
written in Old English



Contains specific Motiis

* Motifs —a motif is a recurring theme or
image 1n a work of literature

o Biblical and Christian Allusions

* Pagan Customs
e Social Customs
e Traits of the Warrior

e Beowulf Boasts



* The story of Beowulf wasn’t written
down-until aboeut 700 AD by “The
Beowulf Poet” who 1s unknown. ‘He
wrote down: the poem which for many
years had been only sung or spoken.
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BEOWULE 1s an EPIC poem.

* EPIC — a long, narrative poem that
relates the great deeds of a
larger-than-life hero who embodies
the values of a particular society.
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And of course there s the EPIC
' HERO' B8 '

L EPIC HERO must undertake a quest to /
achreve somethrng of tremendous Value to
“himself and his society | |



SUMMARY OF EPIC
FEATURES:

 A'long narrative poem

* Larger than life hero; often with
super-human characteristics

* Concerns eternal human problems like the
struggle between good and evil

* Presented 1n a serious manner using
elevated (poetic) language

* Hero represents widespread national,
cultural, or religious values



This’ EPIC poem: of BEOWULF

1s often divided into 3 sections; it

1s about Beowult’s 3 epic battles
w/ evil.

R



...the Battle with

Grendel

* (Grendel represents evil)



the Battle with Grendel’
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...the Battle with the Dragon

(It not only represents evil but also Greed.)
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- Beowulf Where does it take

place‘7
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More specifically. .-

Beowult takes place 1n a ““once
upon a time world”” which taps
into “three archetypal sites of
fear.”



1.. The barricaded night house /
Mead Hall (Grendel)

rte nordische Halle. Nach Valtyr Gudmundsson, Den islandske Bolig i Fristatstiden,
s Olrik, Nordisches Geistesleben. Verlag von Carl Winter, Heidelberg,
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WHY?
Why do we read Beowulf?

* It’s a very:creative,.imaginative, poetic
masterpiece.

* [t gives us insight mto the origins of the
British people, the culture, who, through
seafarmg conquests, founded the world we
currently-live in.

* [t.gives us msight mto the origins of our
language.



Why do we read 1t?

* [t g1ves us.ansight into all people
everywhere and throughout time (time,
birth, death, fame/success/glory, honor,
friendship, conflict, home, country,
adventure, spirituality — all of these
things transcend English literature and
matter to all people)

* [t’s challenging-and we-love a good
challenge!!!



Why do we read 1t?

¢ [t’s,scary and gets us to think about our
own worst fears

* [t’s a VERY important piece of
hiterature historically (This 1s the
“because we have to” reason!!)



Characteristic features of
Anglo-Saxon Literature

* Alliteration
e Kennings

e (Caesura



Alliteration

*The repetition
of beginning
consonant sounds
in lines of poetry



Alliteration is

Ab t the repetition of

beginning of

JuAlliteration| | [ 5L

Au, I - ‘5 alliteration?

raon i fir s

MhanU COmmon 8% 2o, 49 Tongue twisters
phrases use | gl “4H rely on

Pe-alliteration e.g. gl alliteration e
5 .g.
“hale and hearty, She sells sea

é) 'EE, ai anfliile ;:’-"; B 7 shells on the sea

| wn i C A Y shore.

dumps and turn - . %% T
the tables. ..




e Kenmng 5 ;

P . .‘ . P

L L

J Kennlng a metaphor;cal phras¢ used to .

TN replac,e a conerete noun . ', ]
* Bx: séfa=whale 1181 (oW O ot AR, D e S 0
* Ex battle = spear play

°Itis hke a mlrﬁ mdd e

L
¥ i ¥ i b g
> >
o~ . o~ o
; : ;
L L : L
¥ i ¥ i ¥ i ) ¥ 1



Caesura

* — a natural pause in the middle of a line of
poetry.

o.2 part line — each line 1s separated by a
pause or break i the. middle of the line;
cach part generally has 2 strong beats.

*(Put simply, 1t1s a dramatic pause in the middle of a line.)



Caesura example:

Then the Scylding warrior - savage and grim,

Seized the ring-hilt  and swung the sword

Struck with fury = despairing of life

Thrust at the throat . broke through the bone
rings:

The stout blade stabbed  through her fated
flesh.



