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Choosing the right book depends:

• On your aimed band score

• On your personal needs and ‘language baggage’
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The Official Cambridge Guide
•A very comprehensive book that covers writing, listening, speaking and reading. 

Who is this book for?
•This book is for someone who is confident about their English level already and 
wants to familiarise themselves with the test format. Recommended for anyone 
hoping to get a 6.0 or above in the test.

Who is this book not for?
•You shouldn’t buy this book if your English is pre-intermediate or below, because the 
language used requires a certain level of English.

The guide approaches a problem from the test-taker’s perspective, explaining how 
specific types of tasks or questions should be tackled and pointing out strategies on 
how to improve one’s performance.
The guide’s second half consists of full-length official IELTS practice tests. Each test 
has a detailed answer key with explanations. The guide also comes with a DVD that 
includes the book’s listening portions as MP3 audio tracks as well as speaking test 
videos.
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Positives Negatives
All aspects of the test are 
covered in a user-friendly way. 
There are tips and hints on every 
page and the practice tests really 
help students consolidate what 
they have learnt.

At over $50 it is a little bit expensive for 
some students.

Most publishers print one book 
for writing, one for reading and 
so on. This book covers all four 
skills so you don’t have to carry 
four books around with you.

Cambridge writes it so they are not going 
to help you too much. They are not going 
to give you any insider knowledge about 
how the test is marked or how you can 
gain an advantage, just a good overview. 
Cambridge want to keep the test as 
reliable as possible and that means they 
can’t give you as much advice as some 
of the more independent publishers.

It is published by Cambridge who 
also write the test, so you know 
that all the information is reliable.
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Cambridge Examination Papers
• The best books for practice. There are now 10 books in this series (2015) and they 

provide four authentic practice tests and a set of accompanying Audio CDs in each 
book.

• Who is this book for?
• Anyone doing the IELTS test.
• Who is it not for?
• The majority of the past papers are for the Academic paper, but there are also 

some General Training papers in each book.

• Student Book provides the answers to the exams as well as includes additional 
materials for the Reading and Writing modules. 

• While the Pack does not provide assistance with strategies/techniques for writing 
the IELTS or in-depth explanations for the answers to the exam materials, its 
provision of a comprehensive set of exam materials makes it an excellent 
complement to other IELTS preparation manuals.
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Positives Negatives
They are a very good reflection of 
the actual test so you can see 
exactly what is expected. They 
give you a good idea what your 
score will be in the reading and 
listening tests and give you 
sample answers for the writing 
test.

Often Cambridge gives sample answers 
that are band 4.0 or 5.0. Looking at poor 
sample answers is a valuable thing to do 
but I think it would be better if they also 
gave  a band 8 or 9 answer for the same 
essay.
You are not going to improve your English 
skills with these books and if your English 
level needs to improve you would be better 
finding a general English book.
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IELTS Trainer Six Practice Tests
• This book contains 6 practice tests as well as some useful advice for tackling the 

test. BUT these tests are not officially published by IELTS though are still realistic.
• Who is this book for?
• For academic paper only.
• Who is it not for?
• Not for complete newcomers at English, level at approx. 5.5 is expected.

• Student Book provides the answers to the exams as well as includes CDs for the 
Listening module. 

• This prep book provides full guidance and step-by-step advice on how to handle 
each and every section of two complete practice tests. Moreover, it also provides 
four additional practice tests allowing test-takers to use and employ the skills they 
have learned from their personal tour.
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Positives Negatives
Made specifically for IELTS Academic. Requires more intensive personal work 

as only first 2 tests provide real well 
explained insights for the test-takers.

Much cheaper than other preparatory 
materials made by Cambridge 
publishers.

Provision of actual candidates’ exam 
papers, enabling prospective 
test-takers to focus on issues where 
students have typically struggled the 
most.
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Collin’s Get Ready for IELTS
• Some people only require 4.0-5.5 on their test and they should therefore choose a 

book that is a little simpler and made for their needs. This series has been 
developed with lower level students in mind and covers both English skills and 
IELTS skills.

• Who is this book for?
• Anyone hoping to get a band score of between 4.0-5.5.  This book is suitable for 

someone who likes to study at home and does not need lots of supervision from a 
teacher.

• Who is it not for?
• Anyone aiming to get a score over 5.5. This book might not be suitable for 

someone who needs lots of help and in this case it might be better to hire an 
IELTS teacher to help you.
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Positives Negatives
Each chapter covers a common IELTS topic and 
this allows students to build their vocabulary as 
they learn IELTS skills at the same time.

This book lacks some 
practice tests, but these can 
be accessed online for free 
from other sites.

There are short tips on nearly every page that 
cover the core things students need to know. 
There are also practice activities throughout the 
book to help students consolidate their 
knowledge.

It is obvious that the people writing the book 
have lots of experience teaching IELTS to lower 
levels and all of their advice is sound.
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Macmillan’s ‘Improve your IELTS Skills’
• There are three books: writing, reading and listening and speaking combined.
• They are very comprehensive and allow students to prepare for the test without the 

aid of a teacher. All chapters have a focus on both exam technique, grammar and 
vocabulary. There are exercises for every chapter. 

• Who is this book for?
• This is for someone hoping to get between 5.5 and 7.0 in their IELTS test and 

someone who wishes to prepare for IELTS without a teacher.
• Who is it not for?
• Lower levels might find this book a little difficult to understand.
• To get the most out of this book it requires motivation and self-discipline, so if you 

are the type of person who needs a teacher to motivate you, this book might not be 
for you.
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Positives Negatives
This book is also for someone who wishes to 
improve their grammar and vocabulary.

Lack of examples of very 
good answers. It would be 
very helpful if there were band 
5 answers and then show 
how these could be improved 
and a corresponding band 8 
answer.

The author of this book, Sam McCarter, is 
recognised as an expert in his field. Sam not 
only knows the test inside out, he also gives 
very specific techniques and advice for each 
question type. For example, there are a number 
of different reading question types and Sam 
offers tailored advice for each of these different 
kinds of question. There are also a number of 
different types of writing question and each 
requires a different approach and this is also 
addressed in the book.
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Delta Publishing’s IELTS Advantage
• Series of books that is said to be the best resource for students hoping to get 

above a band 7.0. 
• Who is this book for?
• This book is for someone who already has a good level of English and wants to 

improve their exam technique at home and score at least a band score of 7.0.
• Who is it not for?
• Anyone at pre-intermediate level or below.

• A key feature of a book on Writing is the provision of actual writing samples that 
have been generated by previous test-takers and are commented upon by 
examiners. This provides concrete examples and explanations as to what is 
necessary to reach a high band for the Writing module. 
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Positives Negatives
Giving students suggested fixed phrases and 
collocations is a big strength of this book.

The book does not 
cover every aspect 
of the IELTS test. 
This book had the 
potential to be the 
definitive guide to 
IELTS but they 
missed a few 
things out which is 
unfortunate.

There are lots of example essays and 
speaking sample answers which really helps 
students because it allows them to compare 
their own work with good examples.
There is a summary of the main points at the 
end of every chapter that helps students 
recall the most important information.
The reasoning behind each activity is 
explained and linked to the exam.
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Special Cambridge Books
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Cambridge Objective IELTS
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Key Features:
• Vocabulary and grammar practice in every unit, and a separate 'Grammar folder' 

target areas most relevant to IELTS candidates.
• A free accompanying CD-ROM for each level provides extra IELTS practice in 

each of the four skills, as well as further work on pronunciation, vocabulary and 
grammar.

• Regular 'Test folders' and 'Writing folders' provide thorough guidance and practice 
of every aspect of the test.

• Regular revision sections motivate students by showing them how much they have 
achieved.

• The twenty units cover a wide variety of topics over the course of each level, 
maintaining students' interest and giving a sense of meaningful progress.

• The Workbook offers additional 'Writing workout' sections, along with a complete 
IELTS Reading module and extra reading, writing, vocabulary and grammar 
practice.
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Other Cambridge Books on IELTS



www.ielts.org

Barron’s Books on IELTS (Superpack)
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Understanding IELTS Band Scores

• Candidates’ scores: 1 to 9
• L/R/W/S: score 1-9
•  Overall Band Score /9
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Listening  and Reading scores are 
presented in whole or half bands

Writing and Speaking scores are reported 
in whole bands only
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The IELTS TRF
(Test Report Form)
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