
Music of Australia.



      Australian Indigenous music 
includes the music of 
Aboriginal Australians and 
Torres Strait Islanders, who are 
collectively called Indigenous 
Australians; it incorporates a 
variety of distinctive traditional 
music styles practiced by 
Indigenous Australian peoples, 
as well as a range of 
contemporary musical styles of 
and fusion with European 
traditions as interpreted and 
performed by Indigenous 
Australian artists. Music has 
formed an integral part of the 
social, cultural and ceremonial 
observances of these people, 
down through the millennia of 
their individual and collective 
histories to the present day, 
and has existed for 40,000 
years.



     The traditional forms include 
many aspects of 
performance and musical 
instrumentation which are 
unique to particular regions or 
Indigenous Australian groups; 
there are equally elements of 
musical tradition which are 
common or widespread 
through much of the 
Australian continent, and 
even beyond. The culture of 
the Torres Strait Islanders is 
related to that of adjacent 
parts of New Guinea and so 
their music is also related. 
Music is a vital part of 
Indigenous Australians' 
cultural maintenance.



Traditional instruments: 



� 1.Traditional Indigenous music is best characterised 
by the didgeridoo, the best-known instrument, 
which is considered by some to be the world's 
oldest.Archaeological studies of rock art in the 
Northern Territory suggest people of the Kakadu 
region were playing the instrument 15,000 years 
ago.

2.A clapstick is a type of musical instrument that, 
according to western musicological classification, 
falls into the category of percussion. Unlike 
drumsticks, which are generally used to strike a 
drum, clapsticks are intended for striking one stick 
on another. They are of oval shape with paintings of 
snakes, lizards, birds and more.



Traditional forms: 



� 1.Bunggul is a stylemusic that came into being around the 
Mann River and is known for its intense lyrics, which are often 
stories of epic journeys and continue, or repeat, 
unaccompanied after the music has stopped. 

2.Wangga came into being near the South Alligator River and 
is distinguished by an extremely high note to commence the 
song, accompanied by rhythmic percussion and followed by 
a sudden shift to a low tone. It is most often performed at 
circumcision ceremonies and at ceremonies in which a dead 
person's belongings are purified with smoke. 

3.Kun-borrk came into being around the Adelaide, Mann and 
Rose Rivers, distinguished by a didgeridoo introduction 
followed by the percussion and vocals, which often include 
words (in contrast to many other syllabic styles of Aboriginal 
singing).



Rock and pop music:



� Australia has produced a wide variety of 
rock and popular music, from the 
internationally renowned work of AC/DC, 
INXS, Nick Cave, Savage Garden, the 
Seekers, or pop diva's Delta Goodrem, Kylie 
Minogue to the popular local content of 
John Farnham, Jimmy Barnes or Paul Kelly. 
Indigenous Australian music and Australian 
jazz have also had cross-over influence on 
this genre.


