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World champion of football
The 2018 FIFA World Cup will be the 21st FIFA World Cup, a quadrennial international football 
tournament contested by the men's national teams of the member associations of FIFA.It is scheduled to 
take place in Russia from 14 June to 15 July 2018, after the country was awarded the hosting rights on 2 
December 2010. This will be the first World Cup held in the area of the former Soviet Union and the first to 
be held in Europe since 2006.

The final tournament will involve 32 national teams, which include 31 teams determined through qualifying 

competitions and the automatically qualified host team. A total of 64 matches will be played in 12 venues 

located in 11 cities. The final is expected to take place in Moscow at the Luzhniki Stadium

The winners will qualify for the 2021 FIFA Confederations Cup.



Welcome to Russia
- Moscow 

- Saint Petersburg

- Kaliningrad

- Kazan

- Nizhny Novgorod

- Samara

- Volgograd

- Saransk

- Rostov-on-Don

- Sochi

- Yekaterinburg



Venues
Russia proposed the following host cities: Kaliningrad, Kazan, Krasnodar, Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod, Rostov-on-Don, Saint Petersburg, Samara, 

Saransk, Sochi, Volgograd,Yaroslavl, and Yekaterinburg.All the cities are in or just outside European Russia to reduce travel time for the teams in the 

huge country. The bid evaluation report stated: "The Russian bid proposes 13 host cities and 16 stadiums, thus exceeding FIFA's minimum 

requirement. Three of the 16 stadiums would be renovated, and 13 would be newly constructed."

In October 2011 Russia decreased the number of stadiums from 16 to 14. Construction of the proposed Podolsk stadium in the Moscow region was 

cancelled by the regional government, and also in the capital, Spartak Stadium was competing with Dynamo Stadium over which would be 

constructed first.

The final choice of host cities was announced on 29 September 2012. The number of cities was further reduced to 11 and number of stadiums to 12 

as Krasnodar and Yaroslavl were dropped from the final list.

Sepp Blatter stated in July 2014 that due to concerns over the completion of venues in Russia, the number of venues for the tournament may be 

reduced from 12 to 10. He also said, "We are not going to be in a situation, as is the case of one, two or even three stadiums in South Africa, where 

it is a problem of what you do with these stadiums".

In October 2014, on their first official visit to Russia, FIFA's inspection committee and its head Chris Unger visited St Petersburg, Sochi, Kazan and 

both Moscow venues. They were satisfied with the progress.

On 8 October 2015, FIFA and the Local Organising Committee agreed on the official names of the stadiums used during the tournament.



The biggest stadiums 
1. Luzhniki Stadium ( Moscow) -  Capacity: 81,000



2. Otkrytiye Arena (moscow) - Capacity: 44,929



3. Piter Arena (Saint Petersburg) Capacity: 66,881 ( new stadium)



4. Kazan Arena (Kazan) Capacity: 45,105




