
IELTS General Training

FIRST LESSON:

Introduction to IELTS

Speaking and Listening Practice



Speaking - Writing - Listening - Reading 
• 4 parts
• Speaking- 3 parts
• 1st part - informal introductory questions & answers (3-4minutes)
• 2nd part - a prepared talk for 2-3 minutes on an IELTS topic (4- 5 minutes) (in depth)
• 3rd part – discussion 4-5 minutes (in depth)
• Writing – 2 parts(tasks)
• Task 1- recommended time: 20 minutes. 150 words. Worth 33% of your total writing score. Letter 

writing.
• Task 2 – recommended time: 40 minutes. Over 250 words. Worth 66% of your total writing score. 

Formal essay.  http://ieltsliz.com/ielts-writing-task-2-band-scores-5-to-8/ (for band scoring) 
http://ieltsliz.com/100-ielts-essay-questions/ (for homework)

• Listening –4 parts- 40 minutes. 30minutes(listening time) 10 minutes(transfer time).
• 1st Part – everyday conversation between two people.
• 2nd Part – monologue set in everyday social context (e.g speech on local families)
• 3rd Part – educational conversation between four people.
• 4th part – monologue on an academic subject (e.g university lecture)
• Reading (comprehension) – 1 hour
• You must read three different passages and answer 40 questions in total for the three different 

passages: T/F and written



Band Scoring

http://ieltsliz.com/ielts-band-scores/



Speaking Practice (Class time)

• https://www.ielts-exam.net/ielts-speaking/ielt
s-speaking-part-two-and-three.html

• I always use past paper questions



Speaking Practice!

• Part 1: 3-4 minutes
• Tips:
• Use idioms, correct tenses vocabulary
• Questions:
• Let’s talk about your home town or village:
• what kind of place is it?
• what’s the most interesting part of your town/village?
• what kind of jobs do the people in your town/village do?
• would you say it’s a good place to live? (why?)
• Let’s move on to talk about accommodation:
• tell me about the kind of accommodation you live in?
• how long have you lived there?
• what do you like about living there?
• what sort of accommodation would you most like to live in?
• Source: 

https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-your-test/free-practice-tests/speaking-p
ractice-test-1/speaking-part-1



Speaking Practice!

• Part 2: 3-4 minutes
• Tips:
• Answer all points
• Make notes
• Cue Card:
• Describe something you own which is very important to you. 
• You should say:
• where you got it from
• how long you have had it
• what you use it for; and 
• explain why it is important to you.
• Source: 

https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-your-test/free-practic
e-tests/speaking-practice-test-1/speaking-part-2



Speaking Practice!

• Part 3: 4-5 minutes
• Tips:
• Use Idioms, correct tenses and vocabulary
• Questions:
• Let’s consider first of all how people’s values have changed. What 

kind of things give status to people in your country? 
• Have things changed since your parents’ time? 
• Finally, let’s talk about the role of advertising. 
• Do you think advertising influences what people buy?
• Source: 

https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-your-test/free-practic
e-tests/speaking-practice-test-1/speaking-part-3



Listening Practice! 30minutes

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/media/IELTS/Glob
al/Files/PDFs/114189ieltslisteninganswersheet.ashx?la=en 
(answer sheet)

• Part 1: is a conversation between two people set in an 
everyday context (e.g. a conversation in an accommodation 
agency).

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/media/IELTS/Glob
al/Files/MP3s/ieltslisteningrecordingsection-1.ashx?la=en 
(link to audio)

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/media/IELTS/Glob
al/Files/PDFs/tasklisteningsection1.ashx?la=en 

• (link to questions & answers)



Listening Practice!

• Part 2: monologue 

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/media/I
ELTS/Global/Files/MP3s/ieltslisteningrecordingsec
tion2samplea.ashx?la=en Link to audio

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/media/I
ELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/tasklisteningsection2sam
plea.ashx?la=en link to questions & answers



Listening Practice!

• Part 3: Dialogue

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/med
ia/IELTS/Global/Files/MP3s/ieltslisteningrecor
dingsection4.ashx?la=en link to audio

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/med
ia/IELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/tasklisteningsectio
n4.ashx?la=en link to questions & answers



Listening Practice!

• Part 4: monologue 
• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/media/I

ELTS/Global/Files/MP3s/recordingsection3sample
b.ashx?la=en link to audio

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/media/I
ELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/tasklisteningsection3sam
pleb.ashx?la=en questions

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/-/media/I
ELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/answerslisteningsection3s
ampleb.ashx?la=en answers



Links for homework

• http://ieltsliz.com/ - link to general and
 very useful information.
• http://ieltsliz.com/vocabulary/ - IELTS vocabulary 

(very important).
• https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-test/fr

ee-ielts-practice-tests/listening-practice-test-1 - 
First listening homework.

• https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/prepare/f
reepracticetests/listeningpracticetests - Further 
listening homework.



Rubric for writing task 1

Helpful links:
http://ieltsliz.com/ielts-writing-task-1-preparation-tips/
http://ieltsliz.com/ielts-apology-letter-gt/ 



Rubric for writing task 2



Rubric for Speaking


