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The House of Lords has more then 1,000 members, 
although only about 250 take an active part in the work of 
the House. This House consists of those lords who sit by 
right of inheritance and those men and women who have 
been given life peerages which end with the life of their 
possessors.  



Members of this 
Upper House are not 
elected. They sit there 
because of their rank. 
The chairman of the 
House of Lords is the 
Lord Chancellor and 
he sits on a special 
seat called the 
Woolsack. 



The members of the House 
of Lords debate a bill after 
it has been passed by the 
House of Commons. 
Changes may be 
recommended, and 
agreement between the two 
Houses is reached by 
negotiation. 



The Lords` main power consists of being able to delay 
non-financial bills for a period of a year, but they can also 
introduce certain types of bill. The House of Lords is the only 
non-elected  second chamber in the parliaments of the w 
world and some people in Britain would like to abolish it. 



The division of Parliament into two 
Houses goes back over some 700 
years when a feudal assembly 
assisted the King. In modern times, 
real political power rests with the 
elected House although members of 
the House of Lords may occupy 
important cabinet posts. 


