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DRUG ADDICTION IS A SOCIAL PROBLEM

A COMMON MISCONCEPTION SURROUNDING DRUG ADDICTION 
IS THAT IT SOLELY AFFECTS THE LIFE OF THE USER. 
HOWEVER, THE IDEA THAT THEY AREN’T HURTING ANYONE 
EXCEPT FOR THEMSELVES IS AN EXCUSE THAT MANY 
INDIVIDUALS WHO ABUSE DRUGS USE IN ORDER TO JUSTIFY 
THEIR ADDICTION. DRUG ADDICTION IS NOT A ONE-PERSON 
PHENOMENON, AND IT CREATES A DOMINO EFFECT ON THE 
LIVES OF THOSE AROUND THEM. IT IS A SOCIAL PROBLEM 
THAT NORMALIZES DRUG USE AND AFFECTS INDIVIDUALS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES.



• At first glance, a drug addiction may appear to only affect 
the person who is using. However, because addiction is a 

destructive issue that can have an adverse effect on the 
community, family, and individual, it’s very rare that other 

people aren’t affected. An individual neglecting their 
responsibilities as a result of drugs can negatively affect 

their career, children’s education, or family’s financial 
security. Their impact can also extend outside of the 

immediate family. Friends or community members who rely on 
their presence or companionship can suffer from their 

absence.

Effects 
of Drug 

Addiction



• There are a variety of short-term 
and long-term health effects 
associated with addiction. 
Although the specific effects vary 
between drugs, prolonged abuse of 
any substance can lead to chronic 
disease or alter an individual’s 
productivity. The most permanent 
effect of drug addiction is death, 
which becomes more likely through 
addiction because of increased 
tolerance leading to overdose.



THE CONNECTION BETWEEN ADDICTION AND CRIME

• There is a definitive link between crime and drug 
addictions that is mainly contributed to the 
illegal status of commonly abused drugs. Not only 
is it illegal to carry many of these drugs but an 
individual’s lowered inhibitions when under the 
influence can encourage them to commit other 
crimes. The types of crime that an individual may 
commit when on drugs is extensive and dependent 
on a variety of sub-factors, but regardless, drug 
users are more likely than nonusers to commit 
crime. Petty theft in order to obtain drugs and 
satiate their cravings when desperate is another 
way in which drugs influence individuals to commit 
crimes.







ALCOHOL IS NOT A SOLUTION OF ANY PROBLEM









DRUG ABUSE IS STILL A 
GROWING PROBLEM

DRUG ABUSE IS THE CATALYST FOR MANY MAJOR SOCIAL PROBLEMS, 
INCLUDING DRUGGED DRIVING, VIOLENCE, STRESS, AND CHILD ABUSE, 

AND IT CAN FURTHER LEAD TO HOMELESSNESS, CRIME, AND JOBLESSNESS. 
ACCORDING TO A RECENT USA TODAY ARTICLE, MORE AMERICANS DIE 

FROM DRUG OVERDOSES TODAY (NEARLY 44,000 DEATHS A YEAR) THAN 
FROM CAR ACCIDENTS OR ANY OTHER TYPE OF INJURY. DRUG ABUSE ALSO 

HARMS UNBORN BABIES AND DESTROYS FAMILIES.



• Addicts aren’t made from a single 
drug use incident. But some people 
who try drugs, although obviously 
not all, go on to take more and more 
and become addicted as a result. 
Non-users mistakenly assume that 
drug abusers lack moral principles 
or willpower and that they should 
just be able to stop using drugs 
simply by choosing to change their 
behavior. 



NOT SO EASY, ACCORDING THE LATEST STUDIES. 
SCIENTISTS NOW KNOW DRUG ADDICTION IS A 

DISEASE AND THERE ARE LOTS OF RISK FACTORS 
THAT CAN CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR GETTING THAT 

DISEASE, INCLUDING YOUR GENES, WHAT KIND OF 
SCHOOL YOU ATTEND, WHAT KIND OF NEIGHBORHOOD 
YOU LIVE IN, AND WHAT KINDS OF PEOPLE YOU HANG 
AROUND WITH. INCIDENTALLY, THESE SAME FACTORS 

CAN ALSO PROTECT YOU FROM GETTING THE 
DISEASE.



BESIDES THE TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES IT STEALS ANNUALLY, 
ADDICTION AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE, ALSO KNOWN AS DRUG ABUSE 

AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER, YIELDS NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AS WELL AS SOCIETY, WITH AN ESTIMATED $700 

BILLION ANNUALLY IN COSTS RELATED TO CRIME, LOST WORK 
PRODUCTIVITY AND HEALTH CARE



• Research shows that combining addiction 
treatment medications with behavioral therapy is 
the best way to ensure success for most patients. 
However, the best is to prevent drug abuse in the 

first place. Results from NIDA-funded research 
show that prevention programs through education 
outreach involving families, schools, communities, 

and the media are effective in reducing drug abuse. 
Likewise, teachers, parents, and medical and public 
health professionals must consistently send the 
message that drug addiction can be prevented if 

one never abuses drugs.







FOR BETTER UNDERSTANDING

▪ https://www.alcohol.org/effects

▪ https://www.drugfreeworld.org/drugfacts/the-truth-about-drugs.html

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waLGHZZcIi0




