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HISTORY
* Founded in 1701 in the Colony of Connecticut, the university is the third 

oldest institution of higher education in the United States.
From 1702 to 1707, classes met in the home of Rector Abraham Pierson at 
Killingworth 

•  In 1718, the Collegewas renamed Yale College to honor a gift from Elihu Y
ale, a governor of the British East IndiaCompany.

• In 1861, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences became the first U.S. sc
hool to awardthe Ph.D. 

• In 1900_Yale became a founding member of the Association of American 
Universities 

• YaleCollege was transformed, beginning in the 1930s, through the establi
shment of residential colleges: 12now exist and two more are planned. 
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