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United Kingdom




The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as the
United Kingdom (UK) or Britain, is a sovereign country in north-western Europe, off
the north-western coast of the European mainland. The United Kingdom includes the
island of Great Britain, the north-eastern part of the island of Ireland, and many
smaller islands within the British Isles. Northern Ireland shares a land border with
the Republic of Ireland. Otherwise, the United Kingdom is surrounded by the
Atlantic Ocean, with the North Sea to the east, the English Channel to the south and
the Celtic Sea to the south-west, giving it the 12th-longest coastline in the world. The
Irish Sea separates Great Britain and Ireland. The total area of the United Kingdom is
94,000 square miles (240,000 km2).

The United Kingdom is a wunitary parliamentary democracy and constitutional
monarchy. The monarch is Queen Elizabeth II, who has reigned since 1952. The
United Kingdom's capital is London, a global city and financial centre with an urban
area population of 10.3 million. The United Kingdom consists of four countries:
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Their capitals are London,
Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast, respectively. Other than England, the constituent
countries have their own devolved governments, each with varying powers. Other
major British cities include Birmingham, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Leeds, Liverpool, and
Manchester.



The union between the Kingdom of England (which included Wales) and the
Kingdom of Scotland in 1707 to form the Kingdom of Great Britain, followed by the
union in 1801 of Great Britain with the Kingdom of Ireland created the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. Five-sixths of Ireland seceded from the UK in
1922, leaving the present formulation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. The UK's name was adopted in 1927 to reflect the change.

The nearby Isle of Man, Bailiwick of Guernsey and Bailiwick of Jersey are not part of
the UK, being Crown dependencies with the British Government responsible for
defence and international representation. There are also 14 British Overseas
Territories, the last remnants of the British Empire which, at its height in the 1920s,
encompassed almost a quarter of the world's landmass and was the largest empire in
history. British influence can be observed in the language, culture and political
systems of many of its former colonies.

The United Kingdom has the world's fifth-largest economy by nominal gross
domestic product, and the ninth-largest by purchasing power parity. It has a
high-income economy and a very high human development index rating, ranking 13th
in the world. The UK became the world's first industrialised country and was the
world's foremost power during the 19th and early 20th centuries. Today the UK
remains one of the great powers, with considerable economic, cultural, military,
scientific, technological and political influence internationally. It one of five
recognised nuclear weapons state and is ranked sixth globally in military
expenditure.






England is a country that is part of the United Kingdom. It shares land borders with
Wales to its west and Scotland to its north. The Irish Sea lies northwest of England
and the Celtic Sea to the southwest. England is separated from continental Europe by
the North Sea to the east and the English Channel to the south. The country covers
five-eighths of the island of Great Britain, which lies in the North Atlantic, and
includes over 100 smaller islands, such as the Isles of Scilly and the Isle of Wight.

The area now called England was first inhabited by modern humans during the
Upper Paleolithic period, but takes its name from the Angles, a Germanic tribe
deriving its name from the Anglia peninsula, who settled during the 5th and 6th
centuries. England became a unified state in the 10th century, and since the Age of
Discovery, which began during the 15th century, has had a significant cultural and
legal impact on the wider world. The English language, the Anglican Church, and
English law - the basis for the common law legal systems of many other countries
around the world - developed in England, and the country's parliamentary system of
government has been widely adopted by other nations. The Industrial Revolution
began in 18th-century England, transforming its society into the world's first
industrialised nation.



England's terrain is chiefly low hills and plains, especially in central and southern
England. However, there is upland and mountainous terrain in the north (for
example, the Lake District and Pennines) and in the west (for example, Dartmoor and
the Shropshire Hills). The capital is London, which has the largest metropolitan area
in both the United Kingdom and, prior to Brexit, the European Union England's
population of 56.3 million comprises 84% of the population of the United Kingdom,
largely concentrated around London, the South East, and conurbations in the
Midlands, the North West, the North East, and Yorkshire, which each developed as
major industrial regions during the 19th century.

The Kingdom of England - which after 1535 included Wales - ceased being a separate
sovereign state on 1 May 1707, when the Acts of Union put into effect the terms
agreed in the Treaty of Union the previous year, resulting in a political union with the
Kingdom of Scotland to create the Kingdom of Great Britain. In 1801, Great Britain
was united with the Kingdom of Ireland (through another Act of Union) to become
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. In 1922 the Irish Free State seceded
from the United Kingdom, leading to the latter being renamed the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.



Scotland




Scotland is a country that is part of the United Kingdom. Covering the northern third
of the island of Great Britain, mainland Scotland has a 96-mile (154 km) border with
England to the southeast and is otherwise surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the
north and west, the North Sea to the northeast and the Irish Sea to the south. The
country also contains more than 790 islands, principally in the archipelagos of the
Hebrides and the Northern Isles. Most of the population, including the capital
Edinburgh, is concentrated in the Central Belt - the plain between the Scottish
Highlands and the Southern Uplands - in the Scottish Lowlands.

Scotland is divided into 32 administrative subdivisions or local authorities, known as
council areas. Glasgow City is the largest council area in terms of population, with
Highland being the largest in terms of area. Limited self-governing power, covering
matters such as education, social services and roads and transportation, is devolved
from the Scottish Government to each subdivision. Scotland is the second largest
country in the United Kingdom, and accounted for 8.3% of the population in 2012.

The Kingdom of Scotland emerged as an independent sovereign state in the Early
Middle Ages and continued to exist until 1707. By inheritance in 1603, James VI of
Scotland became king of England and Ireland, thus forming a personal union of the
three kingdoms. Scotland subsequently entered into a political union with the
Kingdom of England on 1 May 1707 to create the new Kingdom of Great Britain.



The union also created the Parliament of Great Britain, which succeeded both the
Parliament of Scotland and the Parliament of England. In 1801, the Kingdom of Great
Britain entered into a political union with the Kingdom of Ireland to create the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland (in 1922, the Irish Free State seceded from the
United Kingdom, leading to the latter being officially renamed the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in 1927).

Within Scotland, the monarchy of the United Kingdom has continued to use a variety
of styles, titles and other royal symbols of statehood specific to the pre-union
Kingdom of Scotland. The legal system within Scotland has also remained separate
from those of England and Wales and Northern Ireland; Scotland constitutes a distinct
jurisdiction in both public and private law. The continued existence of legal,
educational, religious and other institutions distinct from those in the remainder of
the UK have all contributed to the continuation of Scottish culture and national
identity since the 1707 incorporating union with England.

In 1999, a Scottish Parliament was re-established, in the form of a devolved
unicameral legislature comprising 129 members, having authority over many areas of
domestic policy. The head of the Scottish Government is the first minister of
Scotland, who is supported by the deputy first minister of Scotland. Scotland is
represented in the United Kingdom Parliament by 59 MPs. Scotland is also a member
of the British-Irish Council, sending five members of the Scottish Parliament to the
British-Irish Parliamentary Assembly. As well as being part of the Joint Ministerial
Committee, represented by the First Minister.



Wales




Wales is a country that is part of the United Kingdom. It is bordered by England to the
east, the Irish Sea to the north and west, and the Bristol Channel to the south. It had a
population in 2011 of 3,063,456 and has a total area of 20,779 km2 (8,023 sq mi). Wales
has over 1,680 miles (2,700 km) of coastline and is largely mountainous with its higher
peaks in the north and central areas, including Snowdon (Yr Wyddfa), its highest
summit. The country lies within the north temperate zone and has a changeable,
maritime climate.

Welsh national identity emerged among the Britons after the Roman withdrawal from
Britain in the 5th century, and Wales is regarded as one of the modern Celtic nations.
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd's death in 1282 marked the completion of Edward I of
England's conquest of Wales, though Owain Glyndwr briefly restored independence
to Wales in the early 15th century. The whole of Wales was annexed by England and
incorporated within the English legal system under the Laws in Wales Acts 1535 and
1542. Distinctive Welsh politics developed in the 19th century. Welsh Liberalism,
exemplified in the early 20th century by David Lloyd George, was displaced by the
growth of socialism and the Labour Party. Welsh national feeling grew over the
century; Plaid Cymru was formed in 1925 and the Welsh Language Society in 1962.
Established under the Government of Wales Act 1998, Senedd Cymru - the Welsh
Parliament, formerly known as the National Assembly for Wales - is responsible for a
range of devolved policy matters.



At the dawn of the Industrial Revolution, development of the mining and
metallurgical industries transformed the country from an agricultural society into an
industrial nation; the South Wales Coalfield's exploitation caused a rapid expansion
of Wales' population. Two-thirds of the population live in South Wales, including
Cardiff, Swansea, Newport and the nearby valleys. Now that the country's traditional
extractive and heavy industries have gone or are in decline, the economy is based on
the public sector, light and service industries, and tourism. In livestock farming,
including dairy farming, Wales is a net exporter, contributing towards national
agricultural self-sufficiency.

Wales closely shares its political and social history with the rest of Great Britain, and
a majority of the population in most areas speaks English as a first language, but the
country has retained a distinct cultural identity. Both Welsh and English are official
languages; over 560,000 Welsh-speakers live in Wales, and the language is spoken by a
majority of the population in parts of the north and west. From the late 19th century
onwards, Wales acquired its popular image as the "land of song", in part due to the
eisteddfod tradition. At many international sporting events, such as the FIFA World
Cup, Rugby World Cup and the Commonwealth Games, Wales has its own national
team. At the Olympic Games, Welsh athletes compete for the UK as part of a Great
Britain team. Rugby union is seen as a symbol of Welsh identity and an expression of
national consciousness.



Northern Ireland




Northern Ireland is variously described as a country, province, or region which is part
of the United Kingdom. Located in the northeast of the island of Ireland, Northern
Ireland shares a border to the south and west with the Republic of Ireland. In 2011, its
population was 1,810,863, constituting about 30% of the island's population and about
3% of the UK's population. The Northern Ireland Assembly (colloquially referred to
as Stormont after its location), established by the Northern Ireland Act 1998, holds
responsibility for a range of devolved policy matters, while other areas are reserved
for the British government. Northern Ireland co-operates with the Republic of Ireland
in several areas.

Northern Ireland was created in 1921, when Ireland was partitioned by the
Government of Ireland Act 1920. The majority of Northern Ireland's population were
unionists, who wanted to remain within the United Kingdom. They were generally
the Protestant descendants of colonists from Great Britain. Meanwhile the majority in
Southern Ireland (which became the Irish Free State in 1922), and a significant
minority in Northern Ireland, were Irish nationalists and Catholics who wanted a
united independent Ireland. Today, the former generally see themselves as British and
the latter generally see themselves as Irish, while a Northern Irish or Ulster identity is
claimed by a large minority from all backgrounds.

The creation of Northern Ireland was accompanied by violence both in defence of and
against partition. During 1920-22, the capital Belfast saw major communal violence,
mainly between Protestant unionist and Catholic nationalist civilians. More than 500
were killed and more than 10,000 became refugees, mostly Catholics.



In the following decades, Northern Ireland was marked by discrimination and
hostility between these two sides in what First Minister of Northern Ireland, David
Trimble, called a "cold house" for Catholics. In the late 1960s, a campaign to end
discrimination against Catholics and nationalists was opposed by loyalists, who saw
it as a republican front. This unrest sparked the Troubles; a thirty-year conflict
involving republican and loyalist paramilitaries and state forces, which claimed over
3,500 lives and injured 50,000 others. The 1998 Good Friday Agreement was a major
step in the peace process, including paramilitary disarmament and security
normalisation, although sectarianism and segregation remain major social problems,
and sporadic violence has continued.

The economy of Northern Ireland was the most industrialised in Ireland at the time of
partition, but declined as a result of the political and social turmoil of the Troubles. Its
economy has grown significantly since the late 1990s. The initial growth came from
the "peace dividend" and increased trade with the Republic of Ireland, continuing
with a significant increase in tourism, investment and business from around the
world. Unemployment in Northern Ireland peaked at 17.2% in 1986, dropping to 6.1%
for June-August 2014 and down by 1.2 percentage points over the year, similar to the
UK figure of 6.2%.



Isle of Man




The Isle of Man, also known as Mann, is a self-governing British Crown dependency
in the Irish Sea between Great Britain and Ireland. The head of state, Queen Elizabeth
II, holds the title Lord of Mann and is represented by a lieutenant governor. The
United Kingdom is responsible for the isle's military defence.

Humans have lived on the island since before 6500 BC. Gaelic cultural influence
began in the 5th century AD, and the Manx language, a branch of the Goidelic
languages, emerged. In 627, King Edwin of Northumbria conquered the Isle of Man
along with most of Mercia. In the 9th century, Norsemen established the thalassocratic
Kingdom of the Isles, which included the Isle of Man. Magnus III, King of Norway
from 1093 to 1103, reigned as King of Mann and the Isles between 1099 and 1103.

In 1266, the island became part of Scotland under the Treaty of Perth, after being
ruled by Norway. After a period of alternating rule by the kings of Scotland and
England, the island came under the feudal lordship of the English Crown in 1399. The
lordship revested in the British Crown in 1765, but the island did not become part of
the 18th-century kingdom of Great Britain, nor of its successors, the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland and the present-day United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. It has always retained its internal self-government.



Bailiwick of Guernsey

.




The Bailiwick of Guernsey is one of three Crown dependencies.

Separated from the Dukedom and Duchy of Normandy by and under the terms of the
Treaty (or Peace) of Le Goulet in 1204, the Bailiwick comprises a number of islands in
the English Channel which fall into three separate sub-jurisdictions: Guernsey,
Alderney and Sark. Herm is administered as part of Guernsey.

A bailiwick is a territory administered by a Bailiff. The Bailiff of Guernsey is the civil
head, and presiding officer of the States of Guernsey, but not of Alderney or Sark. He
is the head of the judiciary of the Bailiwick.



Bailiwick of Jersey




Jersey is an island and British Crown Dependencynear the coast of Normandy, France.
It is the second-closest of the Channel Islands to France, after Alderney. Jersey was
part of the Duchy of Normandy, whose dukes went on to become kings of England
from 1066. After Normandy was lost by the kings of England in the 13th century, and
the ducal title surrendered to France, Jersey and the other Channel Islands remained

attached to the English Crown. Jersey and the Jerriais people has been described as a
nation.

The Bailiwick consists of the Island of Jersey, the largest of the Channel Islands,
along with surrounding uninhabited islands and rocks collectively named Les
Dirouilles, Les Ecréhous, Les Minquiers, Les Pierres de Lecq, and other reefs.
Although the Bailiwicks of Jersey and Guernsey are often referred to collectively as
the Channel Islands, the "Channel Islands" are not a constitutional unit, though the
islands have sometimes cooperated politicallly, for example running shared overseas
offices. Jersey has a separate relationship to the Crown from the other Crown
dependencies of Guernsey and the Isle of Man, although all are held by the monarch
of the United Kingdom.

Jersey is a self-governing parliamentary democracy under a constitutional monarchy,
with its own



